
DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

Four-legged Heroes
Our AnnuAl Pet Issue

JULy/AUgUSt
 2016

®

Sailing 
into the 
Sunrise 

shrimping on shem creek

Get on 
Board
at the Newest 
Skate Park

Smiling Faces - page 97   |   Independent School Directory - page 113



https://charleston.woodhousespas.com/


Real Estate Sales  800.476.8444  |  Vacation Rentals  888.250.8730
Nobody knows the Charleston Coast better®    www.dunesproperties.com

2713 Fountainhead Way
Dunes West  |  $795,000

71 Sanibel Street
I’On  |  $1,234,000

2855 River Vista Way
Dunes West  |  $949,000

3390 Shagbark Circle
Dunes West  |  $739,000

http://www.dunesproperties.com/


Car Service ASE Certifi ed Mechanics

✓Fluid Levels
✓Tire Pressure
✓Exterior Lights
✓Belts & Hoses

✓Visual Under Hood
✓Visual Under Chassis
✓Test Antifreeze
✓Wiper Blades

✓Emergency Brake  
   Operation 
✓A/C Vent Temp
✓Test Drive

FREE Inspection Includes:

VW • Audi • Volvo • Toyota • Lexus • Honda • Acura • Nissan • Infi niti

1072 Johnnie Dodds Blvd. • Mount Pleasant (beside Post Offi  ce)
www.hudsonsimport.com

TRAVELING SOON?

Schedule now for our FREE Trip Inspection to prepare 
for your summer travels. ($49 value)

offer expires 8/31/16

38
At Hudson’s Import Service, we aren’t 

just taking care of cars - 
we’re taking care of customers.

I’On Square  •  152-C Civitas  •  Mount Pleasant, SC  •  Showroom: 843.971.4882 Appointment Only  •  www.spartinacabinetry.com

A division of Spartina Cabinetry & Design Consultants, LLC

Allied ASID
Melissa Koger Watson

President

K I t C h e n  I n t e r I O r  D e S I g n

Photo by Holger Obenaus

Private Residence — Mt. Pleasant

http://www.hudsonsimport.com/
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Jumbo Mortgage Financing    Second Home Financing    Investment Property Financing 
Refinance Options   Many More Mortgage Programs Available   

Local Processing with Personalized Service  Exceptional 98% Customer Satisfaction Rating 

© 2016 Mortgage Network, Inc. NMLS ID #2668 South Carolina-BFI Mortgage Lender / Servicer License MLS – 2668; Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee 15441;  
North Carolina Mortgage Lender License L-113607. This is not a commitment to lend. Restrictions apply.  

Customer survey conducted by Mortgage Network, Inc. from January 2011 through December 2015. Equal Housing Lender.  

Mortgage Network, Inc.  
321 Wingo Way, Suite 101 s Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

(843) 388-1772 

Wade Horn  
Loan Officer   NMLS# 1006138 

(843) 800-3005 
whorn@mortgagenetwork.com  

www.WadeHorn.com 

Edward C. A.  Wilson  
Loan Officer   NMLS# 1361219 

(843) 800-3007 
ewilson@mortgagenetwork.com  

www.EdwardCAWilson.com  

Wes Sel lew  
Branch Manager   NMLS# 71583 

(843) 800-3003 
wsellew@mortgagenetwork.com  

www.WesSellew.com  

www.aidenfabrics.com

Fabric & More for Your Home from Our Family to Yours.

Indoor & Outdoor Fabrics  |  Custom Furniture  |  Rugs & Accessories  |  Design Services

mailto:whorn@mortgagenetwork.com
http://www.wadehorn.com/
mailto:ewilson@mortgagenetwork.com
http://www.edwardcawilson.com/
mailto:wsellew@mortgagenetwork.com
http://www.wessellew.com/


www.aidenfabrics.com

Fabric & More for Your Home from Our Family to Yours.

Indoor & Outdoor Fabrics  |  Custom Furniture  |  Rugs & Accessories  |  Design Services

http://www.aidenfabrics.com/


We’re so Hot it’s COOL!

Introducing

A natural looking head of hair is created with this minimally-invasive procedure.
NeoGraft® is the least invasive procedure for hair transplantation with little to no discomfort and 
short recovery time. No stitches, staples or unsightly linear scar with the NeoGraft™ procedure.

Say goodbye to stubborn fat with our clinically 
proven, FDA-cleared, totally nonsurgical 

treatment without the downtime.
Free Dysport with each CoolSculpting® package!

[ Combine your CoolSculpting with hCG Weight Loss ]

hCG Weight Loss Program
Free B12 Injections with the purchase of 

a 20 or 40 day hCG package!

Lose 1/2 to 1lb. Per Day

843.971.2860
1205 Two Island Court, Suite 203, Mt. Pleasant, SC 
www.lowcountryplasticsurgery.com
www.themanoratlowcountryplasticsurgery.com

Call today to schedule your consultation with Dr. Jack Hensel: 843.971.2860

MORE MaCHInES = LESS tIME 
Schedule a lunchtime CoolSculpting session

and be back to work in no time!

LaRGESt 
CoolSculpting facility in South Carolina and Georgia! 

OnLY 
Surgeon in Charleston trained at CoolSculpting University.

2016
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100 CHURCH STREET
MT. PLEASANT, SC 29464

P. 843.352.9510
OPEN AT 11AM DAILY

EXECUTIVE CHEF
KATIE LORENZEN

LUNCH, DINNER, HAPPY HOUR,
COCKTAILS & SUNDAY BRUNCH 

S H E M  C R E E K  | M T.  P L E A S A N T T A V E R N A N D T A B L E . C O M

LOWCOUNTRY

COUNTRY 
IS OUR

BEST MT. P BAR
2 0 1 5  -  M T .  P  M A G A Z I N E

BEST DOG FRIENDLY
RESTAURANT

2 0 1 5  -  M T .  P  M A G A Z I N E

ONE OF THE BEST
PLACES TO DINE

OUTDOORS
2 0 1 5  -  M T .  P  M A G A Z I N E

BEST
WATERFRONT BAR

1 3  Y E A RS  I N  A  RO W
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NEW DINNER ENTRÉES AT T&T

Summer on ShemSummer on Shem
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South Carolina has sanctioned these publications for 
distribution through the South Carolina Welcome Centers.  

You will receive 
STATEWIDE EXPOSURE  

when you advertise with us. 

STATEWIDE DISTRIBUTION 
THROUGH THE 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
WELCOME CENTERS 

For more information, email Publisher@MountPleasantMagazine.com or call 843-881-1481, ext. 200

All About the Island

Top 10 Things

www.IsleOfPalmsMagazine.com

summer 2016

at the IOP 

Marina
Take a Break

After Sunset
Shopping and 

Dining Options

Dog Days are Here get your Paws 
in the sand 

Salt LifeAn IslAnd story

A Daring MissionThe H.L. Hunley 

Vol. 2, Issue 2Summer 2016

www.SullivansIslandMagazine.com
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Experie
nceMountPleasant.co

m

Specializing in Mount 
Pleasant and the 

surrounding islands. 
From lots, land and 

custom building 
to condos and 

single family 
homes. Put our 

over 30 years of 
combined real estate 

experience to work 
for you… making your 

transactions seamless.Franne Schwarb
843.270.1207

Chari Karinshak
843.810.8287

www.CharlestonFineHomes.com

Charleston
Fine Homes

We Are Charleston Real Estate.

mailto:Publisher@mountpleasantmagazine.com
http://www.isleofpalmsmagazine.com/
http://www.sullivansislandmagazine.com/
http://experiencemountpleasant.com/
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Call us today at 
843-654-4122

www.myersforac.com

 
Savoy & Debbie N 

The best, great technicians, very clean 
efficient, and polite.

 
Bill B 

Ashley was efficient, thorough, 
knowledgeable and cheerful.

 
Carol B 

They arrived on time, very polite and professional and 
explained exactly what needed to be repaired. 

Thanks for voting us Best                           Heating & Air Company

 

Call to learn more.
843.849.2400

RiveRTowne CounTRy Club

Book a tee time online.
RiverTowneCountryClub.com

THE OBVIOUS CHOICE 
FOR  CHARLESTON GOLF

87% read the magazine to learn what's going 
on around town. 

86% agree the magazine strengthens their 
connection with Mount Pleasant.

84% actually visited the restaurants featured 
in the magazine. 

67% attended an event after learning about 
it in the magazine.

67% have lived in Mount Pleasant for more 
than 10 years. 

66% discussed with or forwarded an article 
to a friend or family member.

65% read the magazine to learn about new 
businesses. 

64% enjoy reading the magazine for its local 
history articles.

60% eat out 2 to 3 times a week. 

60% collect each issue of the magazine. 

46% have made a purchase after reading 
the magazine. 

MOUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE connects with its readers. 
By integrating Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, digital, print, direct mail and a popular website, 

MOUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE engages its readers. 
This approach offers advertisers high value and results they can count on. 

WHAT DO OUR READERS HAVE TO SAY 
ABOUT MOUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE?

MORE THAN A MAGAZINE 
Social Media | Direct Mail | Print Readers | Digital Readers 

WHAT DO OUR ADVERTISERS 
HAVE TO SAY ABOUT 

MOUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE? 

WHAT DO OUR ADVERTISERS LIKE ABOUT ADVERTISING IN 
MOUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE VERSUS OTHER PUBLICATIONS?

For entire survey results - 843-345-7012 - Publisher@MountPleasantMagazine.com 

100% say their clients enjoy picking up the 
magazine in their business.

90% advertise because of the direct mail 
and grocery store distribution. 

85% have been advertising for at least 
two years.  

71% have been in business for 10 years 
or longer.

62% say they will continue their 
advertising in the magazine.

33% say they probably will continue their 
advertising in the magazine. 

• They hear people say they saw their ad. 
• The presence of the magazine around town. 
• The magazine seems to be dedicated to the end
   result and is concerned about its advertisers. 
• The magazine is easy to work with and presents our
   business in a professional manner.
•  It’s local.

DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

MAY/JUNE
 2016

®

Love Your 
Neighbor
NORTH MOUNT PLEASANT

Songs of Summer
Must-See Bands

A Leading Lady
Governor Nikki Haley 

THE MAMAS 
AND THE PAPAS

2016 FAVORITES

Lowcountry

Women in Busin
ess 

- Page 105

DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

MARCH/APRIL
 2016

®

Life is But a Dream
THE CHARLESTON ROWING CLUB

(More Than) 
15 Minutes of Fame

The Growth of Local Film

Fill Your 
Think Tank 

In Good Taste

 • P
age 97

DIG SOUTH 2016

Get Some Fresh Air!
At the Volvo Car Open 
and the Bridge Run

A recent survey conducted by the Citadel generated 
3,773 responses. The feedback proves advertisers 

are receiving results for their marketing investment. 
These are the outcomes of the survey.  

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://www.myersforac.com/
http://rivertownecountryclub.com/
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PEARCE 
LAW FIRM, LLC

Your key to a 
successful transaction.

Real estate

Dixon F. Pearce, II, Attorney at Law
1476 Ben Sawyer Blvd., Suite 1, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

www.pearce-law.com
(F) 843.972.0861(P) 843.972.0860

• Real Estate Law

• Closing Services

• Simple Estate Planning

• Legal referrals for all
   of your legal needs

414 Coleman Boulevard
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

Open 7 Days a Week - DINE-IN or CARRY OUT - 11am – 9 pm
Call Ahead For Carry Out - Pick Up Window Available! 843.849.PIES(7437) www.facebook.com/Andosmtp

   N
EWLY RENOVATED!

Locally owned and operated by Edie and Michael Rabin

   

One Large 
One Topping 

Slice, Small Salad 
and a Drink 

for $8.00 
Dine in only

Two Large 
Cheese Slices, 
Draft Beer or 

Fountian Drink 
for $7.00

Locally owned and operated by Edie and Michael RabinLocally owned and operated by Edie and Michael Rabin

N

Locally owned and operated by Edie and Michael Rabin
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To reserve your booth: Frank Frazier • 410-274-0023 or Susan Spearman • 843-509-5972

Don’t Miss East Cooper’s

Biggest
Networking Event

The Mount Pleasant Business and Community Expo
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016 • 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. • Omar Shrine Convention Center

More Than 70 Vendors • Free Admission • Great Door Prizes • Live Music

Title Sponsor:
Clawson 

and
Staubes

Community Sponsors:
Town of Mount Pleasant • iHeart Media

Windwood Family Services 
Nelson Printing • Advanced Hearing Care

The Rawlings Bolig Frazier Group at Merrill Lynch

FLY through the trees with us on the 
only ZIP LINE CANOPY TOUR 

in the Charleston Area

CLIMB with us on the tallest climbing 
wall in the Lowcountry!

Let the kids ZIP and PLAY on our 
KIDS ZIP - designed for younger 

adventurers ages 5-13.

BIRTHDAY PARTY Packages Available.

RESERVATIONS Recommended!

NOW OPEN!

FLY  CLIMB  ZIP  PLAY
1152 Guerins Bridge Road • Awendaw SC 29429

CharlestonZiplineAdventures.com   |   843.928.3ZIP

LIFE IS FOR 
ADVENTURE!

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
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Open Tuesday through Saturday from 10am until 4pm
843.972.2503

Offering Up to 70% off Everyday!

on Stylish LightingC L E A R A N C E  P R I C I N G

carolinalightingclearancecenter.com

Chandeliers, sconces, pendant lights and more!  
Come see for yourself! 

NOW OPEN

TUES - SAT 
10am - 4pm

445 Deanna Lane
Charleston

2 miles from 526

Clements Ferry Road

Deanna Lane

41

526

526

Discover Outdoor Living Trends
POOLS  |  SPAS  |  FOUNTAINS  |  WATER FEATURES

843-767-POOL
AquaBluePools.net

Featuring pools, water features & more!
Call to schedule a private tour.

Celebrating 25 Years in the Lowcountry
DESIGN  |  BUILD  |  RENOVATE  |  SERVICE
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http://aquabluepools.net/


Hey everyone! I’m excIted to be wIth y’all agaIn.       
      For those who missed last year’s pet issue, Mount Pleasant 
Magazine Publisher Bill Macchio, my close friend and owner, let 
me write his publisher’s note in honor of the occasion. My name 
is Charlie Macchio, 

and I’m a non-shedding, hypoaller-
genic GoldenDoodle. I have uncon-
ditional  love for my buddy Bill and 
totally enjoy working with him on his 
magazine. The incredible passion he 
has for publishing is so contagious that 
it makes my hair curl and tail wag. 
 But enough about me. Let’s talk 
about this issue. I’m one of three 
four-legged contributors here at Mount 
Pleasant Magazine. Piper is another 
four-legged member of this group. 
He is loved and owned by art direc-
tor Dana Coleman. And our third 
member is Jelly Bean, who works from 
home along with managing editor 
Brian Sherman.
 Here’s a recent photo of me and Piper hanging around the office; Jelly Bean 
couldn’t attend the shoot. As you can see by the picture, Piper is a lot smaller than 
I am. However, his size doesn’t stop him from expressing himself. 
 You should have seen all of us as we read submissions for East Cooper’s Favor-
ite Pets. They really tugged at our hearts. It was quite the scene: two grown dogs 
and one pup all crying our eyes out as we read what people said about their four-
legged family members. If you don’t shed a few tears when you read about Argos, 
your heart is made of dog biscuits. The fellow dog we persuaded our editor Denise 
K. James to feature on the cover is CC Bloom, a Jack Russell terrier who saved 
her family from a house fire. It’s an amazing story that includes the Awendaw Fire 
Department. 
 After much debate – and even though dogs obviously rule around here – Piper, 
Jelly Bean and I chose a variety of pets. We picked Brownie the chicken, Daisy 
May the potbellied pig and Eureka the crested cockatoo. We even decided to 
include a couple of cats – Gizmo and General Sumter. I have to admit, we were 
disappointed when we discovered more people in America own cats than dogs. For 
proof, check out Pets By The Numbers on page 63.
 Bill wanted me to tell you what else was in the July/August edition, but, to be 
honest, I really don’t care. We dogs are too excited about all our new four-legged 
friends we met, as well as our two-legged friend Eureka. 
 I’ve already approached the team with some ideas about next year’s pet issue. 
If you would like to read more submissions beyond what was printed inside this 
issue, visit www.ReadMPM.com/ECpets. Until next July/August, remember it’s 
always “Be Nice to Your Pet Day.” 

Sincerely yours,
Charlie Macchio

Charlie’s Publisher’s Note
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We can’t think of a better way than lunch with some new 
friends to introduce you to life at Somerby. After a delicious 

meal, let us show you around. You will get to see how the 
people who live here enjoy the spark of happiness that 

comes from living with purpose. Experience our inviting 
accommodations, our spirited lifestyle and come meet our 
Associates who are devoted to making each day a surprise 

and delight. We look forward to meeting you and sharing why 
Somerby is Full of Life.

Let’s do lunch. Call 888.906.7180 to plan your visit.

When choosing a senior community, where do you begin? 

We suggest starting with lunch.

888.906.7180   •   www.SomerbySpark.com

I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G    •    A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G    •    M E M O R Y  C A R E

/modemtpleasant

976 Houston Northcutt Ste. M, Mt. Pleasant, SC

 | Next to Smoothie King

Home of the $40 Designer Jean

Head-to-toe 
designer fashion
for under $100

*get an entire outfit for less than $100

Sizes 0 - 22
Accessories

$4.99 - $14.99$4.99 - $14.99
Meet Trish & Tracy 

We help you shop differently

I’m writing this as a brand 
new Mount Pleasant homeowner! Yep, 
I just purchased my own little piece of 
East Cooper right before this issue you’re 
holding went to press. The process of 

finding, financing and closing on my own place 
was nothing short of a roller coaster – but I learned 
a lot along the way from a variety of people.
 Throughout the odyssey of buying property, 
I’ve also been working on our July/August edition, 
which is our education issue as well as our pet issue. 
Call me crazy, but it seems like whatever’s going on 
in my actual life always ties into the magazine. For 
example, I recently spent eight days house-sitting for 
my friends on Daniel Island. They have a montage 
of animals, from dogs to snakes, which kept me entertained as I read over your 
engaging, touching submissions for the East Cooper’s Favorite Pets feature.  
 It was a tough call figuring out which pet would grace the front cover, but I 
have to say the Jack Russell terrier CC Bloom took the cake, or the dog treat. CC 

Bloom woke her owners, Kieran and Barbara Mays, 
pictured on our cover, from a house fire inside their 
former home in Awendaw, essentially saving their lives. 
The Mays family, now residing in Mount Pleasant, is 
joined by two town of Awendaw firefighters: Battalion 
Chief Paul Kondor, left, and Engineer Bobby Hodge. 
Shot on location by Jenn Cady on a sunny day, the 
cover is a reminder that pets can serve as our heroes, 
lifting our spirits and aiding us during a crisis. 
       This issue is brimming with features that will teach 
you about what’s going on in the area, how to keep 
Mount Pleasant’s beloved traditions alive, which dental 
professionals are enhancing our smiles, what committees 
are working to make housing more affordable and more. 

      And let’s not forget my personal favorite of all our supplements, the 
Independent School Directory. We’re fortunate to have a number of awesome 
schools throughout the tri-country – many featured in this issue – and each has a 
different way of enabling students to be their best. 
 In fact, the whole issue is a smorgasbord, in my opinion, and you’ll finish 
these pages feeling satisfied, not to mention smarter. It’s summer, so I have to give 
a shout-out to all our seasonal editorial interns as well: Alexandra Kent, Samantha 
Sullivan and Alyssa Zapinski. I couldn’t have done it without them. And even 
though they’re all years younger than me, I’ve learned a lot from them. As my pal 
Preston says, life is irony. 
 Until the weather cools off and the days shorten, we hope you enjoy the issue 
and that you keep an open mind to new ideas. 

Yours,
Denise K. James 
Editor
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Four-legged Heroes
Our AnnuAl Pet Issue

JULy/AUgUSt
 2016

®

Sailing 
into the 
Sunrise 

shrimping on shem creek

Get on 
Board
at the Newest 
Skate Park

Smiling Faces - page 97   |   Independent School Directory - page 113

CC Bloom with owners 
Kieran and Barbara Mays 

and Awendaw firefighters 
Battalion Chief Paul Kondor 
and Engineer Bobby Hodge.

DOG FRIENDLY porch and deck

We accept BARTERCARD for lunch,  
take out and catering

Think of us for all of your upcoming 
EVENT and CATERING needs. 

Visit our website to order 
take-out, delivery and for information 

on upcoming events and music!

OPEN  
Mon-Fri 11am-2am Sat & Sun 9am-2am

BRUNCH SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
9am-3pm with LIVE MUSIC

THE SHELTER KITCHEN AND BAR
202 Coleman Blvd

(p) 843.388.3625   |   (f) 843.388.3641
www.theshelterkitchenandbar.com
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Customer Service
THE CORNERSTONE OF GROWTH

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

By The Numbers
MOUNT PLEASANT 

Movers & Shakers
MOUNT PLEASANT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION • MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY - page 23

MOUNT PLEASANT MEANS 

BUSINESS! 
NOW WE HAVE A BUSINESS MAGAZINE. 

Two magazines, one investment. 
MP Business Magazine IS 

Mount Pleasant's only business magazine. 

The official program 

for the town's most 

popular trade show, the 

MOUNT PLEASANT BUSINESS 

AND COMMUNITY EXPO. 

Thousands of business 

owners and entrepreneurs 

will be attending. 

First inside Mount Pleasant Magazine, then published as a stand-alone 

magazine in both the digital and print magazines. 

To be included in MOUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE and MP BUSINESS MAGAZINE 
email Publisher@MountPleasantMagazine.com or call 843-345-7012. 
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Calendar of Events

Friday Night Boogie
Where: Mount Pleasant Pier
time: 7 p.m.-11 p.m.
Dancing to the sounds of DJ Jim Bowers spinning a 
variety of unforgettable oldies, beach music classics 
and line dancing hits. You must be 21 or older. More 
information: www.ccprc.com/1740/Friday-Night-Boogie 

JULY 15TH

ShaggiN’ oN the Cooper 
(Recollections)
Where: Mount Pleasant Pier
time: Gates open at 7 p.m.
Dust off your dancing shoes. Live music from 
local bands will be performed all summer at 
the Mount Pleasant Pier. All ages are invited 
to jump on the dance floor and enjoy the 
harbor under the stars. More information: 
www.ccprc.com/1175/Shaggin-on-the-Cooper

16TH

dead 27s
Where: The Windjammer
time: 9 p.m.- 1:30 a.m.
Head out to the Windjammer and grab a 
drink before The Dead 27s hit the stage. 
You won’t be able to get enough of this 
local band and their powerfully charged 
blend of rock-and-soul. More information: 
www.the-windjammer.com/wp/event/dead-27s-3

iSle oF palmS BeaCh ruN
Where: IOP beach
time: 8 a.m.
You love the beach and you love to run. So 
here’s your #1 summer run! Register you 
and your family to do one of three runs 
on the shoreline of the Isle of Palms. More 
Information: www.iop.net/iop-beach-run 

BreWS aNd CheWS iSlaNd 
Beer FeStival 
Where: Palmetto Hall and Pool 
time: 3 p.m.-6 p.m.
Head out to Wild Dunes to try a selection 
of local, regional and national craft beers 
and an irresistible variety of festival food 
stations and enjoy some live music. You 
can even show your competitive side with 
pool and lawn games. More information: 
www.wilddunes.com/charleston-resort-
events.php?year=2016&month=7 

24TH

CraCker
Where: The Windjammer
time: 8:30 p.m. -1 a.m.
If you’re musically diverse and enjoy a mix 
of punk, garage rock and a little country, 
Cracker is your band. Touring after the release 
of their newest album, you’ll find this band 
jammin’ it up at the Windjammer. More 
information: www.the-windjammer.com/wp/
event/cracker-2

29TH

driviN N CryiN
With the high driverS
Where: The Windjammer
time: 9 p.m.- 1:30 a.m.
If you prefer to stick with old school rock 
and roll, you need to check out Drivin N 
Cryin. They’re basically a time machine back 
to the 90s. More Information: www.the-
windjammer.com/wp/event/drivin-n-cryin

30TH

mailto:Publisher@mountpleasantmagazine.com
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Hootie and tHe BlowfisH
where: Volvo Car Stadium
time: 7 p.m.
You know them, you love them and you do not want to 
pass up a concert like this. It will be a night you won’t 
forget at the Volvo Car Stadium. More information: 
www.volvocaropen.com

august 5TH- 6TH

sHaggin’ on tHe Cooper 
(Vinyl Daze)
where: Mount Pleasant Pier
time: Gates open at 7 p.m.
Live music from local bands will be 
performed all summer at the Mount Pleasant 
Pier. All ages are invited to jump on the 
dance floor and enjoy the harbor under the 
stars. More information: 
www.ccprc.com/1175/Shaggin-on-the-Cooper

13TH

train w/andy grammer 
where: Volvo Car Stadium
time: 7:30 p.m.

They’re 
responsible for 
getting “Drops 
of Jupiter” and 
“Hey, Soul 
Sister” stuck in 
your head for 
weeks on end, 
and now they’re 
coming to 
Charleston with 

Andy Grammer. Need we say more? More 
information: www.volvocaropen.com

17TH

needtoBreatHe
where: Volvo Car Stadium
time: 7 p.m.
One of the most well-known and 
talented contemporary Christian bands, 
NEEDTOBREATHE, is on tour after the 
release of their newest CD, “Hard Love.” 
If you want a night filled with gospel choir 
choruses, pop anthems and a hip-hop beat, 
they’ve got you covered. More information: 
www.volvocaropen.com

19TH

Half ruBBer tournament
where: Recreation Department - Isle of Palms
time: 8 a.m.-10 p.m.
If you’re a fan of this traditional Carolina 
game or just need to let out your competitive 
side, the Half Rubber Tournament is a no-
brainer. More information: www.iop.net/
half-fubber-tournament-2016-08-20 

20TH
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Dr. Murrin is Changing the Lives of Mount Pleasant Two Hands at a Time

Dr Matthew Murrin DC, BSc Kin, CEP, CFC
1004 Anna Knapp Blvd.  |  Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

ChiropracticusaSC.com
843.881.0046

DR. MURRIN CAN HELP!

$37 a $365 value

SUMMER SPECIAL
FIRST 10 CALLERS to mention 

this ad will receive a 
consultaion, exam, x-rays 

and HydroMassage 
FOR ONLY

• migraines      

• low back pain       

• shoulder pain 

• knee pain     

• plantar fasciitis      

• neuropathy

Charleston’s only Aquatech Society Build/Design Firm
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Cast Off fishing tOurnament
Where: Mount Pleasant Pier
time: 7 a.m.
The Mount Pleasant Pier offers a beautiful view of the water 
and great fishing. Grab your rod, some bait and you’re off 
to see who can reel in the best catch. More information: 
www.ccprc.com/2038/Cast-Off-Fishing-Tournaments

SEPTEMBER 10TH

sCOttish games and 
highland gathering
Where: Boone Hall Plantation
time: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Whether you’re looking to experience 
Olympic type competition or Scottish 
music, the Scottish Games and Highland 
Gathering will offer that and much 
more. More Information: www.
boonehallplantation.com/events_scottish.php

17TH PrOhibitiOn – 
the Party fOr a Cause
Where: Southerly Restaurant and Patio
time: 7 p.m.-11 p.m.
Go back in time to the 1920s with The 
Party for a Cause. You’ll enjoy heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, jazz music, swing dancing, a silent 
auction and an open bar. It’ll be a roaring 
good time! More Information: 
www.eastcooperspeakeasy.com/party-details

23rd
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shaggin’ On the COOPer 
(The Sneakers)
Where: Mount Pleasant Pier
time: Gates open at 7 p.m.
Dust off your dancing shoes. Local bands will be 
performing all summer at the Mount Pleasant Pier. 
All ages are invited to jump on the dance floor and 
enjoy the harbor under the stars. More information: 
www.ccprc.com/1175/Shaggin-on-the-Cooper 

9/11 herOes run
Where: Along Seven 
Farms Drive
time: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
This event honors the 
sacrifices made by the 
heroes of 9/11 and 
welcomes runners and 
walkers of all levels and all ages. More information: 
www.danielisland.com/event/911-heroes-run

Calendar of Events

the lumineers
Where: Volvo Car Stadium
time: 7 p.m.
When you hear “The Lumineers,” most likely 
you start singing their hit song “Ho Hey.” 
This alternative band has been everywhere 
from the Grammys to “The Hunger 
Games” soundtrack. This is sure to be an 
unforgettable show. more information: 
www.volvocaropen.com

taste Of CharlestOn
Where: Boone Hall Plantation
The name says it all. This three-day event 
features more than 50 of Charleston’s favorite 
restaurants, including beer and wine. There 
will also be live music, the Waiter’s Race, and 
the Kid’s Kitchen Slideshow. A portion of all 
proceeds will go to various charities. 
More information: 
www.boonehallplantation.com/toc.php

25TH
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Calendar of Events

Isle of Palms ConneCtor run and 
Walk for the ChIld
Where: Isle of Palms
time: 8 a.m.
If you’re a marathon enthusiast, we’ve got one more for you. 
This non-profit 5K and 10K race goes across the Isle of Palms 
Connector and supports the prevention of child abuse in the 
Charleston area. More information: www.ioprun.com

OCTOBER 1st

mount Pleasant farmers market
Where: Moultrie Middle School
time: 3:30 p.m.-7 p.m.
Stroll through the market to find a bounty of just-
picked vegetables and fruits, stunning and fragrant 
flowers and local seafood, plus fresh-cooked meals, 
baked and canned goods and locally produced 
snacks, while enjoying live music and family-friendly 
activities. More information: 
www.comeonovermp.com/index.aspx?nid=110 

north mount Pleasant 
farmers market 
Where: Rusty Rudder
time: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
The Rusty Rudder Mount Pleasant hosts a North 
Mount Pleasant Farmers and Craft Market 
featuring items from local vendors along with live 
music. More information: www.facebook.com/
North-Mt-Pleasant-Farmers-Market-at-The-Rusty-
Rudder-960721070686696

onGoInG eVents

July 18 - SEpT. 27 July 17 - OCTOBER
tuesdays sundays

THANKs for voTiNg Us 

foUr yeArs rUNNiNg!

HAir  |  MAKe-Up  |  AirbrUsH MAKe-Up  |  spA services |  XTreMe eyelAsHes |  sprAy TANNiNg

1909 N Highway 17 | Mt Pleasant, SC 29464  

VanitySalonSC.com  

843.216.7181

Where style matters. 

style bus

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://www.ccprc.com/2038/Cast-Off-Fishing-Tournaments
http://boonehallplantation.com/events_scottish.php
http://www.eastcooperspeakeasy.com/party-details
http://www.ccprc.com/1175/Shaggin-on-the-Cooper
http://www.danielisland.com/event/911-heroes-run
http://www.volvocaropen.com/
http://www.boonehallplantation.com/toc.php
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 245 Seven Farms Dr #210  |  Daniel Island, SC

843.881.2130   
oneillplasticsurgery.com

Dr. O’Neill is a triple board certifi ed 
plastic surgeon. He and his staff are helpful, 

knowledgeable on the latest treatment 
options, and excited to help each 

patient achieve their goals.

Only available at 
O’Neill Plastic Surgery

Now Offering 

3-D IMAGING
for face and body procedures.

SEE YOUR BEFORE AND AFTER, 
BEFORE YOUR SURGERY 

You’ll find a community bank with a proven track record of 
financial success, based right here in South Carolina. 

And you’ll work with local bankers who really understand the 
market.

For true comunity banking, make the change to South Atlantic 
Bank in Mount Pleasant.

1127 Queensborough Boulevard, Suite 105 
Mount Pleasant • 843.972.4300

SouthAtlantic.bank ®

OPENING SUMMER 2017                                   
on JOHNNIE DODDS BLVD.

We’re committed to the Lowcountry for the long term with our local 
headquarters under construction on Johnnie Dodds Boulevard.

So for now, visit us at our current location on Queensborough Boulevard. 
You’ll see that community banking is alive and well in the Lowcountry.

We’re Your Community Bank in the Lowcountry!

Also in Myrtle Beach • North Myrtle Beach • Murrells Inlet • Georgetown • Pawleys Island
Member

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://oneillplasticsurgery.com/
http://southatlantic.bank/
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Our Contributors

Alexandra Kent was born and raised 
in Mount Pleasant. After attending 
Christ Our King School, she contin-
ued her education at Bishop England 
High School and is currently a junior at 
Clemson University, studying Graphic 
Communications. When she is not glued 
to a computer screen trying to learn new 

techniques for her designs, she enjoys cooking for friends 
and family, photography and shopping the latest trends in 
fashion. She hopes to one day work for a magazine, creat-
ing artistic layout and design and incorporating her love for 
fashion and travel.  

Mike Sigalas is the author of six cultural-
historical travel books on the Carolinas 
and the American South. In this 20s and 
30s, he taught English at a number of 
colleges, including The Citadel, Califor-
nia State University and The USC. His 
other writing includes numerous pro-
duced plays and comedy sketches, poems, songs and various 

online travel articles for Orbitz and HomeandAway.com. 
He is the proud father of two sons. His current projects in-
clude a love story set in 1930s New York City and the South 
Carolina Upstate, and a film noir screenplay set in 1990s 
Charleston. Reach him online at sigalasm2020@gmail.com.

Samantha Sullivan will begin her sopho-
more year at Wando High School in the 
fall. She is on staff at the Wando Legend 
and is a freelance writer for multiple 
online publications. She hopes to pursue 
a career in print journalism. 
 

Alyssa Nicole Zapinski is a senior at the 
College of Charleston. She is studying 
creative writing with hopes that she will 
one day work with publishing companies 
and author books for young adults. In her 
free time, she loves to read out loud with 
her fiance, try new foods, attend plays, 
travel, keep up with her lifestyle blog and 
spend time with her friends and family. 

1101 Stockade Lane (Hwy 17N)  |  Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466  |  843.388.4302  |  so lmtp leasant .com  |     SOL Mt. Pleasant  |      SOLMtPleasant

Locals Have Spoken 
V o t e d  B e s t  C o c k t a i l s

B e s t  B u r g e r
B e s t  T a c o s

O n e  o f  t h e  B e s t  H a p p y  H o u r s
a n d  B e s t  N e w  R e s t a u r a n t  2 0 1 4

A family friendly establishment 
featuring indoor & outdoor dining, 
our commitment to food with bold 
f lavors and “just-juiced” cocktails 

has made SOL a local favorite.

W o o d  F i r e  G r i l l
1 6  C r a f t  B e e r s  o n  T a p

N e a r l y  6 0  P r e m i u m  T e q u i l a s
W i n e  &  H a n d - C r a f t e d  C o c k t a i l s

Lunch | Dinner | Cocktails
Happy Hour & Sunday Brunch

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://homeandaway.com/
mailto:sigalasm2020@gmail.com
http://solmtpleasant.com/
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http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://www.carolinafootspecialists.net/
mailto:publisher@mountpleasantmagazine.com
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isit www.MountPleasantMagazine.coM FOR MORE than what yOu sEE in thE pRint MagazinE: 

more stories, more photographs and more fun stuff  in general.

Cast your votes for your favorite restaurants with the 2017 golden spoon awards at goldenspoonawardsrestaurant. 

the deadline is aug. 1, so hurry! the winning restaurants will be published in our september/October issue. we’re not limiting 

you to just East Cooper either – you and your friends can cast votes for any spot in the tri-county area. 

 in honor of  smile week in august, this issue is ready to help you say cheese. Our oral Health Professionals Directory is 

available online at www.chsdentists.com. plus, our independent school Directory is live at MountpleasantMagazine.com/

schools/. Know someone moving to the area? give them a helping hand by sharing these directories.

 this summer, we’ve really upped our Pinterest game (www.pinterest.com/mountpleasa0093). not only that, but you can follow 

snapshots of  Mount pleasant on our instagram (@MountpleasantMagazine) and join our online Facebook Community (www.

facebook.com/groups/MpMCommunity).  

Web Extras

V

One
Home Loans

We are citizens helping citizens bank better.
 • Fixed Rate, Adjustable Rate Mortgages, and Interest Only Products for Primary and Second Homes
 • Portfolio lending that off ers fl exibility needed for affl  uent markets with larger loan sizes
 • Competitive construction/renovation loans for primary and second homes
 • Doctor loan programs
 • Investment property fi nancing
 • Our goal is to deliver the best possible banking experience ever

Mortgages are offered and originated by Citizens Bank, N.A. Citizens One Home Loans™ is a brand name of Citizens Bank, N.A. (NMLS ID# 433960). 
All loans are subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. ©2015 Citizens Financial Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

Kent Austin
NMLS #331458  |  843-478-2780

Martha Bonds  
NMLS# 659161  |  843-284-9600

Neil Ferguson
NMLS# 659175  |  843-224-7182

Betsy Good
NMLS# 415266 |  843-323-2941

Janice Green
NMLS# 1326173  |  843-972-6950

Sherri Hux
NMLS #223063  |  843-619-4436

John Moxley
NMLS #659248  |  843-568-2300

Gayle Robinson
NMLS #659254  |  843-345-0272

Steve Ross
NMLS #415558  |  843-817-4954

Dustin Valinski
NMLS #659263  |  843-452-2151

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.chsdentists.com/
http://mountpleasantmagazine.com/schools/
http://www.pinterest.com/mountpleasa0093
http://facebook.com/groups/MpMCommunity
http://mountpleasantmagazine.com/schools/
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Complimentary Cut 
with highlight or Color serviCe 
during march/april when ad is mentioned

• Shampoo, haircut, styling
• Full-service color services
• Foils – one color to multi-colors!
• Feather extensions & hair tinsel
• Facial waxing
• Eyebrow tinting
• Eyelash extensions
• Manicures and pedicures!

843-849-7005
salonsalonofcharleston@gmail.com 
www.salonsalonofcharleston.com

897 Houston Northcutt Blvd. | Mount Pleasant

PUREOLOGY AND RODAN & FIELDS
GRAND LASH MD

SOUTHERN BLING JEWELRY

COMPLIMENTARY CUT 
WITH HIGHLIGHT OR COLOR SERVICE 
DURING JULY/AUGUST WHEN AD IS MENTIONED

843.971.4110

Originals
Jewelry
Pottery

Sculptures
Photography

Custom Framing

Local Gifts For All Occasions

Thank you for 
voting us 

Best Art 
Gallery 4 

years!

www.KarensKornerFrameAndArt.com

Thank you for 

KAREN’S
KORNER

Frame Shop & Art Gallery

1405 Ben Sawyer Blvd • Bldg 2 • Suite 101 • Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
mailto:salonsalonofcharleston@gmail.com
http://www.salonsalonofcharleston.com/
http://www.karenskornerframeandart.com/
http://best-massage.biz/


31w w w.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  w w w.ILoveMountPleasant .com |  w w w.BestO fMountPleasant .com

Derek Vann appears in your May/June issue of Mount 
Pleasant Magazine as a 2016 Favorite Dad.

FYI: His daughter, Sophia, has been my I-Beam student 
for the last four years at Whitesides Elementary School. 
The I-Beam mentoring program has a student with reading 
difficulties meet with an adult mentor for one hour each week 
during the school year. You start with your student in the 
second grade and continue with them through fifth grade. 
For a half hour, the student either reads to you or with you, 
or you read to them, depending on their ability. The last half 
hour is spent going to lunch with them in the school cafeteria 
to socialize. Sophia is in the fifth grade and final year of her 
I-Beam program with me. I’ve known her mom, Saritta, 
for awhile now and just met her dad, Derek, last week at a 
school musical that Sophia was participating in. Matthew was 
with them also. I’d met him before since he used to attend 
Whitesides before advancing to middle school.

They’re a wonderful family, and I was happy to see Derek 
nominated as a 2016 Favorite Dad.

Thank you,
Al Bradshaw-Whittemore 

Thank you for publishing the short essay about my wife, 
Beth Ann DeRycke Chaconas, on page 20 of the “Mom 
& Dad” edition of Mount Pleasant Magazine. Beth Ann’s 
recognition was well deserved; it absolutely made her 
Mother’s Day!

Beth Ann has received many compliments. Best of all, her 
mom and brothers and sisters and extended family from 
upstate New York have fallen in love with your publication. 
I wonder why?!

Your follow-up of my online submission was incredible. You 
are fast, efficient and professional.

Since we are practically neighbors, I will stop by your office 
one afternoon for a quick introduction. It would be my 
pleasure to meet you.

Thanks again for the best Mother’s Day gift ever!

Appreciatively,
Paul Chaconas :) 

We love feedback from our friends, whether it comes from our Facebook page (facebook.com/MountPleasantMagazine) or by 
email, snail mail or MountPleasantMagazine.com. Letters are edited for length and clarity.

Notes from Friends

We carry a huge selection of grills & smokers 
as well as hundreds of grilling tools & accessories.

1118 BOWMAN ROAD (next to Dick's) • MT PLEASANT 
843-849-0390 • KITCHENANDCOMPANY.COM

#BBQHQ

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://facebook.com/MountPleasantMagazine
http://mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://kitchenandcompany.com/


Michael E. Collins: Right – 526 was a picnic last night!!!

Kathy Bannister: Spent 2½ hours on 41 from 17 between 5 and 7 p.m.

Bob Edwards: Finally!

Denise Melton Kepecs: Was just cursing this road today! Hope this all pans 
out quickly and easily.

Amanda Marie Cecilia Martin: Put a circle or light at the road leading to 
Sonic. 

Paul Irwin: Widening 41, new bridge. All funnels into Clements Ferry Road. 
What a mess that is on a daily basis.

Alan Langston: Not sure any of it is the answer. Why not use the electrical line 
easement that runs just beyond Highway 41 on Highway 17? This could be 
built at less cost and quicker than a widening project and could feed existing 
arterial routes.

Mitch Chisholm: Improving Highway 41 should greatly support a lot of new 
development. Lots and lots of rural property just waiting. Think of the tax 
revenue that will spin off from those new homes. The newcomers will be 
happy to get away from rude people and ice and snow.

William J. Hamilton: We cannot and will never build enough roads to move 
all the traffic from all the places those roads open to development. If we 
shave five minutes off of a commute, someone will build a new development 
three miles further out into the countryside where nobody will care. All of 
this pushes more traffic into our urban core, where there is no more room for 
more roads. Transit is the only way out of the problem: www.busec.org.

Jeanne Snow: What happened to the suggestion by Mayor Riley years ago 
regarding a monorail system for future transit problems? Road expansion 
opens up plans for additional development and added traffic burdens. Years 
late, dollars short as usual. Always been a huge problem since the onset of 
major growth.
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Notes From Friends

“Moving Forward: 
Something is About to 

Happen on Highway 41”
Editor’s Note: In our May/June 2016 issue, we published a feature 

written by Brian Sherman about the proposed improvements on 
Highway 41. Our social media fans and followers had a lot to 
say about the topic – in fact, it was one of our most shared and 

commented-upon stories EVER – so we decided to print a few here.

2700 North Hwy 17 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466
(843) 606-2715
www.NextToNewSC.com
Monday-� ursday 10-6
Friday-Saturday 10-5

Remember, it 
doesn’t have 

to be new 
to be awesome!

2700 North Hwy 17 2700 North Hwy 17 

http://www.busec.org/
http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://www.nexttonewsc.com/
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1558 Ben Sawyer Blvd 
843-883-0101 • www.primetimefi t.net

COME SEE OUR NEW LOCATION!
All of the amenities of a big-box 

gym, with none of the hassle, 
sales, contracts, or judgment!

Offering personal and group 
fi tness services to kids, seniors, 

and everyone in between.

Yoga, Indoor Cycling, 
Boot Camp, and more!

“Your Home Gym Away From Home”

Key access between 
5 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.; 

otherwise by 
appointment only.

Please call 843-883-0101 
to get started today! 1800 Highway 17 North,Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

www.PitStopAutoandTire.com
843.884.9700

1800 Highway 17 North,Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

YOUR ONE-STOP AUTO SHOP!

$29.95
FAST OIL CHANGE* 

21 Pt. Inspection

$39.95
OIL CHANGE SPECIALS

FAST OIL CHANGE* 
Tire Rotation

21 Pt. Inspection
*Fast Oil Change includes conventional oil up to 5 qts. with standard 

fi lter. Must present coupon at time of service. Restrictions apply. Limit one 
coupon per customer. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 9/30/16.

NOW OFFERING
AUTOMOTIVE TINTING

Starting at $99 

Spr ing into FALL!

The Common • 210 Coleman Blvd., Mt. Pleasant • 884-4814
www.ragamuffi  nchildrensboutique.com • www.strideritemountpleasant.com

BE BACK TO SCHOOL READY!  •  ONE STOP SHOPPING!  •  SCHOOL APPROVED SHOES!  •  COMPLETE DANCE SHOP!  •  SUMMER SALE!

Dressing them in 
the Best from Head 
to Toe for 63 Years!

Voted 
Best Children’s 

Boutique!

Whether you’re getting ready for School, vacationing at the beach, or attending a wedding, we have the perfect outfi ts for you!

Newborn to size 7
Monogramming

New Mother Registry

All the Top Brands in Shoes! 
Expert Shoe Fitters!

Complete DANCE Shop

Tween and Teen Shop!
Girls 7-16, Jr.’s, Ladies

Boys 8-20

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://www.primetimefit.net/
http://www.pitstopautoandtire.com/
http://www.ragamuffinchildrensboutique.com/
http://www.strideritemountpleasant.com/
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I  
t’s another steamy, sultry       
Saturday morning along the Carolina coast. 
The blazing June sun has not yet shown its 
glowing face above the horizon, but Captain 
Wayne Magwood has already been on the 
water for a few hours, preparing to repeat a 
ritual that has ruled his life for nearly 60 years. 

Before long, he and his crew of two will guide his 68-foot 
boat, “Winds of Fortune,” to his “secret spot,” where they 
hope to find a bounty of the tasty crustaceans that have 
defined Mount Pleasant’s Shem Creek and the menus of 
Lowcountry restaurants for interminable decades.
 As he has done since he was no more than a toddler, 
Magwood is looking for shrimp, and he and his crew are 
hoping for a huge haul that for a day at least will bring 

By Brian Sherman

Sailing 
into the 
SunriSe

Now 63,  Wayne 
Magwood has 

been shr imping 
s ince he was  4 

years  o ld.

Shrimping On Shem Creek
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Captain  Wayne Magwood has  been 
at  the helm of  “ Winds of  For tune” 
s ince 1986.

back memories of when shrimping was a lucrative busi-
ness for the hardy souls whose boats slept in the creek each 
night and returned to the open water every morning.
 That’s where “Winds of Fortune” is headed as the sun 
rises, but not long after its nets are in the water, a cable 
snaps, hurling one net into the sea and on its way to the 
ocean floor.
 “If it ain’t one thing, it’s two,” the captain said. “There’s 
not going to be any shrimping today. There won’t be any 
profit. Zero. But you got to laugh. If you don’t, you’ll cry.”
 Instead of shrimping, “Winds of Fortune” circled the 
area where the net, a $1,000 investment, went down. After 
a few hours, Magwood chose to make his way back to 
Shem Creek to re-rig the boat. He and his crew returned 
on Sunday, hooked the net and marked its location. The 
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sea was too rough to bring it in, but the captain said they 
would retrieve it sometime soon.

*****************************

 Wayne Magwood grew up on his dad’s boat. Now 63, 
he was just 4 when he started shrimping with Clarence 
A. Magwood Jr., better known as “Junior” or “Captain” 
to those who lived in Mount Pleasant long before Shem 
Creek was lined with restaurants and expensive homes. 
The younger Magwood bought his first boat in 1976 and 
named it “Scottie and Sherryl,” after his brother and sister. 
Ten years later, he purchased “Winds of Fortune.”
 At one time, the captain said, he and his relatives 
owned seven shrimp boats and a seafood business on Shem 
Creek, but today, only 
“Fortune” remains in 
Magwood hands. He 
admitted that shrimp-
ing, one of the most 
dangerous professions, 
has taken its toll on his 
health and well-being, 
but he added that he 
has no regrets about 
the path he chose for 
his life.
 “It’s in my blood. I 
just enjoy the outdoors 
and the salt air and 
being my own boss,” 
he said. “But this boat 
is getting old and I’m 
getting old. It’s time for me to take it easy. I can’t go like I 
used to. My mind says go, but my body says no.”
 Magwood still plies his trade virtually every day of the 
week, except when winds of 30 mph or more convince 
him to stay home. In the past, he has traveled as far away 
as Cape Canaveral, Florida, and Norfolk, Virginia, in 
search of shrimp. On his best excursion ever, he said, he 
hauled in 10,000 pounds of shrimp in a single day. That 
was 20 years ago, when one of his crew, Vinnie Vierra – 
who is also his stepson and still earns his living on “Winds 
of Fortune” – thought he made so much money that he no 
longer needed a steady job.
 “He made $4,000 in one day and quit,” Magwood 
remembered. “Two weeks later, he wanted his job back.”
 Vierra is still part of Magwood’s crew today, as is Oliver 
“Gil” Young, but much has changed since the shrimping 
industry’s heyday on Shem Creek. The captain said a de-
cent haul now is 500 pounds a day, and with competition 

from farm-grown and foreign shrimp, he can sell his catch 
for only about half of what he got back in the 1980s. 
 Meanwhile, fuel costs are much higher than they once 
were, government regulations are stricter and, even worse, 
bad luck apparently is following Magwood around this 
year. His boat’s propeller suffered damage after striking 
an object in the water, and during a trip to test his nets 
before the start of the season – which generally runs from 
around May 1 to around Dec. 31 – his engine cracked a 
head. He was hit with a $12,000 repair bill and missed the 
2016 Blessing of the Fleet and the first two weeks of the 
shrimping season. Then there was the snapped cable and 
the temporary loss of his net.
 Life on the water was much more profitable when 
Magwood purchased “Winds of Fortune” for $160,000 

in 1986.
     “I had $100,000 
in the bank. I bor-
rowed $60,000 and 
paid it off in three 
years,” he remem-
bered. “I’ve been 
broke ever since.”
      The world has 
changed in other 
major ways for the 
Shem Creek fishing 
industry. For one, 
Magwood pointed 
out that the creek 
once served as home 
base for 70 or more 
boats, a number that 

has dwindled to barely a dozen today. And back in the 
1980s and 1990s, trucks were waiting on the docks to 
transport shrimp to processing houses. Today, Magwood 
moves much of his catch through social media. When he 
has shrimp to sell, the word goes out on the Team Mag-
wood Facebook page.
 “A truck would pick up the shrimp for processors in 
Alabama and Mississippi, head them, pack them, freeze 
them, box them up and sell them back to grocery stores 
in the Lowcountry,” Magwood said. “Now everyone is on 
their own to sell their shrimp.”
 Though life as a shrimper has grown a little less bear-
able since Magwood captained his first boat at the age of 
16, he does have fond memories and good stories to tell 
about his time in the business. For instance, he likes to 
talk about Oliver Young’s little brother. Clarence Maurice 
“Reesie” Young was only 12 when they lost their father to 
a shrimping accident. He persevered, however, and became 

Wayne Magwood prepares  to  put  a  net  in  the water.  I t  wasn’t  long before  a  cable 
snapped,  sending the net  to  the ocean f loor.
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a football and wrestling star 
and also started his own 
T-shirt business while he was 
still in high school.
 One day someone from 
the Charleston Harbor Pilots 
Association called Magwood. 
The government was “en-
couraging” the group to do 
something for a person of 
color. Did Magwood know 
anyone who might benefit 
from the group’s largesse? 
 The captain got the asso-
ciation in contact with the young athlete/entrepreneur and 
eventually the group gave him a scholarship to the Maine 
Maritime Academy. Local shrimpers took up a collection so 
he could buy cold-weather clothing and other necessities. 
He graduated from the academy and today is a harbor pilot 
in Norfolk, Virginia.
 “That’s a good success story,” Magwood commented.
 Local shrimpers in general and Magwood in particular 
also played a role in establishing the Blessing of the Fleet, 

now an annual event at 
Memorial Waterfront Park 
in Mount Pleasant. In fact, 
Magwood said the Blessing, 
held in Charleston in the 
beginning and later at Al-
hambra Hall, was his idea. 
He pointed out that local 
shrimpers needed some 
good publicity at the time.
 “The shrimpers were 
getting a bad name. We had a 
bad reputation. People said we 
were raping the sea,” he com-

mented. “We wanted to show that we do good things, too.”
 The benefactor of the first Blessing of the Fleet was the 
local Meals on Wheels program.
 Through the good times and bad, Captain Wayne Mag-
wood has no regrets about where his life has gone. He said 
shrimping “helped me buy a couple of dozen cars and put 
four kids through college.” And he does relish the fact that 
people refer to him as “Captain.”
 “After 50 years, I think I earned the title,” he said. 

Two days after losing a net, Gil Young, Wayne Magwood and Vinnie Vierra 
were back on the water, hauling in around 1,000 pounds of shrimp.
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Have a Good 
(Mari)time 

F u n d r a i s e r s u p p o rts s h e m C r e e k 
F i s h i n g F l e e t 

By Pamela Brownstein

A       t the heart of Mount 
Pleasant – a rapidly growing town 
still trying to reach that delicate 
balance between unfettered 
development and stubborn 
preservation  – lies Shem Creek. This 
unique area is home to a working 

community of fishermen who for generations have trawled 
the waterways and 
lived off the bounty 
found along the 
South Carolina coast.
 Although these 
local boat operators 
have weathered 
storms throughout 
the years, economic 
obstacles such the 
ever-increasing 
cost of living and 
competition from 
overseas have made 
it difficult for many 
of them to stay afloat 
financially.
 Grace Edwards, 
whose husband runs a shrimp boat out of Shem Creek, 
saw these struggles firsthand. In response to their modern 
problems, she said the fishermen banded together and 
started looking at the needs of all the boats. In 2012, they 

formed the nonprofit Shem Creek Fisheries to support 
the Shem Creek commercial fishermen, their families and 
crew members.
 Last year, Edwards partnered with Karen Boals, owner 
of Karen’s Korner Frame and Art Gallery in Mount 
Pleasant, to spearhead the Chics of the Sea Fundraiser – a 
one-day event filled with music, food and original artwork 
donated by local artists and sold at a silent auction.

      Their efforts, 
through ticket sales, 
personal donations, 
silent auctions and 
raffles, enabled them 
to raise enough 
money to meet their 
goal of providing 11 
life rafts, one for each 
boat, at about $3,000 
per raft. They also 
were able to provide 
new inflatable life 
jackets and flares to 
the crab boats.
      “Our guys deserve 
to have the best 
equipment. This was 

a way to get them something they needed,” Edwards said. 
“Hardly any of the boats even had a life raft before this.”
 Boals said she got involved because she wants to 
support the hardworking people who live and work on 

P
h

o
to

 b
y 

Pa
m

el
a

 B
ro

w
n

st
ei

n
. 

Local  ar t ist  Abagai l  Wedlake stands by the mixed media  mermaid piece she created 
that  appears  on T-shir ts  for  the Chics  of  the Sea Fundraiser. 
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their boats. 
 “I believe we need to keep the boats at the creek in the 
creek,” she said.
 The second annual Chics of the Sea fundraiser will 
be held on Sunday, Aug. 14, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Harborside East, with live music by the East Coast Party 
Band, fresh Lowcountry boil (made with local shrimp, of 
course), live mermaids, raffles, an art auction and an open 
bar. Last year, 200 people attended the event, and this year 
there is a 300-person limit. 
 The goal of the 2016 fundraiser is to equip the 
Shem Creek fleet with a maritime navigation safety 
communications system. This updated technology, a 
Coast Guard requirement, makes it easier for large ocean-
going vessels to spot small fishing boats. It also makes the 
small boats easier to locate in case of an emergency or 
rescue situation.
 Local artists donated one-of-a-kind pieces that have 
been created especially for this year’s event, in a variety of 
mediums – from jewelry to metal sculptures to paintings 
– that will be available at the silent auction. The original 
mermaid piece by Abagail Wedlake, which appears on 

T-shirts, will also be raffled off.
 Many local businesses have donated items, in addition 
to artwork, Boals said. She added that the organizers of the 
event are grateful for the sponsors and to the community 
for the outpouring of generosity.
 “Really, it’s all about supporting local small 
businesses. More people are getting on the bandwagon 
for buying local seafood, local produce and local 
artwork, and that really makes a difference in the 
community,” she said. 

IF YOU GO:
What: Second Annual Chics of the Sea fundraiser
When: Sunday, Aug. 14, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Harborside East, 28 Bridgeside Blvd., Mount 
Pleasant
Details: Tickets are $75 in advance, $100 at the door  
and include open bar, music, food and fun for a 
good cause. Tickets can be purchased online at the 
Shem Creek Fisheries Facebook page and in person 
at Karen’s Korner Frame and Art Gallery, 1405 Ben 
Sawyer Blvd., Suite 101, in Mount Pleasant.

FOR A CONSULTATION PLEASE CALL 843.737.2597 
260 -A WEST COLEMAN BLVD.  |  MT. PLEASANT, SC 29464  |  B E T T E R L I F E C A R O L I N A S . c o m
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Veggie Tales

O       nce upon a time, the main 
thoroughfares of Mount Pleasant 
were not gateways to the beautiful 
neighborhoods we recognize today 
but expanses of fertile land where 
hardworking farmers grew scores 

of tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and other staples of 

Southern produce. It was, of course, long before I moved 
to this area – even before I was born – but, as I spoke to 
Douglas M. Heath about the industry that sustained his 
family for decades, I could almost picture it. 
 The original Heath family – made up of Alva M. Heath 
and his wife, Iva Lee Heath, as well as sons Douglas, Alec, 
Clayton, Marvin and George and daughters Gloria, Diane, 
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Joye and Cindy  – established themselves in the heart of 
East Cooper as farmers of produce and grain from the 
1950s until the 1990s. Douglas, Alec, Clayton and George 
were instrumental in the business – but they also had a 
little help from their friends, as the song goes. 
 Born in Georgia and raised in Mount Pleasant, 
Douglas recalled his earliest days when his dad worked for 
Seaboard Coast Line Railroad as a fireman and “would 
travel between Savannah 
and Charleston.” A new 
opportunity awaited the 
family when Iva’s uncle, who 
owned the land now known 
as Wakendaw Lakes, needed 
help farming and broached 
the idea of a partnership with 
Alva. The rest, as they say, is 
Mount Pleasant history. 
 “We initially worked out 
of a four-room shack located 
where Stuhr Funeral Home 
is now,” Douglas Heath said. 
“We started out with one mule – a huge mule named Julia 
– plus a very small tractor and a sled. We’d load the sled 
and drag it around.” 
 Back in those days, the 1950s, both Mathis Ferry and 
Bowman Road were dirt roads, according to Heath. And 
even the site of the former Wando High School building, at 
the corner of Mathis Ferry and Whipple roads, was nothing 
more than a lush grove of pecan trees. The Heath family, 
making good use of the available land, farmed among those 
very pecan trees until the school was built in 1973. 
 “Where the Live to Play swimming pool and tennis 
facilities are now, that’s where our largest packing 

house was from the late 1960s on,” Heath explained. 
“Our original packing house, located where Riverwood 
Apartments are now, had been burned, and the second one 
was built at 1503 Mathis Ferry Road. The house and shed 
are still there.” 
 Eventually, Douglas Heath’s son, Douglas L. Heath, 
was introduced into the family business. He and his 
mother, who taught at Wando High School, were original 

Warriors. 
 “I’ve lived here all my 
life,” the younger Doug 
Heath remarked. “Not 
many people know how 
Mount Pleasant used to be.” 
 Students from the new 
Wando High School as well 
as from Bishop England 
High School, proved to 
be a welcome source of 
labor for the Heaths. Even 
maintaining the packing 
house was entirely too 

much work for the family to accomplish alone. Business 
was thriving, and Alva and sons stayed busy farming many 
areas along Mathis Ferry – the current sites of I’On, Olde 
Park and Point Pleasant, to name a few – as well as along 
Long Point Road and in McClellanville. 
 “We would hire at least a hundred local students to help 
us pack,” Douglas Heath remembered. “We would also 
hire locals from Snowden as our tractor drivers. And we’d 
have crews from Immokalee, Florida. We had a number of 
migrant workers helping as well. When the crews would 
leave Mount Pleasant, they’d head up the Eastern seaboard 
and continue working other farms.” 
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Lef t :  Douglas  M.  Heath’s  fami ly  began farming in  Mount  Pleasant  in  the ear ly  1950s. 
R ight :  Douglas  L .  Heath with his  grandparents,  Alva  and I va  Heath.
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 According to the Heaths, helping 
out at the packing house, which was 
230 feet long by 100 feet wide, was a 
coveted form of summer employment 
from mid-May until July. Boxes of 
tomatoes, cucumbers, bell peppers, 
beans, cabbages and more were 
prepared to be sold in different areas 
of the region. Produce 
from Heath Farms was 
available at the juncture 
of Ben Sawyer Boulevard 
and Rifle Range Road in 
an open air market, at the 
downtown Charleston 
market and even as far 
away as in Columbia, 
in what Douglas 
Heath called “a natural 
progression” of business. 
 Then, in 1983, Alva 
Heath passed away, 
and plans changed. In an effort 
to scale back but still honor the 
family’s legacy, Douglas Heath, 
his brothers and their immediate 
family members decided to open 
a produce stand at 1503 Mathis 
Ferry Road, known as Heath Farms 
Fresh Produce. The business was 
a true family effort and remained 
a cornerstone of Mount Pleasant 
culture until the early 1990s. 
 “My two sisters-in-law – Clayton’s 

wife, Sally Heath, and Alec’s wife, 
Jeanie Heath – ran the produce stand, 
which was about 60 feet by 30,”  
Heath remarked. “We still farmed, but 
we did it on a smaller scale. The one 
thing we knew back then was work.”
 Today, Douglas Heath and his 
remaining family members are no 

longer in the produce industry, but 
East Cooper residents can still view 
the brick house where the Heaths 
lived, plus the packing shed and the 
slab of concrete where the produce 
stand was near the corner of Mathis 
Ferry and Whipple roads. Meanwhile, 
Douglas Heath now lives in Seaside 
Farms and enjoys a more leisurely 
pace of life. 
 And probably a salad for nostalgia’s 
sake every now and then.  

Alva Heath’s sons helped him run the business. Left to right: Alec, George, Douglas and Clayton.
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 According to the Heaths, helping 
out at the packing house, which was 
230 feet long by 100 feet wide, was a 
coveted form of summer employment 
from mid-May until July. Boxes of 
tomatoes, cucumbers, bell peppers, 
beans, cabbages and more were 
prepared to be sold in different areas 
of the region. Produce 
from Heath Farms was 
available at the juncture 
of Ben Sawyer Boulevard 
and Rifle Range Road in 
an open air market, at the 
downtown Charleston 
market and even as far 
away as in Columbia, 
in what Douglas 
Heath called “a natural 
progression” of business. 
 Then, in 1983, Alva 
Heath passed away, 
and plans changed. In an effort 
to scale back but still honor the 
family’s legacy, Douglas Heath, 
his brothers and their immediate 
family members decided to open 
a produce stand at 1503 Mathis 
Ferry Road, known as Heath Farms 
Fresh Produce. The business was 
a true family effort and remained 
a cornerstone of Mount Pleasant 
culture until the early 1990s. 
 “My two sisters-in-law – Clayton’s 

wife, Sally Heath, and Alec’s wife, 
Jeanie Heath – ran the produce stand, 
which was about 60 feet by 30,”  
Heath remarked. “We still farmed, but 
we did it on a smaller scale. The one 
thing we knew back then was work.”
 Today, Douglas Heath and his 
remaining family members are no 

longer in the produce industry, but 
East Cooper residents can still view 
the brick house where the Heaths 
lived, plus the packing shed and the 
slab of concrete where the produce 
stand was near the corner of Mathis 
Ferry and Whipple roads. Meanwhile, 
Douglas Heath now lives in Seaside 
Farms and enjoys a more leisurely 
pace of life. 
 And probably a salad for nostalgia’s 
sake every now and then.  

Alva Heath’s sons helped him run the business. Left to right: Alec, George, Douglas and Clayton.
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Anneke Pop.
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Hate is 
a Dirty 
Word

Love, Peace and Diny Adkins

A t the tender  
young age of 4, 
Diny Adkins was 
forced into a cal-
dron of unspeak-
able horrors. She 
emerged from 

the living hell foisted upon her for the 
crime of being 
a Jewish child 

in occupied Europe before and during 
World War II with uncommon op-
timism and a rare obsession to make 
the world a better place to live.
 Separated from her family, 
Adkins survived two Nazi concentra-
tion camps, sadistic nuns, shrapnel 
wounds and living on her own in the 
forest, subsisting on little more than 
grass. She watched as her best child-
hood friend was murdered by a Ger-
man soldier, and she witnessed people 
trampled to death desperately fighting 
over bits of food. Even after World 
War II came to an end, her life was 
torn asunder by the untimely death of 
her son, mother and husband.
 Despite the tragic events that have 
plagued her life, her heart is void of 
hate; she seeks no revenge on those 

who have wronged her. Instead, she 
preaches love and peace to all who 
will listen. If that sounds a little like 
the outlook of a flower child of the 
1960s – well, Adkins looks the part of 
a refugee from the 1960s.
 Inspired by a doll she has lost and 
found three times in her life – a pres-
ent from her grandfather – her belief 
in angels and in the innate goodness 
of mankind, she spreads her message 
of optimism at schools, churches, 
synagogues, colleges, conferences and 
retirement homes in the Lowcountry 
and throughout the nation, charging 
only for her expenses. Now 78 and 
a resident of The Palms of Mount 
Pleasant for the past eight years, she 
was born Jewish but later baptized as 
a Catholic. She tells her avid listen-
ers about her experiences during the 
Holocaust, but she also talks about 
subjects such as bullying and the dan-
ger of firearms.
 Her goal is, quite simply, to make 
the planet a better place for all.
 “There is so much hatred in this 
world. I wish everybody could hold 
hands and be peaceful,” she said. 
“There are still good people in the 

By  B r i A n  S h e r m A n

Cindy is a licensed massage  
therapist and registered nurse.   
Using her combined 25 plus years 
of medical experience, she has  
successfully integrated her knowl-
edge of pathology and assessment to 
formulate treatment plans specifically 
designed to meet her clients needs. 

Whether your needs require deep 
tissue, neuromuscular techniques or 
a relaxing maintenance massage for 
overall health and wellness, Cindy 
has the therapeutic solution.  

Mention this ad for 
$10.00 off 

your first massage! 
Call to schedule an appointment.

Historic Old Village • 123 Pitt Street
Inside BioKare Health & Wellness Center 

www.OldVillageMassage.com 

843.725.9210 
CinLiving@gmail.com 
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world. I tell kids to try to be nice to each other. If you have 
a disagreement with someone, talk it out, give each other a 
hug and say ‘now we’re friends.’”
 Adkins resides in what should be a spacious apart-
ment at The Palms, but virtually all the space in the three 
cluttered rooms is taken up by mementos of her past. 
Much of it has nothing to do with World War II Europe 
– relics of her life in the United 
States include posters and photos 
featuring icons of the 1960s 
and 1970s, among them John 
Lennon, Martin Luther King Jr., 
the Beatles, the Rolling Stones 
and Crosby, Stills and Nash. A 
self-proclaimed hippie, she wears 
a peace symbol around her neck 
and has multi-colored hair: blue, 
green, red – whatever suits her 
fancy at the time. She has tattoos 
and wears a stud in her nose. 
She has been a governess and she 
worked on a cruise ship, and she 
once hitchhiked from Montreal 
to San Francisco.
 Born in Bussum, Holland, 
Adkins was separated from her parents as a 4-year-old. 
She lived in the woods for a while, then in a home where 
a Christian family was hiding Jewish children from the 
Nazis. A nun later took her in, but her lot in life didn’t 
improve much. She lived in a filthy, rat-infested closet and 
ate only tulip bulbs and grass. She said on her birthday, the 
nun gave her a small piece of sugar beet. She was beaten 

and mistreated in other ways, but things got worse for the 
young girl when the nun turned her over to her brother, a 
piano teacher. He kept Adkins in his attic, sexually abused 
her and eventually turned her over to the Nazis, who 
shipped her off to the Westerbork concentration camp. She 
spent time at Amersfoort, another camp. On a train on the 
way to Auschwitz, some adults, apparently cognizant of 

the fate that awaited those who 
made it to the infamous death 
camp, pushed her out of the 
cattle car’s small window. Nuns 
found her and took her in.
     Though most of her family 
perished in the Holocaust, after 
the war, Adkins was reunited 
with her parents. She married an 
American solider, though that 
didn’t last. Her second husband, 
Roscoe Adkins, served in Viet-
nam and died from the effects of 
agent orange. He was, accord-
ing to Adkins, “the best man I 
ever met.” Her son committed 
suicide, and, not long after, her 
grief-stricken mother passed 

away as well.
 Though the walls of her apartment are covered with 
memories of her life in the United States, her only memen-
to from her childhood is Anneke Pop, the doll her grand-
father gave her when she was 3. She lost the doll in one 
of the concentration camps, and twice more, and, at one 
point, gave up hope that she would ever be reunited with 

Adk ins’ apar tment  is  c luttered with mementos  f rom the 
1960s  and 1970s.
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her childhood friend. But in 2013, a cousin discovered the 
doll on the Internet – a women who lived just around the 
corner from where she grew up had put it up for sale. One 
night she was surprised and elated to find Anneke Pop on 
her bed.
 “If you offered me a million dollars for that doll, I 
wouldn’t take it,” she said.
 Adkins, who has been speaking to groups about the 
Holocaust since the 1980s, is a recipient of The Post and 
Courier’s Jefferson Award. She has received citations from 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and she 
has written a book. “Can Forgive, But Cannot Forget” 
recounts her life in Holland and after the war and includes 
copies of letters she has received from children and adults 
and who heard her presentation. Proceeds from the book 
will help homeless and wounded veterans and the Holo-
caust Museum in Washington, D.C.
 Adkins, who doesn’t take her message to children un-
der the age of 11, opens her presentations with a movie 
about the Holocaust. Then she talks about all the groups 
of people who were murdered by the Nazis. Six million 
Jews perished, but millions of Gypsies, homosexuals, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, dark-skinned people, and those who 
were handicapped and with mental problems also were 
put to death.
 “I would like to teach the world to all hold hands to-
gether, no matter what their religion,” she said. “We need 
to love each other more.”
 At 78, life is not all sunshine and blue skies for Diny 
Adkins. She has been through therapy and has been diag-
nosed with post-traumatic stress syndrome. She still suffers 
from flashbacks, panic attacks, nightmares and claustro-
phobia, all a result of what she went through as a child. 
 Despite it all, she refuses to hate.
 “To me, hate is a dirty word,” she said.  
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The Rol l l ing Stones  and the Beat les  are  among Adk ins’ favor i tes.
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T he bodies of water that run 
through the Lowcountry sometimes 
feel like old friends. We become 
familiar with their ebb and flow, twists 
and turns and rocky oyster beds. For 
many, these streams, creeks, inlets 
and harbors provide a livelihood. The 

Lowcountry Maritime Society is an organization built on 
the belief that access to the water, and the many traditions 

that coincide with coastal living, 
should be reachable to all. Through 

summer camps and school programs, they bring the joy of 
life at sea to others, one boat-building venture at a time.
 “I’ve enjoyed working with local schools. They are such 
an important and inspiring part of our community,” said 
Prentice Brower, executive director of the Lowcountry 
Maritime Society. “I am very passionate about this area, 
the water and everything that comes with it, and I love be-
ing able to share and celebrate that with others.”
 The Lowcountry Maritime Society works with kids 
that often have little exposure to life on the water. Through 
their innovative boat-building program, children are able to 
complete a project, start to finish, with the end result being 

a cool vessel all their own. While the process of sketching 
out plans and measuring allows them to utilize their science, 
math and engineering skills, the real fun starts when they get 
to actually take their creations for a row. 
 “I love witnessing the transformation and engagement 
of our students’ progress from day one to the day we launch 
the boats they build,” said Brower. “That moment, when 
students, and often their parents, get out on the water on 
the boats they have built – that’s a pretty amazing scene.”
 Teachers of students enrolled in the programs have 
praised the Lowcountry Maritime Society with not only 
helping their pupils grasp educational concepts but with 
allowing them to find a sense of peace. Problems or stress 
they may be dealing with in their lives seem to vanish once 
they are out on the water. 
  “We want to help connect our community, engage our 
children and preserve our region’s identity. Education is 
at the core of our mission,” said Brower. “We believe that 
education through hands-on, tangible and relatable experi-
ences is key to engaging students. It ignites passions and 
builds self-awareness.”
 While during the school year the Lowcountry Mari-
time Society offers boat-building programs, come summer-

Water Is Our 
Common Bond

The Lowcountry Maritime Society 

Photos courtesy of Prentice Brower. 

By  K a L e n e  M cco r T
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time they expand into even greater 
territory. In late July, campers will not 
only draw and construct boats but 
also explore the Port Royal Sound. 
Through naturalist activities, ecology, 
arts and boat safety courses, campers 
gain a greater understanding and con-
fidence around the water. Rowing out 
on the Chechessee River, they begin 
to truly see all their hard work pay off. 
 “The response has been incred-
ible,” said Brower. “We started this 
program with a few guys taking time 
to go to Sanders Clyde Elementary 
each afternoon to teach boat building. 
We had never done it before, and we 

weren’t sure how it would go.”
 Brower was basically born and 
bred for his job. His childhood was 
one splashed in salt water and epic 
views. From teaching sailing at the 
age of 15 to being a crewmember of 
Charleston’s own Carolina Girl yacht, 
his experience in boating runs deep.  
 “My father took us kids cruis-
ing in the Northeast. We sailed from 
Bermuda back to the states and all 
over,” said Brower. “We also had a 
little 13-foot Boston Whaler when I 
was young.” 
 When he wasn’t on dry land, 
Brower could be found exploring 
the waterways rich with wildlife 

and taking in postcard-worthy 
sunsets. He feels fortunate to be 
able to offer similar experiences 
to children who otherwise would 
never have the chance. 
 “We’re able to provide a unique 
opportunity both for ourselves and 
our students. The process isn’t short,” 
said Brower. “As the boat begins to 
come together, the students get a fresh 
wave of excitement. Then we prime, 
then we get to paint, then names go 
on. As we get closer to launching, we 
start talking about the water more and 
students get more excited.”
 Brower and his team would like 

to start implementing these types of 
programs throughout the Southeast. 
Seeing the positive impact it has had on 
local children has inspired him to take 
additional steps to reach more kids in 
need of quality time spent on the water.
 “We believe the water is our com-
mon bond; it’s what makes our region 
unique. It is our identity,” said Brower. 
“I’d like to see communities from 
Georgetown to Savannah celebrating 
our common culture and heritage. 
Eventually we’d like to see our pro-
grams throughout the region.”  
 
To learn more visit us online, 
lowcountrymaritime.org.
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A New Level of 
Networking   

MPBA’s Expo

E       ach year since its inception in 
2011, the Mount Pleasant Business and 
Community Expo has risen to a new level, 
attracting an increasing number of attendees 
and regularly reaching its 70-booth 

capacity. This year is no different for East Cooper’s biggest 
networking event.
 As has been the case since the beginning, booths are 

selling quickly for the Expo, 
which is sponsored by the 

Mount Pleasant Business Association and will be held at 
the Omar Shrine Convention Center on Patriots Point 
Boulevard. In fact, Expo Co-chair Frank Frazier expects 
all 70 booths to be 
accounted for long 
before the Expo doors 
swing open on Sept. 
22. This year, the Expo 
Committee, co-chaired 
by Susan Spearman, 
is concentrating on 
making the event 
bigger and better than 
ever by attracting a 
larger crowd than the 
1,000 people who 
attended in 2015.
 “We can’t simply 
rest on our laurels,” said 
Frazier. “We have to 
work hard every year to make the Expo a success, and that’s 
exactly what we’re doing. Our goal this year is to attract 
1,500 attendees, which will be our largest crowd ever.”
 There is no admission charge to attend the Expo. 
Booths sell for $400, with a $50 discount to members of 
the Mount Pleasant Business Association. 
 The format for the Expo will remain as it has for the past 
four years. The doors open at 2 p.m., with the happy hour 
beginning at 5 p.m. on the convention floor. Attendees will 
listen to live music and continue to meet with vendors until 
the Expo closes at 7 p.m. And they will be able to purchase 

beer and wine to go along with food provided free of charge 
during the happy hour, courtesy of local restaurants Sticky 
Fingers, Burtons Grill and Jimmy Johns.
 “The Expo provides a great place to do business in 
a casual, fun atmosphere,” said Spearman. “It’s always 
been an outstanding event, but we’re constantly working 
on ways to make it better. It’s East Cooper’s premier 
networking opportunity.”
 “The Expo provides great exposure for any business,” 
she added. “We draw attendees from all over the tri-county 
area. You have the opportunity to meet a large number of 
people from Mount Pleasant and beyond learn about local 
businesses that have a lot to offer.”

      Mount Pleasant is 
playing an expanded 
role in this year’s Expo, 
which will serve as the 
culmination to the 
town’s annual Business 
Appreciation Week. In 
addition to serving as a 
community sponsor, Eric 
DeMoura will hold his 
Administrator’s Mobile 
Office Hours from 3 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Linda Page’s 
monthly Coffee with the 
Mayor is set from 4 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Local residents 
are encouraged to drop by 

and visit with the town’s administrator and chief executive.
      The title sponsor for the Expo is the law firm of 
Clawson and Staubes. Other community sponsors include 
Windwood Family Services, iHeart Media, Nelson 
Printing, Advanced Hearing Care and The Rawlings Bolig 
Frazier Group at Merrill Lynch. 

For more information on the Mount Pleasant Business and 
Community Expo or to purchase a booth, contact Frank 
Frazier at 410-274-0023 or frank_frazier@ml.com or Susan 
Spearman at 843-509-5972 or susan@nelsonprint.com.
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By BrIan sherMan

W 
orking with 3D 
printers and digital cutters 
in a fabrication lab might 
sound a little intimidating, 
but, for the students at 
Laing Middle School, it’s 
a part of their day-to-day 

curriculum. Laing recently was ranked among the top 10 
STEM Education schools in 
America – and the top three 

STEM Education middle schools in the country as well. 
 So what does STEM mean? It stands for science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics, and it’s taken on a 
life of its own at Laing Middle School. After six months of 
brainstorming, Laing’s faculty reinvented the program and 
introduced a “whole school” approach. 
 “How we have it framed is that it is embedded in every-
thing we do and is not something separate,” said Principal 
Jay Whitehair. 
 Three main pillars form the foundation of STEM Educa-
tion at Laing. Engineering is used to teach the students 

the process of problem solving. It helps middle schoolers 
think through issues and come up with the most logical and 
efficient way to resolve them. Technology, meanwhile, is 
more than just iPads and smartboards. It’s all about the nuts 
and bolts and innovative procedures that keep the wheels 
turning in the business world. The final pillar is technologi-
cal literacy. This means that students are expected to do 
more then just read, write and speak. They need to be able 
to comprehend the world around them, and they need to 
know how products are made and how businesses are run. 
In short, they need to know how things get done.
 These three pillars are the foundation of a fully im-
mersed curriculum. The STEM Education principles even 
are evident in classes such as Language Arts, where the 
students incorporate the information they accumulate 
through STEM into the framework of their studies. 
 Over the course of this school year, for example, stu-
dents were instructed to research the most viable form of 
renewable energy for the future and to write an argumen-
tative essay about it. 
 “The idea of providing hands-on opportunities means 

Laing MiddLe SchooL exceLS nationwide 

A New Generation 
of STEM Learners

By Samantha Sullivan 
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that they will be more invested and more likely to un-
derstand the concepts that they learn, which is going to 
impact them in their daily lives. So I think that’s essential 
and it brings engagement,” Whitehair commented. 
 STEM Education is not just useful for teaching infor-
mation but also to impart important lessons to students 
about communication, teamwork and other “soft skills.” 
These are inherently taught through the hands-on activities 
that the students participate in. Another way Laing is dif-
ferent is that students don’t have individual desks. Instead, 
they work at community tables where they are expected 
to collaborate and learn as a community, rather than in 
isolation. This method of learning mirrors the real world 
and demonstrates the necessity for a basic understanding 
of interpersonal skills. 
 STEM Education not only helps prepare students for 
the outside world but also exposes them to a myriad of 
careers and possible opportunities they otherwise would 
not be exposed to. STEM Education is not targeted to a 
specific group of people, but, as of right now, professional 
fields that depend on science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics are severely lacking in minorities and women. 
Whitehair said Laing acknowledges the problem and is 
working hard to ensure that the school helps create a new 
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generation of STEM learners that includes and welcomes 
women and minorities.
 “There are some stereotypes about the STEM field that 
we are really looking to break down,” Whitehair said. 
 Laing is participating in a Charleston Metro Chamber of 
Commerce pilot program that is introducing career academies 
in middle schools to catch kids early and help them discover 
their passions and interests. Innovations like these are signs 
that the program is constantly evolving and changing. 
 The skills that the students learn translate to success at 
the middle school level and beyond. 
 “My hope is that it allows them to be engaged in the 
learning process and prepares them for high school and 
beyond and makes them college and career ready. I just 
want to provide that foundation,” Whitehair said.   

Three main pi l lars  form the foundat ion of  STEM Educat ion at  La ing: 
engineer ing,  technology and technical  l i terac y.
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Flying Through Charleston:  
The New Zipline Adventure 

T       here’s an adventure around     
every corner in the Charleston area, and one 
more recently arrived on the scene. Charleston 
Zipline Adventures, which opened in June, is 
guaranteed to get your adrenaline pumping. 

 Owners Andrea and Matthew Canberg decided to create 
their zipline wonderland out of their love for everything 

outdoors and desire for friends 
and families to create amazing 

new memories. Together they have spent more than 25 
years working outdoors – guiding whitewater rafting trips, 
leading hiking groups through the mountains and traveling 
the world. 
 So what can you expect to find at Charleston Zipline 
Adventures? Your first step is to make sure you reserve a spot 
online. Once in the park, you’ll be immersed in an oasis of 
trees and adventure. After check-in, it’s off to ground school, 
where instructors teach you everything you need to know 
about ziplines and safety. Then it’s time to start zipping! 
 With the Zipline Canopy Tour, you’ll be flying through 

the trees, between platforms and 
towers and crossing a 120-foot sky 
bridge, finishing up with a grand 
finale zip of 750 feet. The further 
along the line you go, the faster, 
longer and more thrilling it gets.
 The Kids Zip, for ages 5 and 
up, ranges from 25 feet in height 
to ground level, with two zipline 
circuits - one for beginners and one 
that is slightly more challenging. Plus, parents can relax and 
watch from the wraparound porch nearby.
 Standing 60 feet high, the Rock Climbing Wall is the 
tallest climbing wall in the Lowcountry. 
 Charleston Zipline Adventures has all you need for 
outdoor fun and adventure.  

Charleston Zip Line Adventures is located just five miles 
North of Mount Pleasant in Awendaw. Reserve your spot 
today at www.charlestonziplineadventures.com.

By  A Ly s s A  Z A P I n s k I 

Going Out

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
rt

es
y 

o
f 

A
n

d
re

a
 C

a
n

b
er

g
.

Foot pain lasted 3 
months or longer?
Now there is groundbreaking technology 
available to treat chronic plantar fasciitis or 
Achilles tendon disease caused by repeated 
motions. Relieve pain at the source to help heal.

ARE YOU A CANDIDATE?  

The gentle, minimally invasive procedure using Tenex Health TX™ technology 
removes the source of pain in 20 minutes or less.  No stitches required - only a small, 
adhesive bandage.  Covered by most insurance, individual results will vary.  

Schedule a consult with Dr Rahn Ravenell today:  843.856.5337

180 Wingo Way, Suite 201, Mt Pleasant, SC   |   mtpleasantfootdoc.com
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• 100% AMERICAN ANGUS •  
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The Boulevard 

Complex.

We are locally owned 
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We do it right the first time!
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First-time 
Moms register to 

SHOP EARLY!
Volunteer and
SHOP EARLY.

COME
SHOP!

Upscale hand-me-downs at pleasing prices

children's seasonal 
consignment event

Fall Sale: September 15-17
Omar Shrine Convention Center • Mt. Pleasant

www.charlestonrepeats.com

It’s Back!

For Volunteer / Consignor registration
and eVent details Visit:

Children’s Clothing & Shoes • Maternity • Books
Toys • Games • Equipment • Strollers • and More!

Fall 2016 Sale: September 15-17
Omar Shrine Convention Center • Mt. Pleasant

Upscale hand-me-downs at pleasing prices
Children’s Clothing & Shoes • Books

Toys • Games • Equipment • Strollers • and More!
OnlinE REGiSTRaTiOn fOR vOlunTEERS, COnSiGnORS, 

and fiRST TiME MOMS BEGinS July 15Th!

www.charlestonrepeats.com

charlestonrepeats@hotmail.com
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Beau Evans –
Argos the Australian Cattle Dog
 Argos has been my best friend for almost a third of 
my life. During that time, we have had some amazing 
adventures, and he has made me a better person. We have 
canoed down the Green River in Utah for 80+ miles and 

backpacked in the Southeast for many more. He has been 
in the shotgun seat for more than 10,000 miles as I com-
muted back and forth to Florence for work. On the week-
ends, we lived on a sailboat and he learned how to jump 
in the forward hatch and climb up the stairs to get out. He 
is constantly on patrol for the sound of splashing water, 
whether it be breaking on the bow or driving through 
a puddle. Argos retrieves the ball with the best of them, 
either on Sullivan’s or diving off a dock. He has presided 
over the girls I dated and helped me propose to my wife by 
carrying the ring on his collar. When my twins were born, 
he welcomed them into my home and protected them 
while we ran around trying to keep the house together. 
He is an old dog now and is suffering from lymphoma. 
Despite that, he continues to show me how I should live. 
No regrets for what was undone yesterday and no anxiety 
of what is to come tomorrow. We tried chemo but the 
treatment was worse than the disease. So for these next few 
days, he will maintain his position as the best friend I’ve 
ever had and then will leave this world on his own terms 
while feeling good. He is a unique soul that I pray to meet 
again in heaven. 

Hunter Shaw –
Reesie the Chocolate Lab
 Reesie is unique for many reasons. I watched her be 
born on my birthday, and she was given to me by my 
close friend who died a few months later in a car crash. 
She brings so much love to our family. She wants to do 
everything that we are doing, right down to eating at the 
table (which we let her do occasionally). My mom loves 
pretending to put makeup on her when she’s putting hers 
on or helping carve a pumpkin. She loves modeling for 

pictures, the beach, swimming, tricks, road trips, cuddling 
and tug of war. She waits for us to say blessing before she 
eats her food. I actually believe she thinks she is human. 
But most importantly, she helps put a smile on my mom’s 
face. My mom has an incurable nerve illness called tri-
geminal neuralgia, which, according to the medical field, is 
the most painful condition known to man, so to us Reesie 
is unique and a special blessing.
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Editor’s Note:
For this year’s pet issue, we asked our loyal Mount Pleasant Magazine readers to 

submit stories about their favorite four-legged best friends. From comedic chickens 
to heroic pups, all of you shared heartwarming stories of loyalty, bravery and genuine 

love, and we saw some of the best pets in the Lowcountry. 

Ready to find your lifelong best friend? Consider adopting an animal this summer. 
The stories below make evident the amount of love they can bring into your life. 

59w w w.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  w w w.ILoveMountPleasant .com |  w w w.BestO fMountPleasant .com

Mary Claire Morgan –
Brownie the Chicken
 My name is Mary Claire Morgan. I’m 8. I love chick-
ens. Chickens are 
funny animals 
with great person-
alities. My favor-
ite, Brownie, loves 
to be hugged and 
loved. She knows 
she’s beautiful 
and likes to show 
off her feathers. 
Most chickens 
are, well, chicken. 
But not Brownie. 
She’s brave. She 
recognizes me 
when I’m in the 
distance, and she 
knows my voice. 
She gets excited to know that I’m coming to get her to give 
her a big hug. 

Kieran Mays –
CC Bloom the Jack Russell
 There is never a dull moment in our lives with CC 
Bloom. After having a stroke in 2012, she has been my 
constant faithful 
companion. She 
woke me up in 
time to crawl out 
of a window when 
my house was 
burning down. 
She lets me know 
every morning 
that there are 
creatures outside 
ready to invade 
my home, and she 
fearlessly tracks 
them down and 
chases them away. 
She rests her head 
on my knee while I’m eating, making sure to gobble up 
anything I may let drop from my utensil, and she always 
licks the bowl clean, leaving it ready for the dishwasher 
with no hard crusty stuff. I never have to worry about 
snakes, rats, insects or other vermin as CC makes a sweep 

of the yard a few times a day to keep me safe from intrud-
ers. CC stands guard at my chair making sure the other 
dogs don’t get too close so I won’t trip and fall on them. 
CC loves to swim, boat ride and give kisses. I truly love my 
little darling CC Bloom.

Missy Johnson– 
Tides Sinatra the Basset Hound
 Tides Sinatra is so special. From the tip of his nose to 
the end of his tail, he is nothing but love and kisses. I ad-
opted Tides from the Carolina Basset Hound Rescue three 

years ago, when he was 4 months old. Actually, he picked 
me. Tides was all over me when we went to see the puppies 
for the first time. Of course, his standout feature is his ice 
blue eyes (hence the name Tides and Sinatra, because my 
husband said that people used to call Frank Sinatra “Old 
Blue Eyes”) that lock on your heart. His sweet, friendly 
manner gives Tides a never-meet-a-stranger approach. He’s 
a total clown and, even at 3 years old, is still all puppy! 
He loves to go for rides and enjoys playing at all the lo-
cal parks, beaches and pet friendly spots around town. 
Everyone that meets him loves him, and he is my constant 
shadow and guardian angel. I lost my big dog, Wy, a few 
years ago and it feels like Wy sent Tides to watch over me 
here while he watches from heaven. Tides even does things 
that only Wy did, like squeaking toys, sleeping on my feet 
and staying by my side everywhere I go. Wherever I am, 
Tides is! I am so blessed to be a part of Tides’ world. …
he even has a growing social media popularity on Insta-
gram and Twitter as Life of Tides and Facebook as Dogs 
for the Paws. He is an advocate for all fuzzy kids in need 
and works as a volunteer for his basset rescue. I worked in 
the pet industry as a graphic designer and Tides was my 
co-worker, so that’s how he became known through social 
media. He is the social houndster of the Lowcountry. 
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Angi Duckwall –
Malaika the German Shepard
 Malaika is a handicapped German shepherd that 
uses a wheelchair. She was born with a spinal deformity 
that limits the use of her legs, but that doesn’t slow her 

down. She was rescued through the Southeast German 
Shepherd Rescue’s Phoenix Program for dogs who have 
medical conditions and might otherwise be euthanized 
in general shelters. 

Matt and Michelle Vitelli –
Joey the Shih Tzu
 Joey was abused as a young puppy. He came to live 
with our family around the age of 2. Because of his past, 
he suffers from severe anxiety. Last year I (Joey’s mom) 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor and underwent brain 
surgery. Joey 
seemed to 
know that 
he had a job 
to do, and 
he took it 
very serious-
ly. He stayed 
by my side 
during re-
covery while 
I regained 
my vision, 
hearing and 
learned to 
walk and do basic things again. Now, a little over a year 
later, we are adding a human baby to our family! Joey, 
once again, knew – even before we did – that something 
was going on, and he has become my little protector. 

Through our love for each other, we both have recovered 
and are leading wonderfully happy lives.

Jaimie Hough –
Daisy May the Potbellied Pig
 Well, she’s a potbellied pig for starters. And she is the 
coolest pig in town. She can shake, turn around, high five 
(it’s actually a pretty low five) and she is potty-trained to 
go outside. She cheers us up when we are down and she 

loves her brother, our hound dog, Jackson. She also abso-
lutely loves to go on the boat. We call her our “Bow Hog.” 

Ashley – 
Gizmo the Maine Coon Cat
 Gizmo has the quirkiest personality. Sometimes I swear 
he thinks he’s human! He loves to eat popcorn and sit up 
right on the couch with the rest of the family. 
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Teresa Smith – 
General Sumter the Ragdoll Cat
 Sumter loves walks with me, preferably in his carriage, 
but I also walk him on a leash. We were even on the news 

a couple of years ago when we ran into Bill Walsh on the 
beach at Fort Moultrie. That’s as close to Fort Sumter as he 
will ever get since, unfortunately, no pets are allowed there. 

Tami McCune –
Tucker the Jack Russell 
 Tucker and 
I found each 
other almost 
three years ago. 
I rescued him 
from a shelter in 
North Carolina, 
but he actually 
rescued me, also. 
He is a loving, 
dedicated friend 
who loves the 
beach, his many 
toys and a good 
nap underneath 
his favorite blan-
ket. He travels 
with me to sales 
calls across both 
Carolinas, where 
my clients are always eager to see him.

Cara Heule -
Porkchop the Australian Shepard 
 Pork Chop is the most attentive, sensitive and sweet 
guy. Since my 
daughter was 
born, he took 
her on as his 
responsibility 
to look out for 
and keep safe. 
Pork Chop is 
selfless, and his 
greatest joy is 
to feel like he 
is helping or 
protecting in 
some way.

Kristen 
Haynes -
Eureka the 
Sulphur 
Crested Cockatoo
 Eureka is one very cool bird. He does all sorts of tricks, 
like stretching 
his wings up 
and out (“Be 
an eagle!”), 
rock and roll 
(head bobs to 
music), waves 
“he-woo and 
bye-bye” 
(with his feet 
or wings), 
shakes hands, 
dances, sings 
and loves to 
entertain! He 
goes for daily 
walks in the 
neighbor-
hood or on 
the beach, 
lets kids pet 
him and also 
visits various 
assisted living centers as a pet therapy bird. The residents 
love petting his soft feathers and seeing his tricks – it really 
brightens up their day!
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Hadley Shaw -
Bond the English Labrador 
 Bond (007) is unique because he is only 2 years old 
and he is old soul. He is so laid-back, yet he loves me and 
my younger brother and sister. He was brought to us on 

Christmas, and his name was chosen as my daddy is 
from the UK and 
loves James Bond 
films. We thought 
an English Lab 
should have an 
English name.

Jenny Atkinson –
Tiny the 
Yorkshire Terrier
 She was a tiny 
dog but always 
acted like she was a 

lab. She went to Clemson and graduated with high honors! 
Seriously, she went with my daughter to school up at 
Clemson for a semester! Proof in the picture! Go Tigers!

Frank & Lisa Moore – 
Tiny Bubble the English bulldog
 Tiny Bubble was the smallest in her mommy’s litter, 
but her personality is larger than life! Everyone loves “The 

Bubble”! She is so kind and thoughtful. We snapped this 
picture of her praying for the families the night of the 
AME shootings in Charleston. She has also entered the 
Beautiful Bulldog Contest at the Citadel, and she won 
first place for costume design, while her mom won “Miss 
Congeniality”! 

East Cooper Animal Hospital is a companion animal practice 

specializing in canine and feline medicine and surgery. 

We offer a comprehensive range of veterinary medical services. 

We schedule appointments with our 

veterinarians beginning at 8:30AM 

Monday through Saturday. 

MARCI SAULS, DVM | ARTISE STEWART, DVM

WWW.EASTCOOPERANIMALHOSPITAL.COM
843.884.6171

993 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Mount Pleasant, SC  29464
staff@eastcooperanimalhospital.com

M-F 7:30 am - 6 pm  |  Sat 8:30 am - Noon

East Cooper Animal Hospital looks forward to becoming your 
partner in providing excellent health care for your pet. 

Complimentary 
Exam for First 

Time Clients When You 
Mention This Ad! 
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Linda Hanf –
Missy Hope the Pomeranian
 Missy Hope had a rough beginning. Her mother tried 
to destroy her (bit her several times). She was removed 
from her mom and hand-raised, thus the name “Hope.”  
She is a joyful girl and loves life. 

PETS BY THE NUMBERS 
The Southeast holds the highest number of industry establishments – 
22.1% of pet stores are estimated to be in the region.

Number of vets and vet technicians = 2,450 in the state of South Carolina.

In 1985, the Boykin Spaniel was named South Carolina’s state breed.

The top breed of dog is, no surprise, a Labrador retriever. 

The top breed of cat is the Persian cat.

65% of cats are allowed to sleep on their owner’s bed, 
whereas only 39% of dogs get permission. 

Owners typically spend $100 million a year on cat treats and $1 
billion on dog treats. 

Did you know that more people own cats than dogs? Approximately 86 
million people own a cat, while 78 million have a dog. 

One of the best ways to adopt a pet is to visit a shelter or rescue. About 
2.7 million, or 21%, of animals are adopted this way. 

78% of dog owners allow their pups to hop in the car for a ride, but only 
8% of cat owners try to get their feline friend out-and-about.

95% of Americans admit to buying their pets Christmas gifts. 

It’s not just cats and dogs in your neighbor’s backyard: the Captive Wild 
Animal Protection Coalition estimates that as many as 7,000 tigers are 
kept as household pets. 

Crickentree Plaza • 1055 Johnnie Dodds Blvd
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 • 843.388.5167

  @woofgangbakery_mtp      @wgbmtpleasant
www.woofgangbakery.com

f

Summer is here! Check out our new toys, treats 
and gear. Schedule a cut for your four-legged 

family member... it’s hot out there! Monday - Friday: 7:30am to 7pm 
Saturday: 8am to NOON

843.856.7300    
www.tidewaterveterinary.com

1964 Riviera Drive, Suite G (In Shoppes at Seaside)

Your other FamilY Doctors

Dr. Helen Smith, DVM  |  Dr. Cara Daniel, DVM, CVA
Dr. Nora Schmidt DVM 

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
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All Dogs (and Cats) 
Go to Heaven  

McAlister-Smith Pet Loss Services 

F       rom the moment we get them     
as puppies or kittens, pets add joy to our 
lives. Whether they are waking us in the 
morning for a walk or snuggling up at the 
foot of the bed, canines and cats bring 

undeniable warmth to our households.
 They transcend their animal status and truly become 
an integral member of the family. One business in Mount 

Pleasant is making sure their lives 
are granted meaning in a way 

that honors their memory 
to the fullest. For 130 years, 
McAlister-Smith has been a 
trusted name in funeral service. 
Bringing the same level of 
professionalism and dedication 
to their pet cremation services, 
they continue to exceed 
expectations as they provide 
final care for these special 
members of our families as well.
 “Since we were the only 
funeral home in the area to 
offer pet loss services, we didn’t 
know what to expect,” said Elayne Smith, reflecting on their 
beginning stages in 2008. “What we found was a significant 
unmet need which has led us on an incredibly meaningful 
and gratifying journey over the past eight years.” 
 Getting to help families cope with the loss of their 
pets, big or small, is something Smith feels honored 
to do. As an animal lover herself, she understands the 
heartache people experience. 
 “One of my favorite parts of my job is when people 
share pictures of their pets with me and tell me stories 
about their unique personalities,” said Smith. “The love 
you can see in their eyes and hear in their words touches 
me deeply. It is a gift for me to be able to experience that.”
 McAlister-Smith doesn’t stop at the memorial but 
offers pet owners grief counseling to help them cope 

with the loss of their best friend. Understanding the 
sorrow can be overwhelming; McAlister-Smith’s staff is 
always available to lend an attentive ear and plenty of 
comforting words.
 “Our goal is to help pet parents understand their 
options, whether that’s a paw impression made of clay, a 
man-made diamond created from a portion of cremated 
remains, a memorial service, a memorial blanket or pillow, 
a piece of jewelry created with a pet’s unique paw or nose 
imprint, a lock of fur, a unique urn engraved with a pet’s 

name, earth-friendly options, 
art glass with remains blown 
in, memorial jewelry, wind 
chimes, outdoor markers, grief 
support groups or individual 
counseling,” Smith said.
      McAlister-Smith has 
helped thousands of families 
lay to rest their furry friends. 
Highly recommended by 
veterinarians and animal rescue 
groups, McAlister-Smith is 
truly a leader of the pack. 
Loyal and always quick to 

problem-solve, their reputation is one of pure excellence.
 “We currently serve about 1,500 pet parents a year, a 
number that has been growing each year,” said Smith. “We 
have locations in Mount Pleasant, James Island, Goose 
Creek and West Ashley, and are available 24/7. We work 
with all veterinarians, so please request us by name.”
 After that final game of fetch, you can count on 
McAlister-Smith to be there.
 “It is truly an honor to walk with people through some 
of the most difficult of their days and to have the privilege 
of caring for those they loved most in this world. We take 
that very seriously,” Smith concluded. 

To learn more, visit www.mcalister-smith.com or call 843-
722-8371.

By  K a L e n e  M ccO r t
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Promoting Pet Health 
Tidewater Veterinary

L       ike a lot of kids, drs. Cara     
Daniel, Helen Smith and Nora Schmidt 
dreamed of being veterinarians when they 
were young.
      Unlike most of the rest of us, they 

actually realized their dreams.
 “It may sound like a cliché, but I was always interested 
in becoming a veterinarian as a child. When I was in 

high school looking at my career 
options, I kept coming back to 

veterinarian,” said Dr. Daniel.
 The doctors of Tidewater Veterinary have vast 
experiences from all over the world.
 Dr. Smith was born and 
raised in Cape Town, South 
Africa. After moving to the 
United States during high 
school, she went on to attend 
the University of Georgia for 
both her undergraduate and 
veterinary studies.
 The coolest experience 
Smith had during her studies?
 “While I was a student, 
I shadowed and worked 
with a wildlife veterinarian 
and was able to help sedate 
and relocate rhinos in South 
Africa,” she said.
 Dr. Schmidt has lived in Germany, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, California and New York. She earned 
her doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from Cornell 
University in 2005. Since then, she has spent several 
years in emergency practice and has worked at general 
practice clinics as well, including three years on the Air 
Force Base, working with both military working dogs and 
civilian pets.
 After receiving her undergraduate degree from 
Clemson University, Dr. Daniel went on to earn her 
doctor of Veterinary Medicine from the University of 
Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine.
 Dr. Daniel also studied a more non-traditional 

method of treating her patients, becoming certified in 
veterinary acupuncture after completing a course in small 
animal acupuncture at the Chi Institute.
 All of this not-so-average experience fits together 
perfectly with the mission of Tidewater Veterinary.
 “We like to get to know our patients and their owners. 
Instead of waiting until a pet has a problem, we try to 
focus on wellness care to prevent problems or catch them 
early,” Dr. Daniel said.
 The clinic practices integrative veterinary medicine. The 
doctors and staff incorporate natural and complementary 
therapies into conventional diagnostics and therapies, 
when appropriate. In addition to acupuncture, the practice 

offers laser therapy as a less 
invasive alternative to surgery 
or medication for certain 
conditions.
     A trip to Tidewater 
Veterinary doesn’t stop when 
a patient walks, or scampers, 
runs or leaps, out the door. 
The doctors’ goal is not only 
to help their patients feel 
better but also to teach the 
owners how to keep their 
furry family members living 
the healthiest lives possible 
at home.

 The Tidewater team prides themselves on being 
a patient-centered practice. Striving to make each 
experience a great one, the team listens to the client 
and evaluates the patient completely before coming up 
with a diagnostic and treatment plan that all parties are 
comfortable and happy with.
 As Dr. Daniel put it, “We love seeing the bond our 
patients have with their owners and being a part of 
keeping that bond strong through promoting their pet’s 
health.” 

Have a four-legged friend you think could benefit from a trip 
to Tidewater Veterinary? Learn more about their services at 
www.tidewaterveterinary.com or call 843-856-7300.

By  A n n e  H A r r i s
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Drs.  Helen smith,  Cara  Daniel  and nora schmidt  dreamed of 
being veter inar ians  when they were young.  now they are. 

Ask the Experts
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By Jeramy Baker.
Photos by Rick Walo. 

The 
Cut of
Their

Jib

I     
n April, pArents of the WAndo 
High Sailing Club drove to Lake Norman 
to watch their teenage sailors compete in the 
South Atlantic Championship Regatta.
      “Lake Norman is famous for its fickle 
wind,” said Wendy Ando, mother of Wando 
skipper Austin Ando. “The race committee 

wanted them to sail for as long as possible that first day. So 
they had them race for 12 hours. That’s a long time to be 
on the water.”
 Not many people know how exhausting competitive 

sailing can be. In low-wind conditions, sailors have to 
throw all their body weight into rocking and rolling the 
boat so it’ll trim closely around a buoy. Few grown men 
could do that for 12 hours straight. And these are just kids.
 But the Wando sailors are exceptional. Under coaches 
Becky Bestoso and Jen Chamberlain, this team has grown 
accustomed to the demands of sailing. For five hours each 
week, the team practices maneuvering two-man dinghies 
around Charleston Harbor. Every practice they are focused 
on a single goal: sailing faster.
 These kids don’t goof around. Last year Wando placed 

Wando HigH’s sailors Compete at national level
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fourth at the divisionals. This year, if they could manage 
a top-three finish, they’d earn a spot in the national 
competition, which meant more to them than ever before. 
This year, the nationals would be hosted by the College of 
Charleston, and they would be held in Charleston Harbor, 
Wando’s practice waters.
 The Wando sailors lowered their boats into Lake 
Norman and drifted to the starting line. They raced for a 
dozen hours and rocked and rolled through 20 individual 
races. At the end of the day, the Wando Warriors had a 
tentative hold on first place, but there was still another 
day of racing remaining, and only a few points separated 
Wando from the next four teams.
 “One race could kill them,” Wendy Ando said. 
“Anything can happen in sailing. Anything. You can be on 
the course, and then the wind shifts suddenly and the boat 
stops and you lose your lead.”
 The Warriors were nervous that night. The teams in 
second, third and forth place were all members the South 
Points region, which has consistently dominated the South 
Atlantic Championships. These teams have more money 

and better boats than Wando. They go to more regattas. 
They are more used to winning.
 The wind on Lake Norman had been behaving 
suspiciously, so the race committee chose to start the 
second day of races an hour earlier than scheduled. The 
sailors woke, ate breakfast and drove to the lake before 
sunrise. A light breeze held for the first few races, and 
Wando suffered a string of bad finishes. Shorecrest 
Preparatory School, the fifth best sailing school in the 
country, was within two points of overtaking the Warriors.
 “And then,” Wendy Ando said, “before that race was 
over, the wind died. It just shut off.”
 Wando skipper Cameron Guise caught one last gust 
of wind and rode it to a strong finish. After 24 races, the 
Wando Warriors were still in first place. The wind was 
gone and the Warriors had become the first North Points 
team to cinch the South Atlantic Championship. They 
would be racing in Charleston Harbor one last time this 
season, at the nationals May 14 and May 15.
 Three weeks later, more than 100 high schoolers from 
across the country gathered on a dock under the USS 
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sailors woke, ate breakfast and drove to the lake before 
sunrise. A light breeze held for the first few races, and 
Wando suffered a string of bad finishes. Shorecrest 
Preparatory School, the fifth best sailing school in the 
country, was within two points of overtaking the Warriors.
 “And then,” Wendy Ando said, “before that race was 
over, the wind died. It just shut off.”
 Wando skipper Cameron Guise caught one last gust 
of wind and rode it to a strong finish. After 24 races, the 
Wando Warriors were still in first place. The wind was 
gone and the Warriors had become the first North Points 
team to cinch the South Atlantic Championship. They 
would be racing in Charleston Harbor one last time this 
season, at the nationals May 14 and May 15.
 Three weeks later, more than 100 high schoolers from 
across the country gathered on a dock under the USS 
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Yorktown. The kids wore lifejackets with school emblems 
ironed onto the backs – a spartan helmet, a mustang, a 
crimson “W.” They unfurled their sails and floated to the 
course along Crab Bank. Bestoso felt confident. 
 “Any time you’re hosting an event, you’re advantaged. 
Not only do you know the waters, but you feel more 
comfortable. You’re not waking up in a hotel room and 
driving to a place you’re unfamiliar with. It’s a good feeling 
to do it at home,” she said.
 “Last year it was a South Points team that won; it 
was someone from our district. I’m not going to say we 
can win a national championship, but knowing that our 
district can be on top gives me hope.”
 The parents had brought lawn chairs and they collapsed 
them along the shore. Through binoculars they found the 
boat they were rooting for. 

 “We’re number 17,” one parent said to another. “We 
just tacked. And it looks like we just extended our lead by 
three – maybe four.”
 The boats swerved around buoys throughout Saturday 
and Sunday sessions. When the regatta ended, Wando 
had finished in ninth place among 20 teams, not bad 
for a group that three years ago was struggling through 
divisionals. The sailors were elated.
 Asked about the future of her kids, Coach Bestoso 
beamed with pride: “This is the second year in a row we’ve 
made it to nationals. I’m pretty sure there are many more 
to come.” 
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By Mike Sigalas

Photos by Quinn Knight and courtesy of CCPRC

Mount Pleasant Residents 

Spur Skate Park Project 

On 
Board
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W     
hen SK8 CharleSton — the 
Charleston County Park & Recreation 
Commission’s sprawling new skate park – opens 
later this year, Mount Pleasant resident Shannon 
Smith will be there, along with husband Mark 
and their children, Audrey Indigo 13, and 
Johnny Otis, 7. 

 When Shannon helped launch the movement to create the Lowcountry’s 
first full-sized skate park, Johnny was years from being born, and Audrey was 
just an infant. And a first-class park similar to those routinely found in Florida 
and on the West Coast was merely the dream of a handful of Charleston 
skating enthusiasts. Their story of persistence, problem-solving and alliance-
building provides an inspiring example for the would-be movers and shakers 
among us – whatever our hobbies or passions.
 “Politics and money,” Smith said, explaining the major obstacles that 
stood between aspirations of a Lowcountry skate park and the park’s actual 
construction. 
 To start with, the general public doesn’t always view skaters in a positive 
light, and this created a sticky political problem. 
 “People see kids hanging out and get the idea that skaters are deviants,” said 
Brian Shipper, who owns Odyssey Board Shop and for two years fought town 
planners to open a private skate park of his own in Mount Pleasant – without 
success. “They don’t get how for many kids in the city – kids everywhere – 
skating keeps them out of trouble. It gives them something to work toward. It’s 
a tough sport.” 
 So where did people skate? 
 “Random places,” said skater and Parrot Surf Shop employee Alex Mulhern, 

Mount Pleasant  res idents  Shannon Smith and Tom O ’Roarke were among those wielding 
spades  on groundbreak ing day.
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adding that the presence of skaters in back lots and on 
side streets only fed the negative perception of skaters as 
miscreants on wheels. 
 For their part, Smith and her family used their drained 
family swimming pool and drove over to Johns Island to 

skate at Hank’s. Ackerman Park in West Ashley offered the 
region’s skaters a small, designated “skate spot,” but none 
of these came close to the actual large-scale parks that, 
by 2000, were already being erected across the country. 
In 2003, Smith started a small grass-roots organization 
to try to bring a skate park to Charleston, but things 
really gained momentum when she joined forces with 
Ryan Cockrell, who organized the nonprofit PourItNow. 
Cockrell, she said, is “a great go-getter when it comes 
to speaking with all of the official-type folks.” Soon, 
Smith recruited other “very inspirational and dedicated 
individuals” to make up the nonprofit’s Charleston board.
 “Everyone shared their skills for the purpose of getting 
this park,” Smith said. “Celeste James was crucial in her 
expertise of finance and her connections through the food 
and beverage world, which allowed us to have successful 
fundraisers and reach a different crowd. Cecilia Janson 
managed the books. Lindsay Gagne kept the minutes. 
Others – Steve Aycok, Jack Abbot, Bubber Hutto, Josh 
McFadden, Mark Bily – aided in innumerable ways.” 
 In addition, Smith credited former College of 
Charleston World Literature Instructor Jill Conway, whose 
position as a Charleston County School Board member 
and as a college teacher were key to helping PourItNow 
connect both to the student body and to politicians 
sympathetic to the cause.  
 In 2006, PourItNow submitted plans to the city of 

Charleston for a park $1.5-million park and proposed to 
help pay for it with privately raised funds. Though they 
found sympathetic ears in the Recreation Department’s 
Laurie Yarbrough and Deputy of Parks Operations Matt 
Compton, the city’s leaders ultimately balked at helping 

fund or provide the land for the park. Yarbrough and 
Compton did contact Tom O’Rourke, executive director of 
the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission, 
who, like Smith, is a Mount Pleasant resident.  
 O’Rourke, former director of the Mount Pleasant 
Recreation Department, came to understand PourItNow’s 
vision. The need for a designated skating spot became 

self-evident as the years passed, highlighted by recurring 
confrontations between skaters trying to hone their craft 
and law enforcement officers charged with keeping the 
streets and sidewalks safe for pedestrians and motorists. 
But the wheels of government turn slowly. Desperate 
skaters, tired of being banned from public property, took 

w w w.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  w w w.ILoveMountPleasant .com |  w w w.BestO fMountPleasant .com 73

things into their own hands. In 2009, they began building 
their own skate park on an abandoned, contaminated 
industrial site between Braswell and Milford streets in the 
Charleston Neck, on property owned by the Magnolia 
Company.
 For a while, it seemed that skaters had found a refuge. 
None of the local work crews seemed bothered at their 
presence, and the police didn’t bother them. One local 
contractor even began donating excess concrete from 
various jobs, and the skaters learned how to create their 
own ramps and bowls. Inspired by the post-apocalyptic 
ambience and with a nod to non-skater T.S. Eliot, they 
called the place “The Wastelands.” In early February 2010, 
however, the Magnolia Company, citing liability and safety 
concerns, shut down the skaters’ haven.
 That, of course, was bad news, but good news was on 
the way. A few months later, O’Rourke announced that his 
fellow commissioners had agreed to budget $2 million to 

create a massive park on land along Morrison Drive, north 
of Huger Street, in the state-owned right of way below 
the Ravenel Bridge. It was high time, he acknowledged, to 
provide a world-class facility for one of the county’s long 
underserved demographics.  
 North Charleston-based Hightower Construction 
received the contract to oversee the park’s construction, 
and it quickly subcontracted with Florida-based Team Pain 
to design and build the park’s skate-related elements. The 
skate-savvy knew that the addition of Team Pain to the 
project meant the city was not taking half measures – TP 
stands at the top of its field, having built more than 60 
concrete skate parks across the United States and as far 
away as Belgium. 
 In the six years since, however, several other obstacles 
have delayed the project. In 2012, after the Ravenel Bridge 
site ended up proving unworkable, a second location was 
selected at 1549 Oceanic St., also in the Neck. Adjacent to 
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Interstate 26, it sits on 3.3 acres of high ground 
amid 22 acres of adjoining Ashley River marshes. 
 A former dumping ground for a concrete 
company, the site soon proved to have problems 
with soil stability. Hightower spent three years 
preparing, testing and repairing the soil, and, 
in October 2015, a formal groundbreaking 
ceremony finally was held. Though it rained that 
day, spirits were high, and, fittingly, Shannon 
Smith, Ryan Cockrell and Tom O’Rourke were 
among those wielding spades. 
 For now, Charleston’s skaters eagerly 
anticipate the park that has eluded them for so 
long. As Parrot Surf Shop’s Alex Mulhern put it, 
“Everyone’s way hyped up. Everybody wants to 
get in there and skate as soon as they can. They’re 
all just waiting for the county to do what they 
need to do and open the doors.”
 Asked to provide advice to devotees of other 
activities who would like to see a public facility 
built for their use, Smith offered simple advice: 
“Start a grass-roots organization, and remember: 
Being persistent pays.” 

about SK8 charleSton

Boasting 32,500 square feet for skating, SK8 Charleston 
ranks as one of the largest parks on the East Coast. It 
features a nearly 300-foot-long street course, a 200-
foot snake run, a pro bowl and a minibowl. In addition 
to the restrooms and snack bar, the park will include a 
small pro shop and will eventually offer skateboarding 
lessons and workshops. For more information on SK8 
Charleston, visit www.ccprc.com/1725/Skatepark. 
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new dental patients 
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By Bill Farley

D 
epending upon your personal  
point of view – and where you live in 
town – the two-word phrase “affordable 
housing” can be as welcome an expres-
sion as “summer breeze” or as off-putting 

as “tornado warning.”
 That’s because this seemingly innocuous label says 
all the wrong things to many people. Calling it “work-
force housing” puts a more positive spin on the concept, 
although that characterization makes it sound like some-

thing out of the old Soviet Union.
 In point of fact, despite what fears some might have, 
affordable housing does not mean big-city-style, govern-
ment-funded “projects.” Nor does it signify low income 
shelter prone to gangs, drugs and crime.
 There are several ways to define what constitutes 
housing that is affordable, and one handy criterion is the 
federal government’s standard – that which can be rented 
or owned with a monthly payment that amounts to 30 
percent or less of a household’s gross income.

A Home for 
Where the 
Heart Is

AffordAble Housing in Mount PleAsAnt
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 Because of that 30-percent benchmark, two things are 
immediately evident. One is that it’s not likely any afford-
able housing will be going up in, say, Beverly Hills or Palm 
Beach. The other is that, based on income levels East of 
the Cooper, any afford-
able housing would have 
to command a pretty sig-
nificant rent or mortgage 
payment.
 Right now, the town 
of Mount Pleasant is 
engaged in a study of the 
prospect of new housing 
being constructed that 
would meet that 30-per-
cent-or-less benchmark, 
thereby offering workers 
with moderate incomes 
– those on the payrolls of 
the town, local hospitals 
and hotels and restaurants come immediately to mind – 
the opportunity to live where they make their living.
 Established in March, the task force will be studying the 

affordable housing issue while consulting with stakeholders 
ranging from Mayor Linda Page and members of the Town 
Council to developers large and small – and, of course, the 
general public. A comprehensive report is expected from 

the task force by the end 
of this year.
      Heading the afford-
able housing study is a 
familiar face to town resi-
dents. Thomasena Stokes-
Marshall was a Council 
member for 17 years and 
was the first and only 
African-American to be 
elected to that body.
      In a recent interview, 
she emphasized that 
“Mount Pleasant is not 
in the housing business.”
      The focus of the task 

force will not be on funding affordable housing. Instead, 
members will examine the issue in the context of Mount 
Pleasant and making recommendations as to whether afford-
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able housing is feasible here, determine if there are suitable 
locations for such housing and figure out how to encourage 
developers to step up to the plate and include affordable hous-
ing units in any future plans they have for the town.
 Stokes-Marshall, herself a Mount Pleasant native, said 
she believes “affordable housing contributes to our com-
munity’s overall quality of life.”
 To that end, she is a proponent of any new moderate-
income housing being located near grocery stores, doctors’ 
offices and public transit for individuals who can no longer 
drive a car.
 “This isn’t an African-American issue,” she observed, 
“although certainly some African-Americans who already 
work here would benefit greatly from affordable housing.”
 Affordable housing would also be attractive to young 
people just starting out, seniors seeking an opportunity to 
downsize and handicapped and special needs individuals 
whose financial situation might keep them from living in 
more affluent neighborhoods.
 “There is no reason,” she said, “why anyone who has 
a decent job and who is working hard to support his or 
her family should have to pay 60 percent of their income 
to put a roof over their family’s heads. Yet that’s exactly 

what would be the case if some of the workers who serve 
us in the public and private sectors tried to rent or buy in 
Mount Pleasant.”
 Among the topics the task force will be addressing is 
the necessity for education. Stokes-Marshall wants the 
deliberations of the task force to be transparent and open 
to the public, and she’s hoping that at least one of the 
television stations serving the Lowcountry might partner 
with the committee and feature reports on “the faces of 
affordable housing.”
 Another goal of the task force is to reach out to all 
developers who build in Mount Pleasant and to the local 
financial community to participate in the committee’s fact-
finding mission.
 “No matter how thorough our report,” she said, “there 
will no doubt be some resistance to our findings, mostly 
from NIMBYs (not in my backyard) living close by any 
locations we might suggest for affordable housing.”
 “But at the end of the day, a true community is com-
posed of a diverse group of people,” she added. “That does 
not exist to any significant extent in Mount Pleasant today. 
In-town, affordable housing could be one tool to rectify 
that imbalance.”  
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ST. PIERRE CONSTRUCTION
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Brothers Greg and Jeff St. Pierre have over 18 years of construction experience in Mt. Pleasant and the 
surrounding islands. They strive to offer clients a higher standard of quality and personal attention to details.
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• Siding
• Interior Trim
• Renovations
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• Fences
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F ighting your way through       
muddy obstacle courses and repeatedly 
trying to scale a greased, Marine-style slip 
wall isn’t exactly an ideal way to spend an 
afternoon. But for two Mount Pleasant 
couples, it’s the ultimate cherry on top of 
their high-protein, low-carb shake. Adam 

Von Ins, Elea Faucheron, Stephanie Keenan and Stephen 
Siraco have built careers on 
pushing their bodies to the limit 

and then pushing some more. When the opportunity to 

be contestants on NBC’s “Spartan Ultimate Team Chal-
lenge” and potentially win $250,000 presented itself, they 
couldn’t pass it up. 
 The reality show is brought to viewers by the same 
masterminds behind “American Ninja Warrior.” It’s like 
an adrenaline-fueled take on “Survivor” but way more 
physically grueling. The competition takes 36 teams on a 
strenuous journey that tests their stamina by harshly put-
ting them through the ringer and forcing them to reach 
inside for that last little bit of will and drive. 
 “We are pretty active people but learned rather abrupt-
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ly how different our fitness level was 
compared to obstacle races,” said Von 
Ins, who competed along with Fau-
cheron, his fiancee. “After the Rugged 
Maniac, we both changed our exercise 
routines. I personally started by repri-
oritizing my life and made my health 
number one in everything I did.”
 Von Ins was motivated to change 
his lifestyle after he and Faucheron 

took part in Rugged Maniac, a race 
held at Boone Hall Plantation – 
which offered just a taste of things 
to come. He wouldn’t know it at the 
time, but his desire to increase his 
strength would ultimately prepare 
him for his experience in Atlanta, 
where an intense milestone in his 
career would be filmed.  
 “I built a mini-obstacle course 
in our backyard and decided to take 
on an aggressive plyometrics train-
ing program,” said Von Ins. “But at 
this time, we had no clue about the 
upcoming NBC Show.” 
 Von Ins and Faucheron had 
crossed paths with their fellow con-
testants when the four were featured 

in Oblique Magazine. When Keenan 
and Siraco presented the other 
fitness-centered couple with the op-
portunity to be on the show, which 
aired June 30, they couldn’t have 
been more stoked. 
 “We had just over four weeks 
before we were to arrive on location 
for competing and filming – barely 
enough time to make any drastic fit-

ness improvements,” said Von Ins. “So 
we went into Olympian mode!”
 As luck would have it, prior to the 
show, Faucheron began to experience 
severe pain from tendonitis in her 
knee and elbow. In pure beast form, 
she pushed through with the help of 
area professionals.
 “I received training advice from 
physical therapist Dr. Sarah El-
lis Duvall, along with seeing local 
chiropractor Dr. Jodi Kennedy for dry 
needling and local massage therapist 
Nancy Montgomery,” said Faucheron. 
“Between the three of them, most 
of my training required rest, high-
ly specific strength training exercises 
and moderation. The key was not 
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to overtrain and 
make everything 
worse, so I had 
to go into the 
show with what 
little training 
I had prior to 
being accepted. 
I had only been 
running and par-
ticipating in 
obstacle course 
races for a year.”
 While all 
four local contes-
tants obviously 
work out more 
than the average 
person, there were even some aspects of “The Spartan 
Ultimate Team Challenge” that made them question 
their endurance.
 “While every obstacle was intense, the slip wall for 
sure topped the crazy charts,” said Von Ins. “The obstacle 

leading up to the 
slip wall is the 
three-stage dunk 
wall. Here, I’m 
fairly certain they 
chilled the water. 
It truly felt like it 
was in the high 30 
degrees.”
 Von Ins expe-
rienced hypo-
thermia while on 
location but made 
a speedy recovery. 
While their bodies 
were rendered ex-
hausted from the 
daily challenges, 

the reward and sense of accomplishment felt by each mem-
ber of the Charleston Warriors truly made all those aches 
and pains worthwhile. 
 “The most rewarding aspect of this experience was the 
opportunity to witness how this course challenged every 

MT. PLEASANT
843 881 7667
1308 Theater Drive
Towne Centre

*Offer valid July 1 - August 31, 2016. Available 
at participating EWC locations while supplies 
last. See waxcenter.com for details.
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type of athletic body. Yes, how 
you train is important, but heart 
and determination are para-
mount, and yet there is always 
that third unknown element. 
Only one team can be deemed 
the winner,” said Faucheron. 
“Everyone else wins a once-in-
a-lifetime experience, full of 
muddy stories and inspired focus 
for what is next for them.”
 Being on the show not only 
strengthened their physical en-
durance but made them mentally 
ready for the many curveballs life 
throws our way. 
 “There are so many life les-
sons that can be learned,” said 
Keenan. “These races really do 
help you become immune to 
life’s obstacles. It makes you feel 
so young and alive to use your 
entire body and complete courses 
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Mt.Pleasant, SC

FURNITURE  |  HOME DECOR  |  GIFTS  |  ARTWORK  |  CANDLES  |  PILLOWS Charleston's 
Largest 

Multi-Merch 
Retail Shop

•
For All Your Home 

Decor Needs

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y 

by
 H

ol
ge

r O
be

na
us

www.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  www.ILoveMountPleasant .com |  www.BestO fMountPleasant .com 87

that make you want to cry.”
 When they are not battling 
obstacle courses and competing for a 
substantial cash prize on a nationally 
syndicated show, you can find these 
couples working with others to ensure 
they truly embrace their healthiest 
selves by offering life coaching and 
physical training services.
 “The obstacle course racing 
community is a special breed. We 
welcome uncertainty and pain,” said 
Siraco. “We find comfort in discom-

fort. Quitting is never an option for 
us. Besides, our team name is the 
Charleston Warriors. Warriors don’t 
need motivation. They just need a 
mission.”  

For more on the Charleston Warriors, 
log on to www.charlestonwarriors.
com. To watch past episodes, log on to 
www.nbc.com/spartan-ultimate-team-
challenge. 
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� ank you Mount Pleasant 
for voting us Best Vet!

We are pleased to announce a new pain management 
therapy for your pets. Call today to schedule a 

Laser Therapy consultation!

3373 S. Morgans Point Rd., Ste. 301 • Mt. Pleasant SC 29466
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W 
ater. It makes up  
around 70 percent of our 
body. Doctors recommend 
drinking at least eight 
glasses a day. And for folks 
in the Lowcountry, it acts 
as a source of constant 

entertainment. Whether taking the kayak out for a spin 
around Carolina tributaries or 
jumping in the Atlantic while 

visiting Sullivan’s, our waterways take on the role of refuge, 
friend and undeniable refresher. 

 One local organization is making sure the H2O stays 
at the quality it should in order to ensure ourselves and fu-
ture generations many more days of carefree splashing and 
soaking. Since forming in 2008, Charleston Waterkeeper 
has created a ripple effect, influencing others to take ac-
tion when needed. From hosting beach cleanups to doing 
weekly testing, they make sure our water is swimmable, 
drinkable and fishable. 
 “I’ve always been drawn to the water. Whether swim-
ming, surfing, paddling or just mucking around in the 
pluff mud – it’s always just felt like where I should be and 
what I should be doing,” said Andrew Wunderley, who is 

Charleston Waterkeeper 
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Ripple Effect 

By Kalene Mccort
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most at home away 
from dry land.  
 While studying 
at the College of 
Charleston, Wun-
derley was moved 
by the concept that 
local bodies of water 
are there for public 
access, but it is up 
to the public to help 
maintain the integrity 
of those bodies of 
water. With a masters 
in Environmental 
Policy and a law de-
gree, he brings a deep 
understanding and appreciation to his job as Charleston’s 
Waterkeeper. 
 “Our waterways belong to all South Carolina citizens, 
and we all share a responsibility to take care of them,” said 
Wunderley. “I’m grateful for the opportunity to be their 
champion and defender by serving our great community as 
its waterkeeper.”
 While Shem Creek is one of East Cooper’s most 
loved bodies of water, with a bevy of restaurants over-
looking it, according to Wunderley, it is in need of 
some TLC and healing. Over the years, the area around 
Shem Creek has grown at a great rate. Nearby roads, 
parking lots, houses and a variety of buildings direct 
rain and floodwater into the creek, and, as a result, pes-
ticides, oil, grease and bacteria trickle in, compromising 
its overall quality.
 “Shem Creek is such a beautiful and iconic tidal creek 
with a long and rich history. It has everything that makes 
the Lowcountry so special – great public access, fishing, 
crabbing, outdoor outfitters, an active commercial fishing 
fleet and all manner of recreational activity from paddling 
to swimming,” said Wunderley. “Sadly, our water qual-
ity testing work shows Shem Creek doesn’t meet its water 
quality standard for safe swimming.”
 Wunderley and his team are taking action to improve 
the quality of the water. Not only will this benefit those 
looking to enjoy an afternoon in the waves, but it will also 
help species that reside in the water all year long. Dol-
phins and manatees are often a welcomed sight in Shem 
Creek, but action is necessary to keep them coming back. 
And in order for local seafood to remain fresh, tasty and 
safe for consumption for years to come, a strategy must be 
implemented. 
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Andrew Wunder ley

“Providing Tours for the Preservation of the Environment”

843.568.3222
www.KayakCharlestonSC.com

Kayak   |   Canoe   |   Paddleboard Tours   |   Rentals   |   Instruction

Also Kayaking and Paddleboard Tours and Rentals on Shem Creek / National Forest

 GET PADDLEFIT 
TODAY!

Achieve Your Goals On
Mondays and Wednesdays 

at 8:00 and 10:00 am. 
 $30 per session, or $150 for a 

package of 6 sessions.

GO WITH THE FLOW 
OF SUP YOGA
Tuesdays at 9:00 am & 
Thursdays at 5:00 pm.  

$30 per 90 minute session.
$5 off with your own SUP.

On those crazy days, just 
know that I have your back. 
With my help and the backing 
of my great team, I’ll have 
you back on the road and 
driving happy in no time.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

When 
everyone 
forgets how 
to drive.

I’m your agent for that.

1001195.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL

Billy Swails, Agent
1047 Johnnie Dodds Blvd
Mt Pleasant, SC  29464

Bus: 843-884-5149
www.billyswails.com

 “We’re advocating for a community-based watershed 
action plan designed to clean up and protect Shem Creek,” 
said Wunderley. “The plan will identify pollution sources 
and implement strategies to restore the creek’s water qual-
ity for recreational use.”
 Wunderley is constantly in awe of the support he 
receives from neighbors determined to make a difference. 
Since the inception of Charleston Waterkeeper, folks have 
been quick to keep the nonprofit afloat by offering an 
extra set of hands and even donations of boats to use in 
the field. 
 “Our volunteers and supporters are a constant source of 
inspiration. It’s tremendously rewarding when local folks 
give their hard-earned time and resources to do good for 
our local waterways,” said Wunderley. “The capacity of our 
community to come together to solve problems shouldn’t 
ever be underestimated. It’s just great to see local folks get 

their hands dirty and feet wet protecting and restoring 
their favorite tidal creek or river.”
 “Learn about your local tidal creek or river. Under-
stand its history. Paddle it. Clean it up. Swim in it. Fish 
it. Find out where you can harvest oysters. To know your 
local creek is to love it. To love it is to protect it,” said 
Wunderley. “Get engaged. Get involved. Volunteer for a 
clean up. Get dirty. Help build a new oyster reef. The rest 
will fall in place.”
 When we all work for the greater good of our environment, 
there’s nowhere to go but upstream. To find out how you can 
get involved, log on to www. CharlestonWaterkeeper.com.  
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Bill Barnhill, REALTOR®
843.364.6903

bill@billbarnhill.com
www.billbarnhill.com

Serving Your Luxury Real Estate Needs
in Mount Pleasant and the Islands

•  Certified by the prestigious Institute for Luxury 
 Home Marketing as a Luxury Home Specialist

• Member of the Institute’s Million Dollar Guild

If you have a real estate need, trust your next transaction 
to a reaLtor® with integrity, expertise and results to 
assist you in this distinctive market.
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Homes in south mount   
Pleasant – south of the Isle of Palms 
Connector – have been selling 
rapidly since the first of the year. 
Two hundred thirty homes were sold 
from Jan. 1 through June 16 in the 
22 south Mount Pleasant neighbor-

hoods featured on the following pages. 
 The home that sold for the highest amount, $4.5 million, 
was in Hobcaw Point. During that time, five South Mount 
Pleasant neighborhoods featured homes ranging from the 
mid to high $200s. The price per square foot ranged any-
where from $175 to $371 – not too bad for views of Shem 
Creek or the Cooper River. The Old Village commanded 
the highest price per square foot. More on the Old Village 
is available at www.OldVillageMountPleasant.com.
 It’s not surprising that these homes are going fast. Belle 
Hall (www.BelleHallPlantation.com) Seaside Farms (www.
SeasideFarmsHomes.com) and Long Point all are near 

SOUtH MOUnt PleaSant

neighborhood Directory
restaurants, salons, grocery stores and boutiques and are a 
short drive from Charleston County parks and the islands.
 Furthermore, many of these communities have walk-
ing trails, swimming pools and playgrounds, and excellent 
local schools are nearby. If you are looking for a new home, 
Tidal Walk is among South Mount Pleasant’s new neigh-
borhoods, and it boasts an atmosphere similar to that of a 
private island. What more could you want? More new con-
struction and exciting neighborhoods are available at www.
MountPleasantHomes.com.  

93

Village Park is located in the heart 
of Mount Pleasant, SC. Nestled 
behind the Sea Island Shopping 
Center this beautifully designed, 
small neighborhood is surrounded 
by grand, old live oak trees and 
will feature lined brick streets and 
extensive landscaping. The central 
location allows for easy access to 
Downtown Charleston, Shem Creek 
and the beaches.
Village Park will consist of 12 single 
family homes and two duplex units. 
All homes have an open floor plan 
with multiple outdoor living spaces 
including porches and rooftop decks; 
and with seven custom floor plans 
to choose from, you are sure to find 
your dream home right here.

Don’t miss out on buying the first spec home! Watch us grow in July. 
For more information and to view floor plans, visit

villageparksc.com

Edmund Major  |  Flyway Real Estate  |  843.343.6666
                                    edmund@flywaysc.com

model 
home 

opening 
in July

mailto:bill@billbarnhill.com
http://www.billbarnhill.com/
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Belle Hall 27 $312k $1.1M $429k $229 

Brookgreen Meadows 9 $325k $608k $490k $274 

Chelsea Park 4 $325k $375k $337k $223 

Cooper Estates 4 $425k $848k $520k $243 

Coopers Landing 7 $292k $395k $345k $175 

Creekside Park 5 $577k $800k $775k $244 

Glenlake 4 $330k $384k $360k $180 

Grassy Creek 4 $490k $955k $803k $226 

Harborgate Shores 6 $297k $384k $343k $233 

Harbour Watch 4 $910k $2.1M $933k $305 

Hidden Cove 4 $368k $565k $390k $180 

SUBDIVISION # HOMES SOLD MIN SALES  PRICE MAX SALES  PRICE  MEDIAN SALES PRICE MEDIAN $/SqFt
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Hobcaw Creek 5 $540k $760k $600k $202 

Hobcaw Point 4 $580k $4.5M $685k $295 

I’On 29 $460k $2.3M $905k $310 

Longpoint 22 $273k $1.2M $504k $189 

Old Mt Pleasant 19 $291k $735k $427k $316 

Old Village 23 $549k $2.6M $1M $371 

Parish Place 6 $275k $455k $344k $202

Seaside Farms 9 $363k $845k $550k $209

Sweetgrass 10 $299k $430k $368k $185

Tidal Walk 19 $376k $572k $475k $184

Watermark 6 $526k $870k $714k $243

SUBDIVISION # HOMES SOLD MIN SALES  PRICE MAX SALES  PRICE  MEDIAN SALES PRICE MEDIAN $/SqFt

A tradition of personal service 
since 1992.

The tradition continues...

Pam BishoP
843-814-1622
628 Long Point Road
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
www.PamBishop.com ~ pbishop@carolinaone.com

“Pam Bishop was fabulous! She continues to assist us 
as we have settled in the Lowcountry. She made a big 

transition for us (empty nesters from Michigan) go so 
smoothly. She was excellent through the whole process!”

~ Kathy & Mike Kristopik

 LEARN TO FLY
A VETERAN OWNED COMPANY

Mt. Pleasant Flight Training tailors our 
fl ight training and ground instruction 

to fi t your busy schedule. 
Both the Cessna 172C Skyhawk and 
the Beechcraft C 23 Sundowner are 

available for instruction or rental.

843.822.6363 
Mt. Pleasant Regional Airport

700 Faison Dr., Mt. Pleasant, SC  29466
www.mtpleasantfl ighttraining.com

Owner/Instructor 
Joe Bustos

Also serving Charleston International Airport & Charleston Executive Airport.

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
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MLS LISTED PRICE LISTING AGENT SELLING AGENT DAYS ON  SELLING PRICE
 LISTING COMPANY SELLING COMPANY MARKET

1) $5,495,000 Helen Geer Non-member 105 $4,500,000
 William Means Real Estate Non-member

2) $2,800,000 Nancy Hoy Bill Johnson 101 $2,600,000
 Carolina One Real Estate Disher Hamrick & Myers

3) $2,495,000 Wendy Thrower & Bonnie Geer Cindy Nye 80 $2,350,000
 Charleston Preferred Properties Elaine Brabham and Associates

4) $2,350,000 Nancy Hoy Cyndy Burris 4 $2,300,000
 Carolina One Real Estate Applegate & Company

5) $2,400,000 Nancy Hoy Nancy Hoy 82 $2,275,000
 Carolina One Real Estate Carolina One Real Estate

6) $2,250,000 Brian Mello Pam Bishop 58 $2,125,000
 Handsome Properties Carolina One Real Estate

7) $1,795,000 Nancy Hoy Paula Yorke 41 $1,700,000
 Carolina One Real Estate William Means Real Estate

8) $1,799,999 Shelby Nelson Ashley Severance 64 $1,700,000
 Drayton Real Estate Atlantic Properties

9) $1,695,000 Mac Jenkinson & Beth Moore Ashley Severance 68 $1,605,000
 Carolina One Real Estate Atlantic Properties

10) $1,595,000 Kim Meyer Brian Walsh 27 $1,584,500
 Keller Williams Realty Charleston Carolina One Real Estate

* Media Services, Inc. does not take responsibility for any information deemed to be incorrect, including: MLS listed or sold price, listing agent or company, selling agent or company 
and days on the market.  Please note that agents and companies can and do change. 

South Mount Pleasant, S.C.TOP
TEN

MOST EXPENSIVE
HOMES SOLD Jan. 1, 2016 - June 1, 2016

Eye Wellness
brought to you by

Dr. Emily Curry 
Optometrist

(843) 352-9977
3070 Hwy 17 N, Suite 201 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466 
www.SweetgrassEyecare.com 

iWellnessExamTM

Like an MRI of the eye!
Early detection of diabetes, 

glaucoma and macular 
degeneration.

• College of Charleston Math Instructor
• Former Naval Submarine Offi cer
• Rotarian
• Former SC Chess Champion
• Tennis junkie
• Provides market analysis of the 
   Charleston real estate market to 
   several hundred Realtors in the 
   Charleston market.

The most important aspects of 
a real estate transaction, 
THE NUMBERS. 

www.charlestonholmes.com

You can 
COUNT on me!

Doug Holmes
Keller Williams

West Ashley
doug27@kw.com

843.475.1722

Char leston’s  Exclus ive  Oral  Health  Onl ine Net work •  w w w.ChsDentists .com

Smiling Faces

Camera Ready?
Meet Your Dentist Here!

Kari Ryan, DMD 
Kari Ryan Dentistry 

2016-17 EDITION

For the Good
of the Grin
ECCO Community Dental Clinic 

Support for 
Our Smiles

The MUSC College of Dental Medicine 

Matthew Barefoot, DDS, MD
Barefoot Oral & Facial Surgery 
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Smiling Faces

Camera Ready?
Meet Your Dentist Here!

Kari Ryan, DMD 
Kari Ryan Dentistry 

2016-17 EDITION

For the Good
of the Grin
ECCO Community Dental Clinic 

Support for 
Our Smiles

The MUSC College of Dental Medicine 

Matthew Barefoot, DDS, MD
Barefoot Oral & Facial Surgery 

http://www.chsdentists.com/
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A
nd just like that, the    
dental profession is en vogue.
      Earlier this year, dentist was ranked 
No. 2 in U.S. News & World Report’s 100 
Best Jobs of 2016. (Orthodontist finished 
first.) It’s a far cry from the pop culture 

depictions of dentists as idiosyncratic sub-doctors, and the 
attitude 
couldn’t 

come at a better time as studies 
continue to show a direct link 
between oral health and overall 
health.
 In the Lowcountry – indeed, 
in all of South Carolina – no 
institution has done more to 
advance dentistry over the past 
five decades than the Medical 
University of South Carolina’s 
James B. Edwards College of 
Dental Medicine, which mints 
more than 70 new dentists each 
year, the majority of whom hail 
from the Palmetto State and 
embark on careers here.
 One of those students is Rob 
Painter, a 27-year-old Greenville 
native who completed his doctor 
of Dental Medicine in May and 
is set to join a Charleston-area 
dental group this summer.
 What would draw an 
obviously talented young man – 
more than 1,000 applicants vied 
for just 71 spots in Painter’s class 
– to a profession that perhaps 
isn’t viewed as the most glamorous in the medical world?
 “I wanted to find the way that I could do the most 

good both in terms of treating patients effectively and 
being in a field that was attractive to me,” Dr. Painter said. 
“I view dentistry as a craft. It’s a combination of art and 
surgery, and I love working with my hands. It made sense 
as the best way to put my passion and talent to use.”
 That explanation mirrors the sentiments of Dr. Tariq 
Javed, the College of Dental Medicine’s dean of academic 

and student affairs, who 
identified training, community 
service and research as three 
tenets of the college’s mission.
      “We are producing dentists 
who are competent but also 
have a heart,” said Dr. Javed. 
“I believe we’ve been very 
successful. Our faculty and 
staff are pre-eminent. And 
our clinical facilities are very 
modern, very up-to-date. That’s 
thanks to the state, MUSC, our 
alumni and benefactors.”

New FroNtiers
      Based largely on a visceral 
combination of overheard 
grousing and personal pain, 
it’s believed that most people 
view trips to the dentist as a 
necessary evil at best, in some 
cases to be avoided until oral 
maladies at last become truly 
unbearable.
      The truth is that dental 
care is a critical part of good 
health and that tooth decay 
is the most prevalent chronic 

disease among both children and adults – despite being 
imminently preventable. 

Training, Community 
Service and Research

The MUSC College of Dental Medicine 

above: dr.  rob Painter discusses options with a patient. 
Below: no institution has done more to advance dentistry in 

the lowcountry than MUSc’s college of dental Medicine.
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 Some of traditional dentistry’s invasiveness and 
inconvenience – barriers for many people – may be on the 
wane with the continued emergence of digital dentistry, 
where high-tech methods are used in lieu of traditional 
techniques for restorations, surgical guides, implants and 
more. For patients, that often means both better outcomes 
and less time in the dentist’s chair.
 An example: Visual scanning is taking the place of 
cumbersome dental impression molds. Today intraoral 
scanners easily capture pictures and videos of a patient’s 
entire mouth or even a single tooth. That information 
can be used to quickly and accurately create models for 
prosthetics such as bridges and crowns. In the case of the 
latter, patients can now have a crown installed the same 
day, instead of spending weeks with a temporary version.
  “The digital aspect is one of the strong suits of our 
education,” Dr. Painter said.

A FinAl Hurdle
 Ongoing technological advancements are impressive 
and undoubtedly a boon for the general populace. Still, 
pockets of so-called dental health professional shortage 
areas remain. (That is, locales in which there is only one 
dentist for every 5,000 people.)
 In South Carolina almost 80 such areas exist.
 Dr. Javed said providing adequate care in such typically 
rural areas of the state is a complex proposition.
 “Dentistry requires a facility outfitted with 
sophisticated dental equipment,” he said. “That requires 
more resources and financial responsibility. It’s like having 
an operating room: a surgeon can’t do what he or she does 
without equipment. But if I live in a smaller town, that 
doesn’t mean my care doesn’t count.”
 Dr. Amy Martin, associate professor at the College of 
Dental Medicine, helps lead the Medical Oral Expanded 
Care (MORE Care) Collaborative, a statewide effort aimed 
at helping rural primary care doctors bridge treatment 
for dental conditions. In its first year, the program has 
benefited more than 10,000 children. 
 “Americans’ health should not suffer because they live 
in rural areas,” Dr. Martin wrote in a co-signed editorial 
that appeared in The Post and Courier this spring.
 It’s an issue that Dr. Javed and the college continue to 
monitor closely. In fact, a federal grant received through 
MUSC has helped fund MORE Care.
 “Our students are sensitive to all people’s needs,” 
said Dr. Javed, who serves as a consultant to dental 
schools in the Middle East and Pakistan. “Especially the 
underserved.” 
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ABOUT THE COVER

We teeth take on a lot – just think about 
it for a second. From your 8 a.m. coffee 
to your midnight snack, we’re working 

24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. 
Some teeth stay with 
you for the majority 
of your life. others, 
like me, only stay 
for a few short years 
before we’re wiggled 
or wrangled out and 
placed under a pillow 
in hopes that we’ll be 
replaced with a few 
dollars.
 i got lucky, as i 
was swooped up 
from beneath a 
sweet little girl’s pillow by an exquisite fairy with 
glistening wings and a wide grin, revealing two 
sets of perfectly pearly white teeth. She flew 
with me through the balmy lowcountry air and 
dropped me off at my new home, coastal kids 
dental & Braces, in charleston, South carolina. 
that is where my adventure truly began. Sure, i 
adored those few years filled with the excitement 
of ice cream in the summer and hot chocolate in 
the winter until finally being laid to rest under the 
pillow. But here was my chance to see the world. 
 i decided to embrace my new home in the 
dentist office. i observed the dentists as they 
worked tirelessly on perfecting everyone’s smiles. i 
watched the children bounding through the door 
and sliding into the reclining chair, their excitement 
showing the gaps their baby teeth had left behind. 
i entertained them and befriended them all. 
 then one day recently, i was extracted from 
my home for a mysterious adventure. i was put in 
a car trunk, excitement and anxiety washing over 
me. this time there was no winged enchantress to 
reassure me i was going somewhere marvelous. 
We arrived at a building where i met dr. Matthew 
Barefoot and dr. kari ryan. We stood beneath 
the lights inside Jenn cady’s photography studio, 
and i finally had my moment to shine. i couldn’t 
believe i was the lucky tooth to grace the cover of 
Smiling Faces. 
 i hope you are as excited to read the dental 
section as i was to model for it. and remember to 
love your teeth, because we love you back. 

Sincerely,
Mr. tooth 
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Pleasant Family
D E N T I S T R Y

www.PleasantFamilyDentistry.com 
(843) 654-4679 | 1204 Two Island Court | Mount Pleasant, SC  (off IOP Connector)

Call Today! 843-654-4679 
No insurance?  No problem! 

 Ask how you can save with our 
In-Office Savings Plan.

 Voted 4 years in a row "Best Dentist Mount Pleasant" 

1

Pleasant  Family  Dent istr y   |   w w w.PleasantFamilyDentistr y.com  |   (843)  375-6489

Pleasant Family
DENTISTRY

M A G A Z I N E

www.PleasantFamilyDentistry.com  •          us on Facebook

www.PleasantFamilyDentistry.com  •          us on Facebook

A Day of Free 
Dentistry
Giving Back to the 

Community
Giving Back to the 

Inspiring 
Patients

Telling Their Stories

Pick up a copy of the Pleasant 

Family Dentistry magazine at any 

East Cooper CVS store

Schedule your appointment today and see what sets us apart!  Complimentary initial 
exam and x-rays for the first 15 new patients when you bring in this offer.

JUMPING FOR JOY BECAUSE WE’VE 
PUT A SMILE ON YOUR FACE! 

Evening and Saturday appointments available. 
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DR. RICK JACKOWSKI
DR. GREG JOHNSON
DR. ROB CARIMI
DR. LAUREN CALLISON
Pleasant Family Dentistry
1204 Two Island Court
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-881-8881
www.pleasantfamilydentistry.com

Most people know that there are sig-
nificant health benefits to regular 
dental visits, but many fail to keep 
up with their semiannual preven-
tive care appointments. Why? Lack 
of time and fear of the dentist are 

two major reasons. 
 The team at Pleasant Family Dentistry acknowledges 

these concerns and strives to alle-
viate them to give their patients 

the best dental experience possible.  
 “Our office is open nights and Saturdays to accom-
modate even the busiest of our patients’ schedules. We 
want to be available when it is most convenient for them,” 
Dr. Greg Johnson explained. “And we know that a large 
percentage of the population fears the dentist, so we offer 
a complimentary comfort menu with items such as warm 
blankets, massage chairs and hand moisturizing treat-
ments to make our patients comfortable and relaxed.”
 All the dentists at Pleasant Family Dentistry empha-
size the benefits of regular dental visits and that taking 
a proactive approach to oral health can prevent many 
future issues.
 Routine dental visits should begin as early as 2 to 3 
years old. A dentist can identify possible congenital issues 
and begin preventive care at this time. Around age 6, the 
dentist can identify orthodontic issues and provide guid-

ance concerning a child’s oral care habits. 
 “It is important that parents monitor the time their 
children spend brushing and flossing and make sure 
they are eating a healthy diet with minimal processed 
sugars and acidic foods that damage the enamel,” Dr. 
Johnson said.
  As individuals continue to age, they usually face den-
tal issues such as declining gum health.  
 “Many periodontal problems are preventable,” ex-
plained Dr. Richard Jackowski, who added that it is neces-
sary to have plaque and calculus removed at least every six 
months since brushing and flossing alone aren’t enough to 
maintain optimal oral health. 
 “Seeing the hygienist for polishing and plaque re-
moval, occasional sealants and X-rays to detect cavities or 
bone loss are all routine procedures that benefit patients 
throughout their lifetime,” Dr. Jackowski continued.
 “Dentistry starts with good oral hygiene, a good diet 
and good habits from a young age,” Dr. Lauren Callison 
pointed out.
 Pleasant Family Dentistry incorporates the latest in 
dental technology to make sure its patients are getting the 
best out of each checkup. 
 “Digital X-rays use only a fraction of radiation that 
old film radiographs used, and their diagnostic quality 
is superb,” explained Dr. Johnson. “We also have cone 
beam technology that can take 3D pictures of our pa-
tients’ anatomy. Crowns and bridges can be done in one 
visit with CEREC technology, which saves patients time 
and travel.”
 For patients who fear the dentist’s office, Pleasant Fam-
ily Dentistry offers both IV and oral sedation in addition 
to laughing gas to make the visit easier.
 “Routine checkups are important,” Dr. Johnson 
concluded. “Any oral disease is more easily treated if it 
is caught early. Patients run the possibility of pain and 
losing teeth if they do not have regular dental care. Most 
dental disease is not painful until it gets to a point where 
permanent damage is done.” 
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modate even the busiest of our patients’ schedules. We 
want to be available when it is most convenient for them,” 
Dr. Greg Johnson explained. “And we know that a large 
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a complimentary comfort menu with items such as warm 
blankets, massage chairs and hand moisturizing treat-
ments to make our patients comfortable and relaxed.”
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a proactive approach to oral health can prevent many 
future issues.
 Routine dental visits should begin as early as 2 to 3 
years old. A dentist can identify possible congenital issues 
and begin preventive care at this time. Around age 6, the 
dentist can identify orthodontic issues and provide guid-

ance concerning a child’s oral care habits. 
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children spend brushing and flossing and make sure 
they are eating a healthy diet with minimal processed 
sugars and acidic foods that damage the enamel,” Dr. 
Johnson said.
  As individuals continue to age, they usually face den-
tal issues such as declining gum health.  
 “Many periodontal problems are preventable,” ex-
plained Dr. Richard Jackowski, who added that it is neces-
sary to have plaque and calculus removed at least every six 
months since brushing and flossing alone aren’t enough to 
maintain optimal oral health. 
 “Seeing the hygienist for polishing and plaque re-
moval, occasional sealants and X-rays to detect cavities or 
bone loss are all routine procedures that benefit patients 
throughout their lifetime,” Dr. Jackowski continued.
 “Dentistry starts with good oral hygiene, a good diet 
and good habits from a young age,” Dr. Lauren Callison 
pointed out.
 Pleasant Family Dentistry incorporates the latest in 
dental technology to make sure its patients are getting the 
best out of each checkup. 
 “Digital X-rays use only a fraction of radiation that 
old film radiographs used, and their diagnostic quality 
is superb,” explained Dr. Johnson. “We also have cone 
beam technology that can take 3D pictures of our pa-
tients’ anatomy. Crowns and bridges can be done in one 
visit with CEREC technology, which saves patients time 
and travel.”
 For patients who fear the dentist’s office, Pleasant Fam-
ily Dentistry offers both IV and oral sedation in addition 
to laughing gas to make the visit easier.
 “Routine checkups are important,” Dr. Johnson 
concluded. “Any oral disease is more easily treated if it 
is caught early. Patients run the possibility of pain and 
losing teeth if they do not have regular dental care. Most 
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DR. NICOLE DAHLKEMPER
Water’s Edge Family Dentistry
1203 Two Island Court, Suite 101
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-884-6166
www.watersedgesc.com

For Mount Pleasant dentist Dr. Nicole 
Dahlkemper, helping others is her top prior-
ity. She does so in her practice, Water’s Edge 
Family Dentistry, in the community and 
beyond.
 Dr. Dahlkemper and her team ensure 

that every patient who walks into their practice is treated 
like a member of the family. Water’s Edge Dentistry offers 
a full array of dental services to improve the health of 
your mouth and the beauty of your smile. Services range 

from routine cleanings to full 
mouth restoration and every-

thing in between. Dr. Dahlkemper provides TMJ therapy 
with the most advanced nonsurgical techniques and even 
treats sleep apnea and snoring.
 For Dr. Dahlkemper, the love of helping others doesn’t 
stop in her exam room. She volunteers her time at the lo-
cal East Cooper Community Outreach Dental Clinic and 
also travels to various countries abroad to provide dental 
care. She has been to the Dominican Republic and Ecua-
dor and most recently returned from Peru on a mission 
trip with Dental Community Fellowship, where her group 
provided more than 900 dental services in a week.
 Hard work is nothing new for Dr. Dahlkemper. She 
consistently graduated at the top of her class in under-
graduate and dental school and was one of the young-
est dentists in the nation to receive a fellowship from 

the prestigious Las Vegas Institute for Advanced Dental 
Studies. She was recently awarded a fellowship with the 
Pierre Fauchard Academy – an international group that 
recognizes leaders for their contributions to the field of 
dentistry and to their community.
 Yet another thing that sets Dr. Dahlkemper apart from 
others in her field is her advanced education in treating 
sleep apnea and snoring. After doing a thorough examina-
tion of sleep studies, individual patients’ anatomy, jaw and 
muscles, Dr. Dahlkemper uses a physiological approach to 
customize an appliance to help patients.
 She makes an easy-to-use and comfortable device called 
MicrO2, which safely alleviates snoring and symptoms of 
obstructive sleep apnea. If patients have been diagnosed 
with sleep apnea or if they snore, the MicrO2 lower jaw 
advancement device helps them wake up with a better 
sense of rest and the energy they need to enjoy the day.
 Specially trained dentists such as Dr. Dahlkemper play 
a key role in screening for obstructive sleep apnea. Then, 
partnering with medical doctors, the MicrO2 is provided 
to treat those suffering from this disorder.
 In her spare time, Dr. Dahlkemper loves the outdoors 
can be found enjoying activities such as yoga, kayaking 
and spending time with dogs Kirby, Sully and Ditka. On 
her trip to Peru, she was especially excited to visit Machu 
Picchu and climb to the top of Huayna Picchu Mountain.
 But it is her love of this community and helping those 
closest to home that mean the most to her.
 “I can’t think of a community I would rather be in. 
My patients are truly wonderful people who make my job 
more fun. How could I not love having a business here?” 
she asked. 
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 www.barefootoralsurgery.com

Con� dence.
        To smile again.

WITH STATE- OF -THE-ART 
DENTAL IMPLANTS

Replace missing teeth

Improve your smile

Eliminate discomfort

Eat the foods you love

Dr. Matthew Barefoot, DDS, MD

CALL NOW! 
FREE Consultation 

and Evaluation.

843-849-5188

 www.barefootoralsurgery.com
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DR. MATTHEW BAREFOOT
Barefoot Oral & Facial Surgery
1203 Two Island Court, Suite 102
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-849-5188
www.barefootoralsurgery.com

Most people don’t look forward to 
walking into an oral surgeon’s of-
fice, probably because it is likely 
that they are experiencing a prob-
lem that is causing them pain or 
discomfort. Fortunately for the pa-

tients who choose to visit Barefoot Oral & Facial Surgery, 
they will literally leave with a smile on their face.
 Since opening his Mount Pleasant practice in January 
2015, Dr. Matthew Barefoot and his team have made it their 

mission to put the focus on patient 
comfort. A small practice by design, 

Dr. Barefoot spends extra time getting to know his patients by 
name, explaining procedures and managing expectations.
 Raised in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Dr. Bare-
foot completed his undergraduate studies magna cum 
laude at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. 
He was drawn to oral surgery because it uses a combi-
nation of dental and medical techniques. He received 
his doctorate in Dental Surgery degree summa cum 
laude from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. While at the University of North Carolina School of 
Dentistry, he became a member of the Omicron Kappa 
Upsilon Honor Society. He then earned his medical 
degree from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 
Following a general surgery internship and state-of-the-art 

training in anesthesia, he completed his Oral and Maxil-
lofacial Surgery residency at UAB.
 A diplomate of the American Board of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery, Dr. Barefoot continues to obtain 
advanced training in various aspects of oral and maxillofa-
cial surgery.
 Dr. Barefoot and his team manage a wide variety of 
problems relating to the mouth, teeth and facial regions. 
He practices a full scope of oral and maxillofacial sur-
gery, with expertise ranging from dental implant sur-
gery and wisdom tooth removal to corrective jaw surgery. 
This also includes techniques designed to rebuild bone 
structure with minimal surgical intervention and optimal 
patient comfort. 
 Dr. Barefoot also can diagnose and treat facial pain, fa-
cial injuries and fractures.
 For Dr. Barefoot, it’s the follow-up visits with his pa-
tients that are the best part of every day. So often he hears 
how much relief and satisfaction they feel, how smooth 
the recovery was, how happy they are to have teeth they 
may have lost – just how much better their quality of life 
is after a procedure.
 When he isn’t helping others with their smiles, Dr. 
Barefoot brings a smile to his own face spending time 
with his wife, Michele, and son, Lachlan, exploring all 
that the Lowcountry has to offer. 
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DR. MATTHEW BAREFOOT
Barefoot Oral & Facial Surgery
1203 Two Island Court, Suite 102
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-849-5188
www.barefootoralsurgery.com
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 A diplomate of the American Board of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery, Dr. Barefoot continues to obtain 
advanced training in various aspects of oral and maxillofa-
cial surgery.
 Dr. Barefoot and his team manage a wide variety of 
problems relating to the mouth, teeth and facial regions. 
He practices a full scope of oral and maxillofacial sur-
gery, with expertise ranging from dental implant sur-
gery and wisdom tooth removal to corrective jaw surgery. 
This also includes techniques designed to rebuild bone 
structure with minimal surgical intervention and optimal 
patient comfort. 
 Dr. Barefoot also can diagnose and treat facial pain, fa-
cial injuries and fractures.
 For Dr. Barefoot, it’s the follow-up visits with his pa-
tients that are the best part of every day. So often he hears 
how much relief and satisfaction they feel, how smooth 
the recovery was, how happy they are to have teeth they 
may have lost – just how much better their quality of life 
is after a procedure.
 When he isn’t helping others with their smiles, Dr. 
Barefoot brings a smile to his own face spending time 
with his wife, Michele, and son, Lachlan, exploring all 
that the Lowcountry has to offer. 
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From preventative hygiene services and gentle restorative 
procedures to the latest in cosmetic dentistry, 

trust in 21 years of experience.
• Bonding
• Cosmetic Contouring
• Crowns and Bridges
• Cosmetic Fillings
• Implants
• Veneers
• Zoom Whitening

• Sealants
• Extractions
• Scaling and Root Planing
• Dentures
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Jaw/TMJ
• Oral health screenings

Garner Family Dentistry, LLC
1059 Chuck Dawley Blvd.    Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

843.884.6002
Mon-Thurs 8-5

cynthiagarnerdentistry.com

Cynthia Garner, DDS
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DR. CYNTHIA GARNER
Garner Family Dentistry
1059 Chuck Dawley Blvd.
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-884-6002
www.garnerfamilydentistry.com

Even after practicing dentistry for 20 years, 
Dr. Cynthia Garner still sees every patient 
who walks in her doors at Garner Fam-
ily Dentistry as a special individual. No 
matter what the age, it’s important to Dr. 
Garner and her team that each person’s 

needs are considered and an individualized treatment 
plan is developed.
 For Dr. Garner, dentistry isn’t just a career choice 
but a passion. She enjoys helping others feel good about 

themselves and views this goal as a 
true team effort with her staff. She 

knows there is no substitute for experience. Her staff aver-
ages 20 years of experience, from cleaning teeth using the 
latest technology to solving insurance issues for patients.  
 “I’m very fortunate to have an amazing and talented 
staff. They’re great with kids and great with all our pa-
tients. We have fun together doing great dentistry. We try 
to make it a great experience for all of our patients. Above 
all, we love to see our patients smile,” Dr. Garner said.
 Great smiles are something Dr. Garner works hard 
to help her patients achieve. She advises parents to start 
working on good dental hygiene with their children at a 
young age. 
 “Brush with them. Floss their teeth when they’re 
younger, because it’s hard for kids to floss,” she said. “And 
if your kids don’t like to brush, have them do dry brush-

ing. Get a little baby toothbrush and let them get used 
to putting it in their mouth. Make it part of their daily 
schedule. The best advice of all is being a good example to 
them by taking care of yourself.” 
 Dr. Garner works hard on her own making sure she 
is up to date on the latest procedures and techniques in 
dentistry. Following graduation from dental school, she 
was selected for an intensive residency program at Temple 
University, where she earned an advanced degree in Gen-
eral Dentistry.
  “Each year, I devote 100 hours of advanced education 
to improve my expertise and learn the latest techniques 
and materials available for dentistry,” she said. “Annually, 
I attend Dr. Frank Spear’s hands-on workshops in Scotts-
dale, Arizona, for advanced techniques in Dental Occlu-
sion and Cosmetic Dentistry, taught by some the finest 
dentists in the United States. I am also a member of the 
Seattle Study Club, a professional association of dentists 
who advance dental excellence.”
 When not working on her career, Dr. Garner can be 
found spending time with her husband, two teenage 
girls and 9-year-old lab, Buster, at their home on Daniel 
Island.
 Dr. Garner feels grateful to be doing something she 
loves every day.
  “Dentistry is a rewarding career with many oppor-
tunities to make a difference in people’s lives. I am very 
fortunate to work with such a great staff and care for so 
many wonderful patients. It is such a privilege having the 
trust of our patient families,” she concluded. 
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DR. CYNTHIA GARNER
Garner Family Dentistry
1059 Chuck Dawley Blvd.
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-884-6002
www.garnerfamilydentistry.com
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tients. We have fun together doing great dentistry. We try 
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if your kids don’t like to brush, have them do dry brush-
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was selected for an intensive residency program at Temple 
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to improve my expertise and learn the latest techniques 
and materials available for dentistry,” she said. “Annually, 
I attend Dr. Frank Spear’s hands-on workshops in Scotts-
dale, Arizona, for advanced techniques in Dental Occlu-
sion and Cosmetic Dentistry, taught by some the finest 
dentists in the United States. I am also a member of the 
Seattle Study Club, a professional association of dentists 
who advance dental excellence.”
 When not working on her career, Dr. Garner can be 
found spending time with her husband, two teenage 
girls and 9-year-old lab, Buster, at their home on Daniel 
Island.
 Dr. Garner feels grateful to be doing something she 
loves every day.
  “Dentistry is a rewarding career with many oppor-
tunities to make a difference in people’s lives. I am very 
fortunate to work with such a great staff and care for so 
many wonderful patients. It is such a privilege having the 
trust of our patient families,” she concluded. 
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“Kari Ryan Denistry is AMAZING!! The quality of care 
and thoroughness is hands down what makes her practice 
stand out!! Thanks again for a GREAT experience.”

“What more can be said than a five-star rating. The staff 
are always smiling and friendly while their dental skills are 
unmatched. So glad that I found them.”

Dr. Kari Ryan and Dr. Kristi Dillard
815 Lowcountry Blvd • Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

(843) 881-1638
drkariryan@mtpleasantdentist.com
www.mtpleasantdentist.com

317 Wingo Way, Ste. 301, Mt. Pleasant, SC  29464
843-884-2021 |  www.anderson-dentistry.com

We are conveniently 
located near the Ravenel 
Bridge in Mt. Pleasant.

Call us to 
schedule an 

appointment today!

Dental Treatments
Fillings  |  Crowns  |  Implants  |   Bridges  |  Root Canals    

Extractions  |  Sealants  |  Dentures  
  Scaling and Root Planing

Cosmetic Treatments
Bonding  |  Porcelain Veneers  

Teeth Whitening  |  Clear Braces

Anderson Dentistry
A Commitment to Excellence…

FAMILY & AESTHETIC 
RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY
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DR. KARI RYAN
DR. KRISTI DILLARD
Kari Ryan Dentistry
815 Lowcountry Blvd.
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-881-1638
www.mtpleasantdentist.com

The Charleston area is known for having 
some of the best physicians in the coun-
try, but, unbeknown to many, it is also 
home to exceptional dentists. Drs. Kari 
Ryan and Kristi Dillard are among them. 
They have integrated innovative den-

tal technologies into their practice in order to give their 
patients the best dental 
experience possible. Ac-

cording to Dr. Ryan, it is the “ease and convenience of 
these new dental technologies that have led to our high 
levels of overall patient satisfaction.” 
 As patients have consistently noted on websites such 
as healthgrades.com, new, painless and convenient dental 
technologies contributed to their satisfaction with Drs. 
Ryan and Dillard and their overall dental experience as 
well. In fact, the two local dentists have repeatedly earned 
five out of five stars from their patients. 
 Dr. Ryan explained how three technologies – digital 
radiographs, CEREC crowns and the intraoral camera – 
help their patients with their overall dental health. 
 “The digital radiograph allows Dr. Dillard and I to 
produce crystal-clear images of a patient’s mouth in-
stantaneously on a digital monitor that is placed next to 
the patient’s chair. The amount of information on this 
radiograph is so detailed that we can catch dental issues 
very early in order to provide the most conservative dental 

work possible,” she pointed out. 
 Finding dental issues early on is obviously the best way 
to eliminate major problems.
 The CEREC CAD/CAM technology is used to fix 
broken or weakened teeth with crowns that match the rest 
of the patient’s teeth.
 “At our office, our CEREC unit allows Dr. Dillard and 
I to take digital impressions of our patients’ teeth, design 
a crown on the computer and make the crown in-office 
while the patient is in the chair, either relaxing or having 
other dental work done,” Dr. Ryan explained. 
 The CEREC technology gives Drs. Ryan and Dillard 
the option to “design the patient’s crown, stain it, glaze it 
and fire it in the oven to produce, in a matter of minutes, a 
personalized crown.” As a result, patients don’t have to wait 
several days or longer for the crown to come back from a 
lab, and they don’t have to schedule a follow-up appoint-
ment or worry about a temporary crown falling out. 
 Dr. Ryan said the intraoral camera is an exceptional 
technological tool. 
 “The camera allows us to take detailed photos of our 
patients’ teeth and then view together or print the photos 
so they can see exactly what we see. It is a great tool to aid 
with diagnosis and to educate our patients regarding their 
oral health,” she said. “The doctor and patient can study a 
patient’s smile line, tooth shade, shape and more to deter-
mine what will look best for their individual smile.” 
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DR. KARI RYAN
DR. KRISTI DILLARD
Kari Ryan Dentistry
815 Lowcountry Blvd.
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-881-1638
www.mtpleasantdentist.com

The Charleston area is known for having 
some of the best physicians in the coun-
try, but, unbeknown to many, it is also 
home to exceptional dentists. Drs. Kari 
Ryan and Kristi Dillard are among them. 
They have integrated innovative den-

tal technologies into their practice in order to give their 
patients the best dental 
experience possible. Ac-

cording to Dr. Ryan, it is the “ease and convenience of 
these new dental technologies that have led to our high 
levels of overall patient satisfaction.” 
 As patients have consistently noted on websites such 
as healthgrades.com, new, painless and convenient dental 
technologies contributed to their satisfaction with Drs. 
Ryan and Dillard and their overall dental experience as 
well. In fact, the two local dentists have repeatedly earned 
five out of five stars from their patients. 
 Dr. Ryan explained how three technologies – digital 
radiographs, CEREC crowns and the intraoral camera – 
help their patients with their overall dental health. 
 “The digital radiograph allows Dr. Dillard and I to 
produce crystal-clear images of a patient’s mouth in-
stantaneously on a digital monitor that is placed next to 
the patient’s chair. The amount of information on this 
radiograph is so detailed that we can catch dental issues 
very early in order to provide the most conservative dental 

work possible,” she pointed out. 
 Finding dental issues early on is obviously the best way 
to eliminate major problems.
 The CEREC CAD/CAM technology is used to fix 
broken or weakened teeth with crowns that match the rest 
of the patient’s teeth.
 “At our office, our CEREC unit allows Dr. Dillard and 
I to take digital impressions of our patients’ teeth, design 
a crown on the computer and make the crown in-office 
while the patient is in the chair, either relaxing or having 
other dental work done,” Dr. Ryan explained. 
 The CEREC technology gives Drs. Ryan and Dillard 
the option to “design the patient’s crown, stain it, glaze it 
and fire it in the oven to produce, in a matter of minutes, a 
personalized crown.” As a result, patients don’t have to wait 
several days or longer for the crown to come back from a 
lab, and they don’t have to schedule a follow-up appoint-
ment or worry about a temporary crown falling out. 
 Dr. Ryan said the intraoral camera is an exceptional 
technological tool. 
 “The camera allows us to take detailed photos of our 
patients’ teeth and then view together or print the photos 
so they can see exactly what we see. It is a great tool to aid 
with diagnosis and to educate our patients regarding their 
oral health,” she said. “The doctor and patient can study a 
patient’s smile line, tooth shade, shape and more to deter-
mine what will look best for their individual smile.” 
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T
hey come from mount    
Pleasant, but they also make the trek 
from the outer reaches of East Cooper: 
McClellanville, Cainhoy, Cordesville, 
Huger and elsewhere. They often come in 
pain, both physical and emotional, arriving 

near penniless with nowhere else to go.
 And when they arrive at the East Cooper Community 
Outreach Dental Clinic, Dr. Michael Cuenin, along with a 

dedicated staff and a combination 
of more than 50 dental students 

and volunteer professionals, is ready and willing to help ease 
their pain – free of charge.
 ECCO, and the dental services it offers, were born out 
of the devastation of Hurricane Hugo, when the entire 
Carolina coast was aching. The first dental clinic was housed 
in a hot, creaky, uncomfortable trailer.
 “I still remember dipping X-rays,” said Leslie White, 
an experienced and highly regarded dental assistant who 
volunteered at the clinic in the 1990s and has been its 
manager since 2009.
 The trailer is history, and today the floors are covered in 
porcelain tile provided by a donor. The equipment is essentially 
state-of-the-art, including a panoramic X-ray machine.
 “It looks like any other dentist office you would walk 
into,” Dr. Cuenin said.
 A periodontist by specialty, Dr. Cuenin spent 30 years 
in the Army. At one time in charge of the Europe Regional 
Dental Command, he retired as a full colonel. When he 
arrived at ECCO in 2011, the veteran quickly received new 
marching orders.
 “Leslie told me to get to work,” Dr. Cuenin remembered.
 In addition to his efforts at ECCO, Dr. Cuenin is a part-
time instructor at the James B. Edwards College of Dental 
Medicine at the Medical University of South Carolina, 
which not only facilitates lines of communication for the 
clinic but also allows him to keep an eye on ECCO patients 
who are referred to the university. One such case was a 
woman who until recently had an undiscovered tumor in 
her jawbone.
     Among the services offered at ECCO are East Cooper 
Smiles, a daytime clinic for ECCO clients; an evening 
emergency extraction clinic for South Carolina residents; 

and My Sister’s Smile, a comprehensive dental program for 
victims of domestic abuse, as well as those recovering from 
drug and alcohol addictions.
 At the same time, ECCO provides invaluable real-world 
experience for fourth-year students and residents. 
 “Word has gotten around at the College of Dental 
Medicine,” Dr. Cuenin said. “This has become a very 
popular destination.”
 There is certainly no shortage of patients. More than 
2,300 of them were seen last year, and that work translated 
into more than $800,000 in free dental care. To be eligible 
for services at the clinic, patients can’t make more than twice 
the poverty level, can’t carry dental insurance and can’t have 
Medicaid benefits that include dental coverage.
 “These are people who can’t go anywhere else,” Dr. 
Cuenin said.
 In many cases, dental deficiencies play a detrimental 
role in other parts of their lives, impacting everything 
from heart health to job prospects. Across the board, clinic 
staffers speak passionately about a full mouth/body health 
connection and about striving to not only address medical 
issues but also to change underlying behaviors.
 “We try to look at the whole person,” said Dr. 
Cuenin, who along with White, hygienist Gina Davies 
and receptionist Quionna Denmark, makes up the 
clinic’s core staff.
 The patients and their problems hit close to home for 
White, a Mount Pleasant native and Wando High School 
graduate, who last year received the South Carolina 
Dental Association’s Special Recognition Award for her 
work at ECCO.
 “In private practice, you deal with patients who were 
brought up understanding they needed to go to the dentist, 
and they appreciate the care,” said White. “But here you 
have many people who live in poverty and go a long time 
with toothaches and other issues. And they’re surprised that 
someone cares enough to work on their teeth at no cost.”
 For Dr. Cuenin, the transition from decayed teeth to 
bright smiles – and bright futures – is a source of deep 
satisfaction.
 “I think that’s why a lot of people are drawn to dentistry: 
You can see something through from start to finish,” he said. 
“It’s kind of fun.” 

Easing Pain
The ECCO Dental Clinic 

By  da n i e l  B r o c k
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DR. MATT DILLARD
DR. DONALD PHILLIPS
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery of the Lowcountry
767 Johnnie Dodds Blvd.
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
843-881-3111
www.lowcountryoralsurgery.com

2270 Ashley Crossing Drive, Suite 175
Charleston, South Carolina
843-410-5766
www.lowcountryoralsurgery.com

If you’re looking for an oral surgeon, look no 
further than Dr. Matt Dillard and Dr. Donald 
Phillips of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery of the 
Lowcountry. 
      They provide a wide range of services. Both 
Dr. Dillard and Dr. Phillips work with compre-

hensive surgical issues surrounding the mouth, including 
wisdom teeth, dental implants, bone grafting and correc-
tive jaw surgery. 
 Dr. Phillips pointed out that he wishes more people 

knew about the amazing things they 
can do to replace missing teeth. 

Dental implants have come a long way in a relatively short 
amount of time, and new technologies such as their dental 
CT scanner have made the whole process more consistent 
in achieving excellent results. 
 Both dentists attended MUSC and then underwent 
training at acclaimed four-year residency programs in oral 
and maxillofacial surgery. After their training, they both 
entered the U.S. Navy.  
 “We followed very similar career paths and enjoyed 
our time serving in the Navy. We both ended up back in 
Charleston with our families,” Dr. Dillard explained.  
 Originally from Spartanburg, Dr. Dillard began private 
practice in 2006 after returning to Charleston from active 
duty with the Navy. When Dr. Phillips was assigned to 
the naval clinic in Charleston a couple years ago, he and 

Dr. Dillard discussed the possibility of working together 
long-term.  
 “For me it was a unique opportunity to work with 
someone I knew and trusted. Donald has tremendous 
experience, strong ethics and takes a lot of pride in what 
he does,” Dr. Dillard said. “Both of us came from smaller 
towns and had fathers who were dentists and understand 
the importance of treating the patient as a person. We 
have different personalities but our professional philoso-
phies match.”
 Dr. Phillips joined the practice full-time last summer, 
allowing them to open up their newest office in Mount 
Pleasant. They see patients from all over the Lowcountry 
in their three offices. 
 Dr. Phillips earned his bachelor of science at Wofford 
College but realized after visiting many dental practices 
that he wanted to be a part of the dental field because 
“dentists are able to do a lot of things to improve peoples 
lives.” After completing dental school at MUSC, he went 
on to train at the Medical College of Virginia in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery.
 When asked what they believe makes their practice 
different from others around the Lowcountry, Dr. Phillips 
said, “I wouldn’t necessarily say different because what 
we’re striving to do is set a standard for what we think oral 
surgery practices should be. We practice under the aus-
pices of excellent care and communication with patients 
and referring dentists.” 
 The main thing that Dr. Dillard and Dr. Phillips want 
their patients to experience is personalized care and out-
standing results. They want everyone who comes through 
their door to have a great experience.  
 “We try to make the process as comfortable as pos-
sible, from paperwork and insurance to the procedures 
themselves. We have a great staff who are passionate about 
what they do,” said Dr. Dillard. “For us, it’s all about do-
ing what’s best for our patients.” 
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the importance of treating the patient as a person. We 
have different personalities but our professional philoso-
phies match.”
 Dr. Phillips joined the practice full-time last summer, 
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 “We try to make the process as comfortable as pos-
sible, from paperwork and insurance to the procedures 
themselves. We have a great staff who are passionate about 
what they do,” said Dr. Dillard. “For us, it’s all about do-
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WEBSTER UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS

Webster University Degree Programs ... 
all about choices.

MASTER’S DEGREES:

• Master of Business Administration • Master of Health Administration • 1-Year MBA (online) 

MASTER OF ARTS:

• Counseling • Business and Organizational Security Management

• Human Resources Development • Human Resources Management 

• Information Technology Management • Management and Leadership

Procurement and Acquisitions Management

BACHELOR’S DEGREE (COMPLETION):

• Management • Psychology • Nursing - RN to BSN (online only)

Charleston Metropolitan & Joint Base Charleston Campuses
 4105 Faber Place Dr., North Charleston, 29405

843-760-1324 • webster.edu/charleston
Webster University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and is a member of the North Central Association, 312-263-0456, www.ncahlc.org. Business and Management Programs are ACBSP accredited.

Webster is the only Tier 1, private, nonprofit university with campus locations around the 
world including metropolitan areas, military bases, online and corporate locations — 
plus traditional, American-style campuses in North America, Europe, Africa and Asia.
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Charleston Harbor Resort & Marina

CharlestonHarborResort.com        CharlestonHarborResort        CHSResort        CharlestonHarborResort
20 Patriots Point Road. Mount Pleasant, SC 29464  843.856.0028

Grand Opening Preview Offer Exclusively for Charleston Area Residents!

We would like our neighbors to share in the excitement of our grand opening. Book a stay with us during the month of September 2016 
and receive 25% off the nightly guestroom rate along with breakfast for two. Experience Charleston from a new perspective.
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WHAT’S TOP TEN 
PERCENT?

TTP harnesses the power of mobile  
marketing to instantly connect consum-
ers to product and service discounts from 
top-rated Charleston area businesses 
at the point of purchase.  Businesses 
are first nominated by consumer mem-
bers and evaluated against our selection  
criteria before being chosen as TTP 
Award Winners.  These best-in-class busi-
nesses benefit from the recognition they 
receive from TTP’s endorsement and they 
are “digitally” connected to loyal, repeat 
buyers at the feasible discount price point.

FOR YOUR FREE LIFETIME CHARTER MEMBERSHIP VISIT:

www.TopTenPercent.com
Use Promo Code: 10796

6AM to 10AM
/1055thebridge       @TheBridgeat1055

CRITIC
3PM to 7PM

Tune in on the radio, or online at:
1055thebridge .com 

LAURA LEE
10AM to 3PM

WOLF 
7PM to 12AM

 4 Years In A Row! 4 Years In A Row! 4 Years In A Row! 4 Years In A Row!
2014

 4 Years In A Row! 4 Years In A Row!

THANKSfor
VOTINGusBEST

inMOUNTPLEASANT

BOX AND JESSIE
IN THE MORNING

http://charlestonharborresort.com/
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Start the Year Off Right 
BaCk-TO-SCHOOL CHECkLIST 

A       
s the summer begins to     
wind down, you may find yourself 
scrambling to get your children ready 
for a brand-new school year. To make 
your life easier, we’ve put together a 
list of ways to ensure that your child 
starts off on the right foot. 

 Doctor visits: First things first – make an appointment 
with your pediatrician for immunization updates and 

physicals, especially for your 
athletes. The last thing you want is 

to be scrambling for an available time slot with 60 other 
families who also waited until the last minute. It’s best to 
complete your medical checkups at least six weeks before 
school begins.
 Back to school shopping: It’s time to go shopping. 
Make sure to grab special items such as graphing 
calculators and language dictionaries, along with all your 
basics. Let your kids pick out a few things, too. You’ll 

also need to purchase new uniforms and donate anything 
that no longer fits. Rainy summer days are great for closet 
cleaning. 
 Make a fool-proof schedule: Life is about to get crazy. 
If you don’t have one already, get a really good planner and 
put it to good use. Make sure your older children have a 
planner, too; it’s a lifesaver. 
 Triple-check summer homework: It happens every 
year. That dreaded moment, just days before the school 
year starts, where your child comes to you with puppy eyes 
to inform you that she needs three books to complete her 
summer homework – which was assigned back in May. 
This year, be on top of the game and ask her (every hour, if 
need be) if she has summer reading. 
 Be camera ready: You know you’re going to take 
countless pictures of your kids on their first day. It’s 
tradition. So make sure you’ve got fresh batteries in the 
camera, a full charge on your smartphone and plenty of 
tissues.  

BY  a LY S S a  Z a P I N S k I 

SEE BALANCED LEARNING IN ACTION. 
CALL FOR MORE INFO TODAY!
Infants – Private Pre-K and After School

Primrose School of Mount Pleasant
2674 Brickside Lane | Mount Pleasant, SC 29466
843.972.2604 | PrimroseMountPleasant.com

FACT:

It takes four weeks to go  
from egg, larva, pupa to adult.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

And in one magic moment,  
a scientist is born.

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and Balanced Learning® are 
registered trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2016 Primrose School Franchising Company. All 
rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.
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Back to School 
DE-STrESS YOurSELf aND YOur KIDS

I       
t’s hard to believe the new      
school year is almost here. But if you start early 
and progress gradually, your kids will feel better 
about themselves and your quality of life will 
be much-improved. The key is to put the right 
strategies in place.
      

Get organized – Do this well in advance so there’s no 
rushing at the last minute to buy 
supplies, books and uniforms or to 

fill out paperwork. 

 Develop a command center – Set it 
up in a convenient location. Encourage 
the kids to write down on a white 
board the things they need at least three 
days in advance. Establish an out box 
for each child. As they unpack their 
book bags, they can put any papers you 
need to read or sign in the in box, and, 
in the morning, they can take whatever 
is in their out box. Post a calendar so 
they see what their activities are and 
any special items they need for that 
day. Children thrive on structure; they 
will have the security of knowing where 
to look for information, and they will 
learn responsibility.

A safe, stress-free area – Create a place 
where your child knows he or she can 
have quiet time. It can be a corner of their room that 
you set up with big pillows, a blanket, coloring books, 
crayons and music. Make sure it’s an unplug zone, with no 
computers or phones.

Set an example – Your point of view regarding stress 
invariably become theirs. Your mood sets the mood of 
your children.

Talk positively – Talk with your kids about the upcoming 
school year, and ask them which after-school activities 

they would like to participate in. Don’t overschedule them. 
Acknowledge their nervousness and brainstorm ways to 
ease it. Keep the focus on the positive and not about how 
the previous year went. Keep communication open by 
making yourself available to listen, not necessarily to talk. 
If they start to get anxious, redirect their thoughts to the 
fun they had over the summer.

School mode – About two weeks before the first day of 
school, talk with your kids and make sure everything is 

in place. Let them know that school 
mode begins during the last week of 
summer vacation. This means going 
to bed at the set school time. During 
that week, talk with them about 
your expectations, explain what the 
command center is all about and make 
a cheat sheet with their schedule, 
locker combination, teachers’ names 
and room numbers.

      Once school starts, establish a 
nighttime routine of packing lunches, 
getting school clothes out, setting the 
alarm clock and putting the backpack 
by the door. In the morning, don’t 
throw open the bedroom door and 
yell “Time to get up.” Give the kids 
a few minutes of cuddle time before 
you turn on the light. Make them a 
healthy breakfast and send them out 

the door with a bottle of water. Staying hydrated means 
less fatigue and a better mood and memory. After school, 
give them play and quiet time and a structured time and 
environment in which to do their homework.
 And last, but certainly not least, it is never too early 
to teach your children to think positively and to laugh as 
often as they can. Except, of course, in class.  

Debbie Martinez is a divorce coach with a private 
practice in Mount Pleasant. Learn more at 
www.transformationthrudivorce.com.

BY  D E B B I E  M a r T I N E z
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Debbie Martinez urges parents to put the right 
strategies in place for the new school year. 
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Don’t be Bugged by 
Head Lice 

W       
hy does head lice     
sound like such a frightening 
couple of words? When my 
sister was in kindergarten 
and I was in fourth grade, 
she came down with a case 
of head lice, and, when my 

mother arrived in the parking lot of my school to pick me 
up, my little sister jumped out of 
the car and shouted with glee that 

she didn’t have to go to school because she had headlights! 
 I was mortified, not by her mispronunciation but by 
the fact that she had this gross affliction. I prided myself 
on my long, blond 
hair and was terrified 
by the idea that if I 
got anywhere near my 
sister, I, too, would 
have bugs crawling 
through my hair. 
 Experts say head 
lice or “nits” are 
a nuisance, not a 
serious disease or a 
sign of poor hygiene. 
Education is the 
key to managing 
a breakout of lice, 
and the Charleston 
County School 
District Health Services Department offers a downloadable 
document called “Head Lice Help” on its website. (www.
ccsdschools.com/0134/documents/Lice.pdf ) 

SignS of head lice:
• Frequent head scratching;
• Redness behind ears or on the back of the neck.

 Head lice are most common among preschool and 
elementary school age children and their household 
members and caretakers. They are primarily transmitted 
by direct head-to-head contact and sharing of personal 

grooming items such as brushes, headphones, hair 
accessories, helmets and hats. Once a family member is 
identified with head lice, all household members should 
be checked. The American Academy of Pediatricians does 
not recommend excessive environmental cleaning, such 
as home pesticides. However, “washing pillow cases and 
treating natural bristle hair care items that may have been 
in contact with the hair of anyone found to have head lice 
are reasonable measures.”

how to get rid of head lice:
• Use a special shampoo (most lice shampoos need to 
be used a second time, seven to 10 days after the first 

treatment, to make 
sure new lice that 
hatched are killed;
• Nits can be removed 
using a fine tooth 
comb;
• In some areas, 
lice have developed 
resistance to 
over-the-counter 
medications and may 
require prescription 
medication.

      In May 2015, the 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics updated 

its report on head lice. The current recommendation says 
a healthy child should not be restricted from attending 
school because of head lice or nits (eggs): “Pediatricians are 
encouraged to educate schools and communities that no-
nit policies are unjust and should be abandoned. Children 
can finish the school day, be treated and return to school.” 
 The worst part about head lice is the inconvenience 
factor. I was lucky that I avoided my sister’s case of 
“headlights,” but, with two boys still in elementary and 
middle school, my luck may run out. As parents, all we 
can do is arm ourselves with information and a good 
comb. 

By  A m y  m E r C E r
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SignS of head lice:
• Frequent head scratching;
• Redness behind ears or on the back of the neck.

 Head lice are most common among preschool and 
elementary school age children and their household 
members and caretakers. They are primarily transmitted 
by direct head-to-head contact and sharing of personal 

grooming items such as brushes, headphones, hair 
accessories, helmets and hats. Once a family member is 
identified with head lice, all household members should 
be checked. The American Academy of Pediatricians does 
not recommend excessive environmental cleaning, such 
as home pesticides. However, “washing pillow cases and 
treating natural bristle hair care items that may have been 
in contact with the hair of anyone found to have head lice 
are reasonable measures.”

how to get rid of head lice:
• Use a special shampoo (most lice shampoos need to 
be used a second time, seven to 10 days after the first 

treatment, to make 
sure new lice that 
hatched are killed;
• Nits can be removed 
using a fine tooth 
comb;
• In some areas, 
lice have developed 
resistance to 
over-the-counter 
medications and may 
require prescription 
medication.

      In May 2015, the 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics updated 

its report on head lice. The current recommendation says 
a healthy child should not be restricted from attending 
school because of head lice or nits (eggs): “Pediatricians are 
encouraged to educate schools and communities that no-
nit policies are unjust and should be abandoned. Children 
can finish the school day, be treated and return to school.” 
 The worst part about head lice is the inconvenience 
factor. I was lucky that I avoided my sister’s case of 
“headlights,” but, with two boys still in elementary and 
middle school, my luck may run out. As parents, all we 
can do is arm ourselves with information and a good 
comb. 

By  A m y  m E r C E r

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
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Addlestone Hebrew Academy
1639 Wallenberg Blvd.
Charleston, S.C. 29407
Phone: 843-571-1105
Fax: 843-571-6116
www.Addlestone.org
Email: info@addlestone.org
Grades: K-8

Ashley Hall
172 Rutledge Ave.
Charleston, S.C. 29403
Phone: 843-722-4088
Fax: 843-720-2868
www.AshleyHall.org
Email: Enrollment@AshleyHall.org
Grades: Pre-K Coed • 1-12 (All girls)

Bishop England High School
363 Seven Farms Drive
Charleston, S.C. 29492
Phone: 843-849-9599
Fax: 843-849-7849
www.BEHS.com
Email: kbrownell@behs.com
Grades: 9-12

Blessed Sacrament
7 St. Teresa Drive
Charleston, S.C. 29407
Phone: 843-766-2128
Fax: 843-766-2154
www.scbss.org
Email: awilson@scbss.org
Grades: PK-8

Capers Preparatory 
Christian Academy
1941 Bees Ferry Road
Charleston, S.C. 29414
Phone: 843-225-2892
www.caperspreparatorychristianacademy.com
Grades: K4-8

Cathedral Academy
3790 Ashley Phosphate Road
North Charleston, S.C. 29418
Phone: 843-760-1192
Fax: 843-760-1197

www.CathedralAcademy.com
Email: contact@CathedralAcademy.com
Grades: PK-12

Charles Towne Montessori
56 Leinbach Drive
Charleston, S.C. 29407
Phone: 843-571-1140
Fax: 843-556-0493
www.Charlestownemontessori.org
Email: CTMSorg@aol.com
Ages: 15 months to 12 years

The Charleston Catholic School
888-A King St.
Charleston, S.C. 29403
Phone: 843-577-4495
www.CharlestonCatholic.com
Email: charlestoncatholic@
charlestoncatholic.org
Grades: PK-8

Charleston Christian School
2234 Plainview Road
Charleston, S.C. 29414
Phone: 843-556-4480
www.CharlestonChristian.org
Email: info@charlestonchristian.org
Grades: K-8

Charleston Collegiate School
2024 Academy Drive
Johns Island, S.C. 29455
Phone: 843-559-5506
Fax: 843-559-6172
www.CharlestonCollegiate.org
Email: tfrank@charlestoncollegiate.org
Grades: K-12

Charleston Day School
15 Archdale St.
Charleston, S.C. 29401
Phone: 843-377-0315
Fax: 843-720-2143
www.CharlestonDaySchool.org
Grades: 1-8

Christ Our King-Stella Maris School
1183 Russell Drive

Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29464
Phone: 843-884-4721
Fax: 843-971-7850
www.COKSM.org
Email: frontoffice@coksm.org
Grades: PK-8

Coastal Christian Preparatory School
681 McCants Drive
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29464
Phone: 843-884-3663
Fax: 843-884-9608
www.CoastalChristian.org
Email: info@coastalchristian.org
Grades: PK-12

Divine Redeemer Catholic School
1104 Fort Drive
Hanahan, S.C. 29410
Phone: 843-553-1521
Fax: 843-553-7109
www.divineredeemerschool.com
Email: secretary@
divineredeemerschool.com
Grades: K3-8

Dorchester Academy
234 Academy Road
St. George, S.C. 29477
Phone: 843-563-9511
Fax: 843-563-4764
www.DorchesterAcademy.org
Email: gruberst@dorchesteracademy.org
Grades: PK-12

Faith Christian School
337 Farming Road
Summerville, S.C. 29483
Phone: 843-873-8464
Fax: 866-923-6806
www.FaithChristianSC.com
Email: admin@FaithChristian.com
Grades: PK-12

First Baptist Church School
48 Meeting St.
Charleston, S.C. 29401
Phone: 843-722-6646
Fax: 843-720-2510

Directory of Independent Schools
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www.FBSchool.org
Email: admissions@FBSchool.org
Grades: K2-12

James Island Christian School
15 Crosscreek Drive
Charleston, S.C. 29412
Phone: 843-795-1762
Fax: 843-762-1619
www.JICS.org
Email: JICS@JICS.org
Grades: K2-12

Mason Preparatory School
56 Halsey Blvd.
Charleston, S.C. 29401
Phone: 843-723-0664
Fax: 843-805-7796
www.MasonPrep.org
Email: kornyal@masonprep.org
Grades: 1-8

Nativity School
1125 Pittsford Circle 
Charleston, S.C. 29412
Phone: 843-795-3975
Fax: 843-795-7575
www.nativity-school.com
Email: info@nativity-school.com
Grades: K-8

Northside Christian School
7800 Northside Drive
North Charleston, S.C. 29420
Phone: 843-797-2693
Fax: 843-797-7402
www.NorthsideCharleston.com
Email: cbeach@northsideministries.com
Grades: K3-12

Northwood Academy
2263 Otranto Road
North Charleston, S.C. 29406
Phone: 843-764-2284
Fax: 843-764-2273
www.NorthwoodAcademy.com
Email: admissions@
northwoodacademy.com
Grade: K4-12

Palmetto Christian Academy
361 Egypt Road
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29464
Phone: 843-881-9967
Fax: 843-881-4662
www.PalmettoChristianAcademy.org
Email: admin@
PalmettoChristianAcademy.org
Grades: PK-12

Pinewood Preparatory School
1114 Orangeburg Road
Summerville, S.C. 29483
Phone: 843-873-1643
Fax: 843-821-4257
www.PinewoodPrep.com
Grades: K4-12

Porter-Gaud School
300 Albermale Road
Charleston, S.C. 29407
Phone: 843-556-3620
Fax: 843-766-3945 
www.PorterGaud.edu
Email: ehurtes@portergaud.edu
Grades: K-12

Ridge Christian Academy
2168 Ridge Church Road
Summerville, S.C. 29483
Phone: 843-873-9856
Fax: 843-873-0511
www.RidgeChristian.info
Grades: PK-12

Riverpointe Christian Academy
2508 Ashley River Road
Charleston, S.C. 29414
Phone: 843-763-1600
www.RiverpointeChristian.com
Grades: PK-12

St. John Catholic School
3921 St. John Ave.
North Charleston, S.C. 29405
Phone: 843-744-3901
Fax: 843-744-3689
www.SaintJohnCatholicSC.org
Grades: K4-8

Summerville Catholic Academy
226 Black Oak Blvd.
Summerville, S.C. 29485
Phone: 843-873-9310
Fax: 843-873-5709
www.SummervilleCatholic.org
Email: SCSchool@AWOD.com
Grades: K4-8

The Oaks Christian School
505 Gahagan Road 
Summerville, S.C. 29485
Phone: 843-875-7667
Fax: 843-871-2629
www.OaksChristianSchool.org
Email: infor@OaksChristianSchool.org
Grades: PK-8

Trident Academy
1455 Wakendaw Road
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29465
Phone: 843-884-7046
Fax: 843-884-8320
www.TridentAcademy.com
Email: admissions@tridentacademy.com
Grades: K-12

Trinity Classical Academy
4218 Buck Creek Court
North Charleston, S.C. 29420
Phone: 843-873-9901
www.TCAsummerville.com
Email: anjieasterday@gmail.com
Grades: 1-8

University School of the Lowcountry
690 Coleman Blvd.
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29464
Phone: 843-884-0902
Fax: 843-884-0905
www.USLowcountry.org
Grades: 3-8
Special Program Emphasis

Vision Christian Academy
760 Travelers Blvd.
Summerville, S.C. 29481
Phone: 843-830-3793
Grades: 9-12
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mailto:CTMSorg@aol.com
http://www.charlestoncatholic.com/
mailto:charlestoncatholic@charlestoncatholic.org
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mailto:admin@faithchristian.com
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mailto:secretary@divineredeemerschool.com


w w w.ed.sc.gov  |   w w w.Char lestonsPr ivateSchools.com  |   w w w.Char lestonSchoolDirec tor y.com

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

ISD 11

www.FBSchool.org
Email: admissions@FBSchool.org
Grades: K2-12

James Island Christian School
15 Crosscreek Drive
Charleston, S.C. 29412
Phone: 843-795-1762
Fax: 843-762-1619
www.JICS.org
Email: JICS@JICS.org
Grades: K2-12

Mason Preparatory School
56 Halsey Blvd.
Charleston, S.C. 29401
Phone: 843-723-0664
Fax: 843-805-7796
www.MasonPrep.org
Email: kornyal@masonprep.org
Grades: 1-8

Nativity School
1125 Pittsford Circle 
Charleston, S.C. 29412
Phone: 843-795-3975
Fax: 843-795-7575
www.nativity-school.com
Email: info@nativity-school.com
Grades: K-8

Northside Christian School
7800 Northside Drive
North Charleston, S.C. 29420
Phone: 843-797-2693
Fax: 843-797-7402
www.NorthsideCharleston.com
Email: cbeach@northsideministries.com
Grades: K3-12

Northwood Academy
2263 Otranto Road
North Charleston, S.C. 29406
Phone: 843-764-2284
Fax: 843-764-2273
www.NorthwoodAcademy.com
Email: admissions@
northwoodacademy.com
Grade: K4-12

Palmetto Christian Academy
361 Egypt Road
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29464
Phone: 843-881-9967
Fax: 843-881-4662
www.PalmettoChristianAcademy.org
Email: admin@
PalmettoChristianAcademy.org
Grades: PK-12

Pinewood Preparatory School
1114 Orangeburg Road
Summerville, S.C. 29483
Phone: 843-873-1643
Fax: 843-821-4257
www.PinewoodPrep.com
Grades: K4-12

Porter-Gaud School
300 Albermale Road
Charleston, S.C. 29407
Phone: 843-556-3620
Fax: 843-766-3945 
www.PorterGaud.edu
Email: ehurtes@portergaud.edu
Grades: K-12

Ridge Christian Academy
2168 Ridge Church Road
Summerville, S.C. 29483
Phone: 843-873-9856
Fax: 843-873-0511
www.RidgeChristian.info
Grades: PK-12

Riverpointe Christian Academy
2508 Ashley River Road
Charleston, S.C. 29414
Phone: 843-763-1600
www.RiverpointeChristian.com
Grades: PK-12

St. John Catholic School
3921 St. John Ave.
North Charleston, S.C. 29405
Phone: 843-744-3901
Fax: 843-744-3689
www.SaintJohnCatholicSC.org
Grades: K4-8

Summerville Catholic Academy
226 Black Oak Blvd.
Summerville, S.C. 29485
Phone: 843-873-9310
Fax: 843-873-5709
www.SummervilleCatholic.org
Email: SCSchool@AWOD.com
Grades: K4-8

The Oaks Christian School
505 Gahagan Road 
Summerville, S.C. 29485
Phone: 843-875-7667
Fax: 843-871-2629
www.OaksChristianSchool.org
Email: infor@OaksChristianSchool.org
Grades: PK-8

Trident Academy
1455 Wakendaw Road
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29465
Phone: 843-884-7046
Fax: 843-884-8320
www.TridentAcademy.com
Email: admissions@tridentacademy.com
Grades: K-12

Trinity Classical Academy
4218 Buck Creek Court
North Charleston, S.C. 29420
Phone: 843-873-9901
www.TCAsummerville.com
Email: anjieasterday@gmail.com
Grades: 1-8

University School of the Lowcountry
690 Coleman Blvd.
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29464
Phone: 843-884-0902
Fax: 843-884-0905
www.USLowcountry.org
Grades: 3-8
Special Program Emphasis

Vision Christian Academy
760 Travelers Blvd.
Summerville, S.C. 29481
Phone: 843-830-3793
Grades: 9-12

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
http://www.fbschool.org/
mailto:admissions@fbschool.org
http://www.jics.org/
mailto:JICS@jics.org
http://www.masonprep.org/
mailto:kornyal@masonprep.org
http://www.nativity-school.com/
mailto:info@nativity-school.com
http://www.northsidecharleston.com/
mailto:cbeach@northsideministries.com
http://www.northwoodacademy.com/
mailto:admissions@northwoodacademy.com
http://www.palmettochristianacademy.org/
mailto:admin@palmettochristianacademy.org
http://www.pinewoodprep.com/
http://www.portergaud.edu/
mailto:ehurtes@portergaud.edu
http://www.ridgechristian.info/
http://www.riverpointechristian.com/
http://www.saintjohncatholicsc.org/
http://www.summervillecatholic.org/
mailto:SCSchool@awod.com
http://www.oakschristianschool.org/
mailto:infor@oakschristianschool.org
http://www.tridentacademy.com/
mailto:admissions@tridentacademy.com
http://www.tcasummerville.com/
mailto:anjieasterday@gmail.com
http://www.uslowcountry.org/
mailto:admissions@northwoodacademy.com
mailto:admin@palmettochristianacademy.org


w w w.Char lestonsPr ivateSchools.com  |   w w w.Char lestonSchoolDirec tor y.com  |   w w w.ed.sc.govISD 12

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

dish & design
catering and events

Catering to Charleston 
and surrounding areas since 1999.

Corporate       Private       Wedding       SocialCorporate       Private       Wedding       SocialCorporate       Private       Wedding       SocialCorporate       Private       Wedding       Social
www.dishanddesign.com

843.971.6701

ATTENTION GROWN-UPS!
REMEMBER SCHOOL LUNCHES WHEN YOU WERE A KID? 

WELL, THESE ARE NOTHING LIKE THOSE!

At Food for Thought, our school lunches are crafted with fresh top-notch 

ingredients, using local and organic items as much as possible.  Each meal 

is tailored to your child’s preferences and allergy 

restrictions.  As if that isn’t enough, lunches

are delivered directly to the classroom in 

recycled or biodegradable packaging.  

Ordering a healthy alternative 

couldn’t be any easier!  

Just log onto www.foodforthoughtcharleston.com 

and see for yourself or call 843.330.2223

organic items as much as possible.  Each meal 

is tailored to your child’s preferences and allergy 

restrictions.  As if that isn’t enough, lunches

 directly to the classroom in 

recycled or biodegradable packaging.  

Ordering a healthy alternative 

]

A Small

Highlights of April 2015

- Students learned about
Ebola and more from a
CDC doctor just back
from Guinea

- Seven 7th graders earned
State Recognition on the
Duke TIP SAT (as many or
more than any school in SC)

- Examined the replica
caravels, Niña and Pinta

- Explored C of C’s Avery
Research Center for
African American History

- 8th-12th graders heard
many innovative ideas at
TEDxCharleston

- Learned more about
faiths via guest speakers

- PE everyday in the
morning before classes

Highlights of April 2015

- Attended special Civil
War Sesquicentennial
activities at Fort Sumter

- Mathletics Success!
1st Place Overall 7th&8th
grade and 2nd Place
Overall 5th&6th grade
Teams

- Planted Spartina
seedlings and helped
restore marshland with
SCDNR on Fort Johnson

- 6th-12th graders attended
A Midsummer Night’s
Dream at the College of
Charleston

- Learned about flight
lessons and planes at Mt.
Pleasant Regional Airport

- Enjoyed the Annual
Student Talent Show!

A Small School Exploring A Big World
Located in Mount Pleasant and serving the metro

Located in Mount Pleasant and serving the metro
Charleston area, University School of the LowcountryLocated in Mount Pleasant and serving the metro

Charleston area, University School of the Lowcountry
Charleston area, University School of the Lowcountry
(USL) is an independent, non-sectarian, progressiveCharleston area, University School of the Lowcountry

sectarian, progressive
(USL) is an independent, non sectarian, progressive
school for high-achieving students in grades 3-12.

690 Coleman Blvd., Mount Pleasant, 29464
www.uslowcountry.org • 843-884-0902
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For results
For learning by doing

690 Coleman Blvd., Mount Pleasant, SC 29464  |  www.uslowcountry.org  |  843.884.0902

A SMALL SCHOOL EXPLORING A BIG WORLD

Located in Mount Pleasant and serving the metro Charleston area, 
University School of the Lowcountry (USL) 

is an independent, non-sectarian, progressive school for high-achieving students in grades 3 - 12. 
USL seeks to develop self-confident, passionate, 

and empathetic learners who will make a positive difference in the world.

For the study of global languages
For the human touch
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Beyond Their Own Backyards  
UNIvErSITy SCHOOL Of THE 

LOwCOUNTry 

F       
or the students at the     
University School of the Lowcountry, 
the words “field trip” do not bring 
to mind slack afternoons of playing 
card games on a rowdy bus. Instead, 
leaving the campus is an opportunity 
to experience the real world and to 

learn from it. 
 Jason Kreutner, founder and headmaster of University 

School of the Lowcountry, designed 
a school that would foster curiosity 

not just within the building’s walls but everywhere. 
 “I like learning all the time,” Kreutner said. “I’ve been 
on 270 field trips since 
the school opened in 
2007.  We call them 
‘Learning Outside the 
Classroom,’ and each 
student goes on 30 trips 
per year.”
 For example, 
students recently took a 
trip to a nuclear power 
plant located in Georgia, 
which is designed just 
like a plant SCE&G is 
building in South Carolina. The project could cost $15 
billion – because America has not built new nuclear plants 
in over 30 years, it was likely that they would be more 
expensive than expected. According to Kreutner, USL 
students now understand that this amount is ultimately 
reflected in monthly electricity bills because the cost of the 
plant is paid for by SCE&G customers. 
 “By putting these places and these experiences into their 
collective knowledge, they inevitably better understand the 
world around them and become better citizens,” he said. 
 Though University School of the Lowcountry shares a 
campus with Hibben United Methodist Church in Mount 
Pleasant, the two are not affiliated, and exploration of many 
different faiths and cultures is important to USL. Kreutner 
pointed out that the students visited Ebenezer AME 
Church in November 2015. USL students also met Rev. 

Clementa Pinckney and toured Mother Emanuel AME a 
few years before, and this provided a poignant insight into 
the tragic events of June 2015. The school’s curriculum, in 
Kreutner’s words, emphasizes the importance of empathy as 
well as a moral responsibility to others. 
 “We also went to two Native American reservations 
in the last couple of years,” he pointed out, reminiscing 
about the school’s trip to the mountains of western North 
Carolina for a chance to meet members of the Cherokee 
tribe and to the Everglades to see the Miccosukee tribe. 
      On a more practical note, field trips help students 
discover career paths they hadn’t initially thought about. 
All USL students undertake a job shadow experience, 

each year starting in the 
third grade. 
      “Kids discover 
opportunities that they 
did not know existed,” 
said Kreutner. 
      Of course, 
preparation for the real 
world takes more than 
just knowing what job 
you want, and USL 
students visit the polls 
every Election Day to 

administer exit polls and make election predictions. Not 
only are the kids interested, the adults who come out to 
vote are cheered by the notion that youngsters are learning 
about citizenship and democracy. 
 And how do the faculty and staff of University School 
of the Lowcountry decide what trip would most benefit 
students? According to Kreutner, it’s often a trip that kids 
would not take with their own families. 
 “For example, the political polls or the inner workings 
of a hospital,” he elaborated. “You can go with your 
parents, but it’s not a family type of destination or a 
vacation. These are often the most important places for us 
to visit.”  

To learn more, visit www.uslowcountry.org or call 
843-884-0902.

By  D E N I S E  K .  J a m E S
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in the last couple of years,” he pointed out, reminiscing 
about the school’s trip to the mountains of western North 
Carolina for a chance to meet members of the Cherokee 
tribe and to the Everglades to see the Miccosukee tribe. 
      On a more practical note, field trips help students 
discover career paths they hadn’t initially thought about. 
All USL students undertake a job shadow experience, 

each year starting in the 
third grade. 
      “Kids discover 
opportunities that they 
did not know existed,” 
said Kreutner. 
      Of course, 
preparation for the real 
world takes more than 
just knowing what job 
you want, and USL 
students visit the polls 
every Election Day to 

administer exit polls and make election predictions. Not 
only are the kids interested, the adults who come out to 
vote are cheered by the notion that youngsters are learning 
about citizenship and democracy. 
 And how do the faculty and staff of University School 
of the Lowcountry decide what trip would most benefit 
students? According to Kreutner, it’s often a trip that kids 
would not take with their own families. 
 “For example, the political polls or the inner workings 
of a hospital,” he elaborated. “You can go with your 
parents, but it’s not a family type of destination or a 
vacation. These are often the most important places for us 
to visit.”  

To learn more, visit www.uslowcountry.org or call 
843-884-0902.
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Challenging the Intellect  
POrTEr-GauD SCHOOL 

T       
he hallmark of a vibrant     
educational atmosphere is one in which 
not only the students but the teachers 
and administrators feel challenged, 
inspired and engaged. Such is the 
case at Porter-Gaud School, one of 
the Southeast’s leading independent 

schools, located in downtown Charleston. 
 Porter-Gaud was founded in 1867 as Porter Military 

Academy by Dr. Anthony Toomer 
Porter, an Episcopalian priest from 

a Georgetown rice family, according to current headmaster 
DuBose Egleston. Porter Military Academy merged with 
Gaud School in the mid-
60s to become Porter-Gaud 
as we know it today, and 
it has continued to do its 
part inspiring the hearts and 
minds of young men and 
women for the real world. 
 “I’ve been here since 
first grade. They nourish 
us as young children and 
give us the right amount of 
freedom later,” commented 
Cole Walter, a senior who 
is planning a year of work 
in China, funded by the U.S. State Department, before 
pursuing a degree in International Comparative Studies at 
Duke University. Walter is learning Chinese – he already 
speaks French and a generous amount of Spanish – and 
looks forward to fostering his understanding of world 
languages. 
 However, Walter isn’t just a bookworm; thanks to 
the head of the Service Department, Gretchen Tate, 
whom Walter called his“role model,” he’s been inspired 
to take charge of the People in Need Project, which 
covers everything from meeting basic physical needs to 
environmental stewardship. 
 As one might expect, a versatile experience is 
encouraged at Porter-Gaud. Witness fifth grader Anna 
Lehman, who was basking in the post-show glow of her 

recent role in “The Lion King” as mother lion Nala on the 
day we met. But it isn’t just singing and musical theater 
that occupies Lehman’s time – she also plays the piano and 
shoots hoops on the basketball court. 
 “I believe Porter-Gaud has made me more well-
rounded,” she mused. “I’ve learned about so many 
different things here.” 
 Speaking of different, Computer Science Chair 
Doug Bergman’s passion for pushing the boundaries 
of technology in the classroom is evident. Far from the 
stereotypical techy introvert, Bergman socialized with me 
for a good while about why he’s doing things differently 
at Porter-Gaud – and how every student is a contender 

for doing everything from 
coding to creating a popular 
video game. 
    “If you look inside my 
classroom, it’s not nerdville,” 
he explained. “I have soccer 
players, cheerleaders and 
football captains who 
all happen to be great 
computer scientists!” 
     Bergman said that six 
young ladies won awards 
this year from the National 
Council of Women in 

Technology and pointed out that the program boasts 
winners almost every year. 
 “It’s a hard program,” he said, “but they end up wanting 
to put forth the effort.” 
 Egleston, head of school since 2009, emphasized 
the importance of supporting his faculty and staff for 
the purpose of sustaining Porter-Gaud’s mission and its 
creative, inspiring environment. 
 “I give my faculty what they need without 
micromanaging them,” he remarked. “I can’t step in and 
do their job – but when I do my job well, they can do 
theirs.” 
 And, clearly, the students can do theirs.  

To learn more, visit www.portergaud.edu or call 843-556-3620.

By  D E N I S E  K .  J a M E S
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Shaping Hearts and Character 
PaLmETTO CHrISTIaN aCaDEmy

F       
or 25 years, Palmetto     
Christian Academy has built a program 
that produces young people who are 
engaged and contributing. Christian 
service, distinctive academics and 
excellence in fine arts and athletics are 
hallmarks of this private school. The 

2016-2017 school year ushers in an exciting era for PCA, 
including a 25th anniversary celebration, new leadership 
and a campus expansion.
 The recent announcement of 
a new, state-of-the-art Student 

Life 
Center 

– complete with a gymnasium 
and a science and technology 
wing – has parents, faculty 
and students excited about 
the future at PCA. Adding 
to that enthusiasm, PCA 
families will celebrate the 
school’s 25th anniversary 
with a new headmaster, J.D. 
Zubia, who comes from a 
strong background in both the 
corporate world and education. 
Zubia is thrilled to be leading 
an impressive faculty that strives to shape the hearts and 
character of its students. 
 “I am looking forward to working with an 
accomplished group of professionals who love their school, 
their families, their community and Christian education,” 
said Zubia. “These are people who wake up in the morning 
excited about what they are doing, how they are doing it 
and where they are doing it. The partnership between PCA 
and East Cooper Baptist Church is remarkable – it is like 
something I have not seen before.”
 The tightknit group of educators and parents that built 
Palmetto Christian Academy into the bustling college 
preparatory school that it is today is getting a welcomed 
addition in Zubia. His passion for the job is evident in the 
excitement he expresses when it comes to joining the PCA 

family. As a teen, Zubia found great purpose in teaching 
the youth at his local church. While he would later spend 
two decades in the medical field, he ultimately felt God’s 
calling into Christian education.
 “The most rewarding aspect of education is having a 
small part in helping children find their way in life,” said 
Zubia. “For me, it is even more rewarding to help kids find 
their giftedness and where that fits into God’s big picture.”
 One of the factors that drew Zubia to PCA was the 
fact that emphasis is not only placed heavily on a rigorous 

curriculum but also on the 
extracurricular activities that 
foster growth for students.
      “Kids all have unique 
talents, gifts, personalities and 
experiences, and all of those 
things are supposed to work 
together to produce good 
and productive citizens who 
benefit their communities,” 
said Zubia. “We are 
producing students who 
will serve this community, 
whether now as volunteers 
during crises or later as 
local business owners or 
community leaders.”

 As the school prepares to celebrate a silver anniversary, 
it’s a time of reflection and thanksgiving for the many 
milestones already reached, while planning and investing 
in the next 25 years and beyond. 
      “We are going to have a grand, year-long celebration 
of God’s goodness and grace, of our alumni’s success, of 
our parents and grandparents’ support, of our church’s 
faithfulness, and, of course, of our PCA staff’s unwavering 
commitment to Christian education,” said Zubia. “PCA is 
doing noble work not only for God’s kingdom but also for 
the Mount Pleasant community.”  

Palmetto Christian Academy is located at 361 Egypt Road 
in Mount Pleasant. To learn more, visit www.palmettochris-
tianacademy.org or call 843-881-9967.
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J.D. Zubia with his wife Selina.
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J.D. Zubia with his wife Selina.

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
http://www.palmettochristianacademy.org/
http://www.palmettochristianacademy.org/


w w w.Char lestonsPr ivateSchools.com  |   w w w.Char lestonSchoolDirec tor y.com  |   w w w.ed.sc.govISD 16

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Opening Doors 
CaPErS PrEParaTOry 
CHrISTIaN aCaDEmy 

I       
magine walking into a class-     
room that resembles the traditional, idyllic 
schoolhouses of the past – where a handful of 
rapt pupils are listening to a teacher deliver 
a lesson on which the foundation of learning 
is built. This is the vision that Dr. Fayrine 
Brown transformed into Capers Preparatory 

Christian Academy, an independent, nonprofit 
institution located West of the Ashley. Capers Prep 

welcomes students between grades 
K4 and 12 to a “back to basics” 

environment, bringing to mind the old rhyme about 

“readin’, ritin, and ‘rithmatic” – and making education 
fun and engaging as well. 
 “We teach traditional skills – mathematics, reading, 
handwriting and cursive,” Dr. Brown commented. “We’ve 
found that basic skills fit all children, whereas technology 

may not.” 
 Originally from Texas, Dr. Brown relocated to 

Charleston in 1978 and noted the need for smaller 
schools and meeting the individual abilities of students. 

Though she spent years teaching public school, Dr. 
Brown dreamed of the day she could see her ideal school 
realized, and, in 2003, Capers Prep became a reality. 
Meanwhile, the students who have attended in those last 
13 years have flourished. 

By  D E N I S E  K .  J a m E S
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“This year we visited Mount Rushmore, 
Yellowstone, the Red Hills of Colorado and 

Bear Country U.S.A. ...”

Capers students, left to right: Blake Gerald, Zadian Holmes, Jenesis ravenel, Tayla Brown, Tiana ravenel, Isreal Sharper and Jayden Washington. 
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 “After not doing well at my previous school, I looked 
for something that would be more personal. For me, the 
smaller classes helped me focus,” said recent Capers Prep 
graduate Kristina Venning, who completed her bachelor’s 
in Biology at Francis Marion University and a post-
bachelor’s in Histotechnology at MUSC before finding 
work in a laboratory focusing on skin cancer. 
 “Dr. Brown makes sure each student is doing the best 
she or he can,” she concluded.
 Beyond the foundation of reading, writing and 
math, students at Capers Prep experience a variety of 
other invigorating courses such as karate, ballet and 
even Mandarin Chinese. Interestingly, none of these 
are considered “electives” – students must participate to 

complete the school curriculum. The school building 
is home to a complete library and science lab, plus a 
technology lab donated by the Posey Foundation of Texas 
and outfitted with 10 HP computers, iPads and more. And 
then there’s the traveling. 
 “This year we visited Mount Rushmore, Yellowstone, 
the Red Hills of Colorado and Bear Country U.S.A, and 
the year before we went across the country, from South 
Carolina to San Francisco,” Dr. Brown reported. “Next 
year we’re doing the New England states, then Hawaii in 
2018. They’ve been as far as the Bahamas.” 

     Yes, taking trips outside of the Lowcountry – at least a 
few per year, often with Freeman Tours, owned by Perry 
Freeman – is an important aspect of the curriculum. But 
it’s not just a leisurely vacation; Dr. Brown and her faculty 
turn each voyage into a learning opportunity. 
     “On the smaller trips – such as 
to the Riverbanks Zoo or a 
Carolina Panthers game, for 
example – students enjoy 
the chance to care for the 
animals or learn about 
professional sports,” she 
explained. 
     Approximately 50 
students currently attend 
Capers Preparatory Christian 
Academy, with six teachers and 
seven volunteers assisting Dr. Brown in perpetuating 
the distinctive goals for the school and maintaining 
accreditation from the South Carolina Independent 
School Association. The faculty and staff strive to keep 
the environment “family based,” and most of the parents 
stumble upon Capers Prep through word of mouth. As 
for funding, the school operates as a 501(c)(3) and garners 
most of it through donations and scholarships. 
      “Capers Prep differs from other schools because we 
operate outside of the box,” Dr. Brown mused. “We’re 
opening doors for these students.”  

To learn more, visit www.caperspreparatorychristianacad-
emy.com or call 843-225-2892.
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“Capers Prep differs from other schools 
because we operate outside of the box. ...”

Recent Capers graduate Kristina Venning, left, with Dr. Fayrine Brown.
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because we operate outside of the box. ...”

Recent Capers graduate Kristina Venning, left, with Dr. Fayrine Brown.

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
http://www.caperspreparatorychristianacademy.com/
http://www.caperspreparatorychristianacademy.com/


w w w.Char lestonsPr ivateSchools.com  |   w w w.Char lestonSchoolDirec tor y.com  |   w w w.ed.sc.govISD 18

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Bridging School 
to the Real World

CHaRLESTON 
COLLEgIaTE SCHOOL 

Charleston Collegiate School is one of the area’s best-
kept secrets. Nestled in a quiet setting, its curriculum 
is one-of-a-kind in the Lowcountry.

 What sets Charleston Collegiate apart is its curriculum 
built around project-based learning – working together 
through hands-on activities and creative thinking. 
The end goal is making sure students understand the 
real world in relation to the things they learn in the 
classroom. They are empowered to become actively 
invested in their education.
 Bridging the connection from school to the real world 
enhances learning at CCS. For example, an on-site micro-
farm allows students in the early grades to grow food that is 
not only served with lunch on campus but also sold at local 
farmers markets. In middle school, students focus on careers 
through job shadowing, guest speakers and internships. 
Entrepreneurship is emphasized in the upper school, where 
students are required to construct a business plan which they 
present at a competition sponsored by YES Carolina.  
 According to Head of School Hacker Burr, every senior 
graduating from CCS is accepted to a four-year college.
 Because of its physical setting, students can interact with 
the physical world. The 30-acre campus includes a forest, 
nature trails and an outdoor classroom. The school offers 
basketball, cheerleading, cross country, football, tennis, soccer, 
golf, volleyball, baseball and archery teams.
 With a 25-percent minority population, CCS is the most 
diverse co-ed, non-sectarian, pre-K-12 independent school 
in the Southeast. Need-based and academic scholarships are 
offered, thanks to private donors. And with the convenience 
of the school’s own bus service, students come to CCS from 
all over the Charleston area.
 “Our students are learning some of the most 
important real-world skills that we could ever teach,” Burr 
commented.  

To learn more, visit www.charlestoncollegiate.org or call 
843-559-5506.

Congratulations 
to the classes of 
2015 and 2016 on 
their College 
Acceptances!
Anderson University
Appalachian State  
  University
Auburn University
Bard College
Brevard College
Charleston Southern  
  University
Clemson University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
Drexel University
Eckerd College
Elon University
Furman University
Georgia Institute  
  of Technology
Georgia Southern  
  University
High Point University
Mercer University-Honors
Miami University
Mississippi State University
Newberry College
North Carolina  
  State University
Ohio Wesleyan University
Presbyterian College
Purdue University
Roanoke College
Rochester Institute  
  of Technology
Savannah College of  
  Art and Design
Union College
University of Alabama
University of Arkansas
University of California
University of Colorado
University of Denver
University of Georgia
University of Kentucky
University of  
  Louisiana Lafayette
University of New Orleans
University of Miami
University of Minnesota  
  Twin Cities
University of Mississippi
University of Oregon
University of  
  South Carolina
University of Tennessee
Virginia Polytechnic  
  Institute and  
  State University
Winthrop University

CHARLESTON
COLLEGIATE

2024 Academy Drive • Johns Island, SC 29455 
Phone: (843) 559-5506 • charlestoncollegiate.org

Project-Based  Learning
Financial  Literacy and Entrepreneurship
Creativity and  the Arts
Leadership  through  Outdoor  Education

w w w.Char lestonsPr ivateSchools.com  |   w w w.Char lestonSchoolDirec tor y.com  |   w w w.ed.sc.gov

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

ISD 19

Personalized 
Learning Plans  

TrIDENT ACADEmy

Trident Academy is a K-12 school that specializes in 
individual, multisensory and research-based teaching 
methods. The school’s aim is to help improve the 

classroom experience for children with dyslexia, dysgraphia, 
dyscalculia, ADHD or Asperger-like attributes. 
 It began 45 years ago as a Saturday-only learning 
program in a local church. Today, Trident Academy is 

one of 13 schools in the United 
States accredited by the Academy of 

Orton-Gillingham. It boasts a safe, nurturing and focused 
atmosphere where students, regardless of their learning 
difference, can thrive. 
 The school has many different ways to ensure its 
students receive the right amount of attention and 
assistance. Each class has 12 or fewer students, which 
allows teachers to incorporate their intensive individualized 
approach. The main goal for each student is to learn how 
to function independently and eventually transition into a 
more traditional school environment. 
 Classroom studies often are expanded by field trips 
that complement what students are currently learning. 
This could be anywhere from the South Carolina 
Aquarium to the Post Office. Older students have the 
opportunity to take overnight field trips to places such as 
Green River Preserve and the Barrier Island program at 
Camp St. Christopher. 
 Every student learns differently, and Trident Academy 
doesn’t hesitate to create personalized learning plans 
that outline each child’s unique method of learning and 
growing. It doesn’t stop in the classroom, either. Trident 
Academy has an after-school program, Homework Haven, 
which helps students finish their daily homework and 
engage in useful study skills. 
 The summer is often a time when children forget most 
of what they learned during the school year, but Trident 
Academy calls itself a “hub of learning” all year long, 
offering Academic Therapy, Summer Enrichment, Orton-
Gillingham training and Multisensory Math training.  

To learn more, visit www.tridentacademy.com or call 
843-884-7046.

By  A Ly S S A  Z A P I N S k I 
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By  A Ly S S A  Z A P I N S k I 
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Fostering A Passion For Learning 
CHArLES TOwNE MONTESSOrI

Allowing children to take responsibility and pride 
in their own learning process is a cornerstone 
of the traditional Montessori education, and 

Charles Towne Montessori is offering Lowcountry families 
exactly that opportunity. Founded in 1972, and the only 

AMI (Association Montessori 
Internationale) recognized school 

in South Carolina, Charles Towne Montessori focuses 
on children from toddlers to 12-year-olds, instilling 
independence and industriousness for the world beyond.
 “The responsibility we give kids is tough, but they embrace 
it and end up owning it,” remarked Marketing Director Arlene 
LeBoeuf. “Education begins at age 3 in the primary classroom.”
 The school is divided into three age groups: toddler, for 
kids 15 months up to 3 years old; primary, for kids from 
3 to 6; and elementary, for kids from 6 to 12. According 
to headmaster Kevin O’Loughlin, the mixed age groups 
“encourage initiative and responsibility.”
 “Our students come to visit after graduating and tell us they 

are doing exceptionally well in their academic environments,” 
he said. “Many end up at prestigious institutions such as the 
School of the Arts or Palmetto Scholars Academy.”
 O’Loughlin, who has been at Charles Towne since 2003, 
noted that the decade he spent teaching in the classroom has 
enriched his role as headmaster. Both he and LeBoeuf stated
that the lead teachers – all Montessori certified – have 
rigorous training and extensive experience, enhancing the 
education of the approximately 100 students who attend.
 And yet, the students are the masters of their education at 
Charles Towne Montessori – a truth apparent to any parent 
or visitor who observes the cheerful campus, flanked with 
student-created flower gardens and projects of every sort.
 “When students leave Charles Towne Montessori, they 
carry a love of learning as well as the capabilities and work 
ethic that will allow them success in life,” O”Loughlin said.  

To learn more, visit www.charlestownmontessori.org or call 
843-571-1140.

By  D E N I S E  K .  J A M E S

www.charlestownemontessori.org56 Leinbach Dr, 
Charleston, SC 29407 843.571.1140

"Where your child 
loves learning"

15 MONTHS - 6TH GRADE

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
http://www.advhearing.com/
http://www.southernbelleschildren.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
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DEBBIE MARTINEZ
Divorce and Relationship Coach

305.984.5121
debbie@transformationthrudivorce.com

www.transformationthrudivorce.com

Let Me Guide You 
on Your Path to Your 

New Beginning...
DIVORCE AND RELATIONSHIP COACH

Member SIPCEDS-5422A-A

Living in the Now,
Preparing for the Future
For many of us, our goals in life remain constant: 
financial independence and providing for family. 
Striking a balance between saving for goals, such 
as education and retirement, and allocating money 
for daily expenses can be challenging. But you  
can do it.

Learn how you can redefine your savings 
approach toward education and retire-
ment. Call or visit today.

Phillip Cingolani, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

Mt Pleasant Towne Centre
1304 Theater Drive Suite E-1
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-7467

www.edwardjones.com

Ross K Evans, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

966 Houston Northcutt Ste J
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-881-3697

Member SIPCEDS-5422A-A

Living in the Now,
Preparing for the Future
For many of us, our goals in life remain constant: 
financial independence and providing for family. 
Striking a balance between saving for goals, such 
as education and retirement, and allocating money 
for daily expenses can be challenging. But you  
can do it.

Learn how you can redefine your savings 
approach toward education and retire-
ment. Call or visit today.

Phillip Cingolani, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

Mt Pleasant Towne Centre
1304 Theater Drive Suite E-1
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-7467

www.edwardjones.com

Ross K Evans, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

966 Houston Northcutt Ste J
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-881-3697

Living in the Now,
Preparing for the Future
For many of us, our goals in life remain 
constant: fi nancial independence and 
providing for family. Striking a balance 
between saving for goals, such 
as education and retirement, and 
allocating money for daily expenses 
can be challenging.  But you can do it.

Learn how you can redefi ne your 
savings approach toward education 
and retirement.  

Member SIPC

Phillip Cingolani, AAMS®
.

Mt Pleasant Towne Centre
1304 Theater Drive Suite E-1
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-7467

Ross K Evans, AAMS®
.

966 Houston Northcutt Ste J
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-881-3697

Donna O Mathias,
AAMS®
.

620-B Longpoint Road
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-216-9753

Dimi Matouchev, CFP®,
AAMS®
.

1517-C Palm Boulevard
Isle Of Palms, SC 29451
843-886-9229

Call or visit any of our financial advisors in the East Cooper area. To find
an Edward Jones office near you, visit www.edwardjones.com.

Phillip Cingolani, AAMS®
Mt Pleasant Towne Centre
1304 Theater Drive Suite E-1
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-7467

Donna O Mathias, AAMS®
620-B Longpoint Road
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-216-9753

Ross K Evans, AAMS®
966 Houston Northcutt Ste J
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-881-3697

Dimi Matouchev, CFP®, AAMS®
1517-C Palm Boulevard
Isle Of Palms, SC 29451
843-886-9229

Phillip Cingolani, AAMS®
.

Mt Pleasant Towne Centre
1304 Theater Drive Suite E-1
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-7467

Ross K Evans, AAMS®
.

966 Houston Northcutt Ste J
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-881-3697

Donna O Mathias,
AAMS®
.

620-B Longpoint Road
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-216-9753

Dimi Matouchev, CFP®,
AAMS®
.

1517-C Palm Boulevard
Isle Of Palms, SC 29451
843-886-9229

Call or visit any of our financial advisors in the East Cooper area. To find
an Edward Jones office near you, visit www.edwardjones.com.

Phillip Cingolani, AAMS®
.

Mt Pleasant Towne Centre
1304 Theater Drive Suite E-1
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-7467

Ross K Evans, AAMS®
.

966 Houston Northcutt Ste J
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-881-3697

Donna O Mathias,
AAMS®
.

620-B Longpoint Road
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-216-9753

Dimi Matouchev, CFP®,
AAMS®
.

1517-C Palm Boulevard
Isle Of Palms, SC 29451
843-886-9229

Call or visit any of our financial advisors in the East Cooper area. To find
an Edward Jones office near you, visit www.edwardjones.com.

Phillip Cingolani, AAMS®
.

Mt Pleasant Towne Centre
1304 Theater Drive Suite E-1
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-7467

Ross K Evans, AAMS®
.

966 Houston Northcutt Ste J
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-881-3697

Donna O Mathias,
AAMS®
.

620-B Longpoint Road
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
843-216-9753

Dimi Matouchev, CFP®,
AAMS®
.

1517-C Palm Boulevard
Isle Of Palms, SC 29451
843-886-9229

Call or visit any of our financial advisors in the East Cooper area. To find
an Edward Jones office near you, visit www.edwardjones.com.

Call or visit any of our fi nancial advisors in the East Cooper area. 
To fi nd an Edward Jones offi ce near you, visit www.edwardjones.com.

w w w.Char lestonsPr ivateSchools.com  |   w w w.Char lestonSchoolDirec tor y.com  |   w w w.ed.sc.gov

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

ISD 23

Connecting Students Through Education
BLESSED SaCramENT CaTHOLIC SCHOOL 

It didn’t take long for the parishioners of Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church, established in 1948, to 
realize that a school would enhance their mission. Today, 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic School 
is committed to promoting spiritual, 

intellectual and physical growth for K3 through 8th grade 
students. 
 The students who attend BSCS – about 70 percent are of 
the Catholic faith – feel welcomed, challenged and supported 
by a caring faculty and staff, according to Kathleen Ferri, 
assistant director of stewardship and development. Ferri 
noted that the longer a student remains at BSCS, the higher 
their standardized test scores tend to be. For example, 6th 
grade students test on 7th grade levels for language and social 
studies and on 8th grade levels for science, while 8th grade 
students test at almost 12th  grade level in every subject. 
 “The numbers just go up from there,” Ferri exclaimed. 
“We also offer a gifted program for our second through 
seventh grade students. Many of our graduates end up at 

James Island Charter, Academic Magnet, Bishop England and 
School of the Arts.” 
 Ferri said that although a Catholic education can seem 
financially difficult for some families, the staff of BSCS works 
hard to make the dream possible with financial assistance. 
School fundraisers create scholarships for students who need 
them, while parishioners who heartily believe in the cause are 
apt to donate time and funds for the good of families who 
seek an education from BSCS. 
 “I knew the reputation of this school and wanted to 
be part of it,” commented current headmaster Katharine 
Murphy, a native of New York with an extensive background 
in Catholic education. “I believe it’s our friendliness and 
family-like atmosphere that draws students.” 
 “There aren’t many things that connect people, but going 
to a Catholic school is one of those things,” Ferri remarked.  

To learn more about tBlessed Sacrament Catholic School, 
www.scbss.org or 843-766-2128.

By  D E N I S E  K .  J a m E S 

  Engaging the Mind...Challenging the Body...Enlightening the Soul...
     Helping students reach               their God-given potential since 1948.

kferri@scbss.org
 7 Saint Teresa Drive, Charleston, SC 29407 

843.766.2128 

We engage students with 

a traditional Catholic 

school curriculum that is 

enhanced with Spanish, 

PE and movement-based 

learning, Computer, Art, 

Music and Library.  

Serving children 
grades 

K3 through 8.  

We are conveniently located 
in the heart of West Ashley 

near Avondale.

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
mailto:debbie@transformationthrudivorce.com
http://www.transformationthrudivorce.com/
http://www.edwardjones.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/
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Allegro Charter School of Music
120 Broad St.
Charleston, S.C. 29401
Phone: 843-297-8033
Fax: 843-207-4701
AllegroCharterSchool.org
Grades: 6-9 (growing to 12)

Carolina Voyager Charter School
30 Race St.
Charleston, S.C. 29403
Phone: 843-203-3891
Fax: 843-718-2903
CarolinaVoyagerCharterSchool.org
Grades: K-8

Charleston Charter School for 
Math and Science
1002 King St.
Charleston, S.C. 29403
Phone: 843-720-3085
Fax: 843-720-3196
CharlestonMathScience.org
Grades: 6-12

Charleston Development Academy
233 Line St.
Charleston, S.C. 29403
Phone: 843-722-2689
Fax: 843-722-2694
DevelopmentAcademy.ccsdschools.com
Grade: preK-8

East Cooper Montessori Charter School
1120 Rifle Range Road
Mount Pleasant, S.C. 29464
Phone: 843-216-2883
Fax: 843-216-8880
EastCooper.ccsdschools.com
Grades: 1-8

Greg Mathis Charter High School
2872 Azalea Drive
North Charleston, S.C. 29405
Phone: 843-557-1611
Fax: 843-747-5810
ccsdschools.com/Schools/K12/greg_
mathis_hs.php

James Island Charter High School 
1000 Fort Johnson Road 
Charleston, S.C. 29412
Phone: 843-762-2754
Fax: 843-762-5228
Grades: 9-12
Jichs.ccsdschools.com

Orange Grove Elementary Charter 
1225 Orange Branch Road 
Charleston, S.C.
Phone: 843-763-1520
Fax: 843-769-2245
http://ogecs.ccsdschools.com/ 
Grades preK-5

Pattison’s Academy For 
Comprehensive Education
2014 Bees Ferry Road
Charleston, S.C.
Phone: 843-556-1070
Fax: 843-556-6742
http://pattisonsacademy.org/

South Carolina Charter Schools in 
the Lowcountry
*All residents of South Carolina are 
eligible to attend a South Carolina 
Charter School

Coastal Leadership Academy 3710 
Palmetto Pointe Blvd. Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. 29588
Phone: 843-788-9898
Fax: 843-294-0228 
CoastalLeadershipAcademy.org 
Grades: 9-12

Palmetto Scholars Academy 
7499 Dorchester Road
North Charleston, S.C. 29418
Phone: 843-300-4118
Fax: 843-300-4123 
PalmettoScholarsAcademy.org 
Grades: 6-12

Lowcountry Leadership Charter School
5139-A Gibson Road
Hollywood, S.C. 29449
Phone: 843-889-5527
Fax: 843-889-5529
LowcountryLeadership.org
Grades: K5-12

South Carolina Virtual Charter SChoolS

Provost Academy South Carolina
Office Location
200 Arbor Lake Drive, Suite 301
Columbia, S.C. 29223
Phone: 877-619-7272
SC.ProvostAcademy.com
Grades: 9-12

South Carolina Calvert Academy
Office Location
3700 Forest Drive, Suite 406
Columbia, S.C. 29204
SouthCarolinaCalvertAcademy.com
Grades: K-8

South Carolina Connections Academy
Office Location
220 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 403
Columbia, S.C. 29410
Phone: 803-212-4712
ConnectionsAcademy.com
Grades: K-12

South Carolina Virtual Charter School
Office Location
140 Stonebridge Drive Suite 420
Columbia, S.C. 29210
SCVCS.k12.com
Grades: K-12

South Carolina Whitmore School
Office Location
510 Lexington Ave.
Chapin, S.C. 29036
Phone: 866-476-6416
Fax: 866-476-1646
SCWhitmoreSchool.org
Grades: 9-12

Directory of Charter Schools – Charleston County
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Charter Schools:
HOw ArE THEy DIffErENT? 

What is a Charter sChool?

The South Carolina Charter Schools Act of 1996 defines a 
charter school as a public, nonreligious, non-home-based, 
nonprofit corporation forming a school that operates by 
sponsorship of a public school district, the South Carolina 
Public Charter School District or a public or independent 
institution of higher learning but is accountable to the 
board of trustees – or in the case of technical colleges, the 
area commission – of the sponsor which grants its charter.

hoW is a Charter sChool different
from a publiC sChool?

Charter schools are allowed more freedom in instruction 
while still being held accountable. 

hoW are Charter sChools and
publiC sChools the same?

Charter and public schools both are sponsored by the 
same school district, whether a local or state school board. 
Charter and public schools are open to all children, 
do not charge tuition and do not have special entrance 
requirements.

What type of CurriCulum does a
Charter sChool have?

A charter school teaches all of the core subjects but can 
adjust how much time is spent according to the needs of 
a student. A charter school may also be geared toward a 
specific educational core. For example: a school for the 
arts, a school for the deaf or a school for the sciences.

Can a parent Choose a Charter sChool
for their Child?

Yes, but there are certain restrictions depending upon the 
sponsoring municipality. Charter schools are considered a 
school of choice, and parents can choose to enroll their children
in a charter school rather than their assigned public school.

What grades are Covered in a
Charter sChool?

It depends on the individual charter school, but most 
teach the same grades as traditional elementary, middle 
and high schools.

Who Can start a Charter sChool?

Parents, teachers, school districts, community leaders, 
businesses and municipalities can all submit a proposal to 
begin a charter school.

are teaChers Certified at
Charter sChools?

Certification requirements are determined on a state-by-
state basis.

Can a Charter be revoked?

Yes. If over the course of three to five years a charter school 
is unable to achieve specific educational standards, the 
charter can be revoked.

Where Was the first Charter sChool in
the united states?

The first charter school license was approved in Minnesota 
in 1991, and its doors opened in 1992. Currently, 43 
states and the District of Columbia have approved charter 
schools serving approximately 2.9 million students. 

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
http://allegrocharterschool.org/
http://carolinavoyagercharterschool.org/
http://charlestonmathscience.org/
http://developmentacademy.ccsdschools.com/
http://eastcooper.ccsdschools.com/
http://www.ccsdschools.com/Schools/K12/greg_mathis_hs.php
http://jichs.ccsdschools.com/
http://ogecs.ccsdschools.com/
http://pattisonsacademy.org/
http://coastalleadershipacademy.org/
http://palmettoscholarsacademy.org/
http://lowcountryleadership.org/
http://sc.provostacademy.com/
http://southcarolinacalvertacademy.com/
http://connectionsacademy.com/
http://scvcs.k12.com/
http://scwhitmoreschool.org/
http://www.ccsdschools.com/Schools/K12/greg_mathis_hs.php
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schools serving approximately 2.9 million students. 

http://www.charlestonsprivateschools.com/
http://www.charlestonschooldirectory.com/
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Noteworthy 
ALLEgrO CHArTEr SCHOOL Of MuSIC 

Walking into Allegro Charter School of Music, I’m 
immediately hit by the sound of piano and pluck 
of an upright bass. Founded in 2015, this beacon 

of creativity has already managed to rack up a waiting list. 
The only school of its kind in South Carolina, Allegro is, well, 

noteworthy. Focusing on fostering 
academic growth through music, the 

school has already received visits from film crews looking to 
document the magic that seeps from its classrooms.
 “The response from the community has been very 
positive,” said Daniel Neikirk, who was recently named 
principal. “Charleston is such a world-class, artistically rich 
city, we thought it appropriate to have a school in its center 
that matches and reflects that.” 
 The local art community has already welcomed Allegro 
by offering guidance and funds. Members of The Charleston 
Symphony Orchestra have dedicated time to helping these 
budding musicians excel at their craft, while Girls Rock 
Charleston and Jazz Artists of Charleston have shared 

platforms to further propel Allegro’s message.
 While students at Allegro have a longer school day, it is 
filled with priceless interactions and a soundtrack to match. 
Currently, grades 6 through 10 are offered, but the school 
plans on adding 11th and 12th grades. 
 The music selection performed is varied. One minute 
students can be playing Bach and the next jamming out to 
Bruno Mars. Pop, rock and rap are genres that kids are free to 
explore, keeping them engaged and interested.
 “It’s an amazing feeling to watch a child who was once 
painfully shy come out of his or her shell and shine,” said 
Neikirk. “Kids go from not even knowing how to hold an 
instrument to accomplishing things I didn’t even get to do 
until college.”
 At Allegro, students are encouraged to find their own 
rhythm.  

To learn more, visit www.allegrocharterschool.org or call 
843-297-8033.

By  K A L E N E  M CCO r T

Allegro Charter School of Music
120 Broad Street
Charleston, SC  29401
843.297.8033
www.allegrocharterschool.org

Producing inspired thinkers and creative 

members of society through the infusion of music into an 

academically challenging environment.

MUSIC

ACADEMICS

CREATIVITY 
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Charity, Respect and Outreach 
CHRIST OuR KINg-STELLa MaRIS SCHOOL 

Christ Our King-Stella Maris School in Mount Pleasant 
was founded in 1950 to serve the East Cooper 
Community. The school provides an outstanding 

Catholic education for more than 600 students from 4K through 
8th grade and is the largest Catholic 
elementary school in South Carolina.

 In 2009, Christ Our King-Stella Maris was named a 
National Blue Ribbon School, and, in 2011, its middle 
school became a fully accredited International Baccalaureate 
World School. The school promotes a Christian educational 
philosophy characterized by charity, respect and outreach. 
The school offers a variety of clubs as well as athletics such as 
basketball, tennis, football, golf, archery and dance/cheer. 
 During its 65-year history, Christ Our King-Stella Maris 
School has continued to grow. Several years ago, it instituted 
its One to One iPad program. The school has enhanced its 
Music, Drama and Art programs, converted its former youth 
center into the Monsignor James A. Carter Black Box Theater 
and enhanced its Reading Initiatives program. 

 The Harmonia Choir has performed in competitions all 
over the Southeast, including this year’s Piccolo Spoleto Festival. 
Led by Suzanne Fleming-Atwood and Scott Atwood, the choir’s 
members have been selected for state, regional and honors choirs.
 We Give Wednesday offertory is collected during weekly 
School Mass and supports local charities, including Water 
Missions International, MUSC Children’s Hospital and Pet 
Helpers. The school also has helped victims of the typhoon 
in the Philippines, a local boy with a muscular disease to 
purchase a wheelchair lift and a local family ravaged by a 
house fire. Christ Our King-Stella Maris students perform 
thousands of service hours helping local charities.
 The school is proud to have six alumni who have returned 
as teachers. The Christ our King-Stella Maris family is proud 
of its commitment to the mission of the school and its 
Catholic Identity. 

To learn more about Christ Our King-Stella Maris School, 
visit www.coksm.org or call 843-884-4721.

By  a M y  M E R C E R

• Differentiated reading instruction

• One to one iPad program

• Certifi ed International Baccalaureate School

• Enhanced academic support

• Catholic School Founded in 1950

• Grades 4k - 8th

IP04-1314687

IP04-1314687

Faith, Charity and Respect
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Christ Our King-Stella Maris School in Mount Pleasant 
was founded in 1950 to serve the East Cooper 
Community. The school provides an outstanding 

Catholic education for more than 600 students from 4K through 
8th grade and is the largest Catholic 
elementary school in South Carolina.

 In 2009, Christ Our King-Stella Maris was named a 
National Blue Ribbon School, and, in 2011, its middle 
school became a fully accredited International Baccalaureate 
World School. The school promotes a Christian educational 
philosophy characterized by charity, respect and outreach. 
The school offers a variety of clubs as well as athletics such as 
basketball, tennis, football, golf, archery and dance/cheer. 
 During its 65-year history, Christ Our King-Stella Maris 
School has continued to grow. Several years ago, it instituted 
its One to One iPad program. The school has enhanced its 
Music, Drama and Art programs, converted its former youth 
center into the Monsignor James A. Carter Black Box Theater 
and enhanced its Reading Initiatives program. 

 The Harmonia Choir has performed in competitions all 
over the Southeast, including this year’s Piccolo Spoleto Festival. 
Led by Suzanne Fleming-Atwood and Scott Atwood, the choir’s 
members have been selected for state, regional and honors choirs.
 We Give Wednesday offertory is collected during weekly 
School Mass and supports local charities, including Water 
Missions International, MUSC Children’s Hospital and Pet 
Helpers. The school also has helped victims of the typhoon 
in the Philippines, a local boy with a muscular disease to 
purchase a wheelchair lift and a local family ravaged by a 
house fire. Christ Our King-Stella Maris students perform 
thousands of service hours helping local charities.
 The school is proud to have six alumni who have returned 
as teachers. The Christ our King-Stella Maris family is proud 
of its commitment to the mission of the school and its 
Catholic Identity. 

To learn more about Christ Our King-Stella Maris School, 
visit www.coksm.org or call 843-884-4721.
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Coastal south Carolina 
PuBliC Four Year

The Citadel
171 Moultrie St.
Charleston, S.C.
843-225-3294
www.citadel.edu
Founded: 1842

Coastal Carolina University
100 Chanticleer Drive East 
Conway, S.C.
843-347-3161
www.coastal.edu
Founded: 1954

College of Charleston
66 George St.
Charleston, S.C.
843-805-5507
www.cofc.edu
Founded: 1770

Medical University of South Carolina 
45 Courtenay Drive, MSC 203 
Charleston, S.C.
www.musc.edu
Founded: 1824

South Carolina College of Pharmacy 
Columbia, S.C. 29208
800-846-8896
Charleston, S.C.
843-792-3740
www.sccp.sc.edu

University of South Carolina-
Beaufort Campus
801 Carteret St.
Beaufort, S.C.
843-521-4100
www.uscb.edu
Founded: 1959

Private Four Year

American College of the Building Arts 
21 Magazine St.

Charleston, S.C.
843-577-5245
www.Americancollegeofthebuildingarts.com

Charleston Southern University
9200 University Blvd.
North Charleston, S.C.
843-863-7000
www.charlestonsouthern.edu
Founded: 1964

Webster University
4105 Faber Place Drive, #100
North Charleston, S.C.
843-760-1324
www.webster.edu/charleston
Founded: 1976

Four Year ProPrietarY

Art Institute of Charleston
24 N. Market St.
Charleston, S.C.
843-727-3500
www.artinstitutes.edu/charleston
Founded: 2007

Centura College
8084 Rivers Ave.
Charleston, S.C.
843-569-0889
www.centuracollege.edu

Columbia College
1216 Red Bank Road, Room #117
Goose Creek, S.C.
800-231-2391 or 843-794-4444
www.ccis.edu
Founded: 1851

ECPI University
7410 Northside Drive, #100
Charleston, S.C.
843-611-0642
www.ecpi.edu
Founded: 2004

ITT Technical Institute
2431 W. Aviation Ave.

North Charleston, S.C.
843-745-5700

Limestone College-Charleston 
4500 Leeds Ave.
North Charleston, S.C.
843-745-1100
www.limestone.edu

Miller-Motte
8085 Rivers Ave.
North Charleston, S.C.
843-733-3073
www.miller-motte.edu

Saint Leo University
2430 Mall Drive, #185
North Charleston, S.C.
843-554-2111
www.saintleo.edu
Founded: 2012

Southern Wesleyan University 
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 301 
Charleston, S.C.
843-266-7981
www.swu.edu/adult-and-graduate/
locations/charleston/

Springfield College-Charleston 
4390 Belle Oaks Drive, #200 
North Charleston, S.C.
843-554-7244
www.Springfield.edu

Strayer University
5010 Wetland Crossing
North Charleston, S.C.
843-746-5100
www.strayer.edu
Founded: 2006

University Directory

Read more at 
r e a d M P M . c o m / u n i v e r s i t i e s
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Helping Students Reach
Their Goals

WEbSTER UNIvERSITy 

T
he idea of going back To
school for a master’s or even an 
undergraduate degree is daunting for 
many who are already in the workforce. 
Managing the time commitment and 
schedule and balancing coursework 
with a job, family or both, along 

with completing prerequisite courses, is 
enough to deter 
many would-

be students. While it is certainly a big 
commitment, getting a higher education 
degree doesn’t have to mean leaving a 
career or being away from family. 

Webster University’s Charleston 
campus has been helping students reach 
their goals in spite of these obstacles for 
over 30 years. 

The Webster University Charleston
campus – consisting of a main branch in
North Charleston and another location on
Joint Base Charleston – accommodates its
students with night or online courses.

“We have over 250 students in Charleston, and most
hold full-time jobs,” explained Vice Provost Nancy Hellerud.
“There are several major area employers – for example,
Boeing, MUSC and the military – who send employees here
for higher degrees. This schedule allows students to further
their education while continuing to live their lives.”

Webster University, founded in St. Louis, Missouri, 
over a century ago, has evolved into a global network 
of several dozen campuses across the United States, 
internationally and on military bases. Its 180,000 living 
alumni around the world are a testament to the university’s 
far-reaching impact on education and careers.

“We want to ensure that education never stops,” said
Hellerud. “Courses are transferrable, and the transition is
seamless no matter where you are in the world. Certain degrees
require time in the classroom, but almost all degree programs
offer online courses in an effort to continue learning.”

One of the founding principles of Webster University 
has always been to meet previously unmet needs. 

“When teachers needed training in Kansas City, 
Webster initially opened up a Kansas City campus 
primarily for education programs. When the military was 
looking for education on bases, Webster went there. When 
the United Nations was looking for education in Geneva 
for dependents of people who worked there, Webster 
opened a campus,” Hellerud explained.

      Similarly, the programs offered 
at the Charleston campus reflect the 
local economy in order to fill the area’s 
employment needs. Programs include 
a master of arts in Counseling, Human 
Resources Development, Human 
Resources Management, Information 
Technology Management, Procurement 
and Acquisitions Management, 
Management and Leadership, master 
of Business Administration and master 
of Health Administration, as well as 
bachelor’s degrees in Management and 
Psychology. Webster University offers 
prerequisite courses to help students 
enter these degree programs.

In addition to online course offerings, on-campus classes
typically meet one night each week for nine-week terms.

“The average full-time student spends two to three 
years getting their master’s degree. Others fast-track and 
complete their degree in a little over one year. The options 
are flexible to meet each student’s needs,” Hellerud said.

In addition to its widespread network of programs and 
alumni and its flexible schedule and locations, Webster 
University’s faculty members are rated highly by students.

“Nearly all of our professors are adjunct faculty. They 
are in the workforce doing what they teach. They have 
real-world experience and real-world connections, and 
they enhance the quality of education,” said Hellerud.

“Not only do we want you to graduate with a great 
degree, but we want you to have a great career as well. 
We’re here to help you do that,” she said. 

To learn more, visit www.webster.edu/charleston or call
843-760-1324 or 843-767-2278.

by  A N N E  TO O L E
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Above: vice Provost Nancy Hellerud.
below: Webster’s University’s Charleston

campus.
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Helping Students Reach 
Their Goals 

WEbSTER UNIvERSITy 

T       
he idea of going back  To 
school for a master’s or even an 
undergraduate degree is daunting for 
many who are already in the workforce. 
Managing the time commitment and 
schedule and balancing coursework 
with a job, family or both, along 

with completing prerequisite courses, is 
enough to deter 
many would-

be students. While it is certainly a big 
commitment, getting a higher education 
degree doesn’t have to mean leaving a 
career or being away from family. 
 Webster University’s Charleston 
campus has been helping students reach 
their goals in spite of these obstacles for 
over 30 years. 
 The Webster University Charleston 
campus – consisting of a main branch in 
North Charleston and another location on 
Joint Base Charleston – accommodates its 
students with night or online courses.  
 “We have over 250 students in Charleston, and most 
hold full-time jobs,” explained Vice Provost Nancy Hellerud. 
“There are several major area employers – for example, 
Boeing, MUSC and the military – who send employees here 
for higher degrees. This schedule allows students to further 
their education while continuing to live their lives.”
 Webster University, founded in St. Louis, Missouri, 
over a century ago, has evolved into a global network 
of several dozen campuses across the United States, 
internationally and on military bases. Its 180,000 living 
alumni around the world are a testament to the university’s 
far-reaching impact on education and careers.
 “We want to ensure that education never stops,” said 
Hellerud. “Courses are transferrable, and the transition is 
seamless no matter where you are in the world. Certain degrees 
require time in the classroom, but almost all degree programs 
offer online courses in an effort to continue learning.” 
 One of the founding principles of Webster University 
has always been to meet previously unmet needs. 

 “When teachers needed training in Kansas City, 
Webster initially opened up a Kansas City campus 
primarily for education programs. When the military was 
looking for education on bases, Webster went there. When 
the United Nations was looking for education in Geneva 
for dependents of people who worked there, Webster 
opened a campus,” Hellerud explained.

      Similarly, the programs offered 
at the Charleston campus reflect the 
local economy in order to fill the area’s 
employment needs. Programs include 
a master of arts in Counseling, Human 
Resources Development, Human 
Resources Management, Information 
Technology Management, Procurement 
and Acquisitions Management, 
Management and Leadership, master 
of Business Administration and master 
of Health Administration, as well as 
bachelor’s degrees in Management and 
Psychology. Webster University offers 
prerequisite courses to help students 
enter these degree programs.

 In addition to online course offerings, on-campus classes 
typically meet one night each week for nine-week terms.
 “The average full-time student spends two to three 
years getting their master’s degree. Others fast-track and 
complete their degree in a little over one year. The options 
are flexible to meet each student’s needs,” Hellerud said.
 In addition to its widespread network of programs and 
alumni and its flexible schedule and locations, Webster 
University’s faculty members are rated highly by students.
 “Nearly all of our professors are adjunct faculty. They 
are in the workforce doing what they teach. They have 
real-world experience and real-world connections, and 
they enhance the quality of education,” said Hellerud.
 “Not only do we want you to graduate with a great 
degree, but we want you to have a great career as well. 
We’re here to help you do that,” she said.  

To learn more, visit www.webster.edu/charleston or call 
843-760-1324 or 843-767-2278.
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FINANCIAL FOCUS 
a 529 Plan can HelP witH tHoSe college BillS

W       e’re At the eNd OF ANOther    
school year. if you have younger kids, 
you might be thinking about summer 
camps and other activities. But in the 
not-too-distant future, your children 
will be facing a bigger transition as 
they head off to college. will you be 

financially prepared for that day?
 a college education is a good investment – college 
graduates earn, on average, $1 million more over their 
lifetimes than high school graduates, according to a 
study by georgetown University – but a bachelor’s 
degree doesn’t come 
cheap. For the 2015-
2016 school year, the 
average expense – 
tuition, fees, room and 
board – was $19,548 
at a public four-year 
school and $43,921 
at a four-year private 
school, according to the 
college Board. and by 
the time your children 
are ready for college, 
these costs may be 
considerably higher, 
because inflation is alive 
and well in the higher 
education arena. 
 Your children may be 
eligible for some types 
of financial aid and scholarships. But even so, you may 
want to consider some college-savings vehicles – and 
one of the most popular is a 529 plan. 
 A 529 plan offers a variety of benefits, 
including the following:
 • High contribution limits – a 529 plan won’t 
limit your contributions based on your income. in all 
likelihood, you can contribute as much as you want 
to a 529 plan, as many states have contribution limits 
of $300,000 and up. and you can give up to $14,000 
($28,000 for a married couple filing jointly) per year, per 
child, without incurring any gift taxes.
 • Tax advantages – Your earnings can accumulate 
tax free, provided they are used for qualified higher 

education expenses. (529 plan distributions not used 
for qualified expenses may be subject to federal and 
state income tax and a 10% irS penalty on the earnings.) 
Furthermore, your 529 plan contributions may be eligible 
for a state tax deduction or credit if you participate in 
your own state’s plan. But 529 plans vary, so check with 
your tax advisor regarding deductibility. 
 • Freedom to invest in any state’s plan. – You can 
invest in a 529 plan from any state – but that doesn’t 
mean your child has to go to school there. You could live 
in one state, invest in a second state’s plan, and send your 
student to school in a third state, if you choose. 

      • Money can be 
used for virtually 
any program – Upon 
graduating high 
school, not all kids 
are interested in, 
or prepared for, a 
traditional four-year 
college. But you can 
use your 529 plan to 
help pay for qualified 
expenses at a variety of 
educational institutions, 
including two-year 
community colleges 
and trade schools. 
      of course, a 529 
plan does have 
considerations you will 
need to think about 

before opening an account. For example, your 529 plan 
assets can affect your child’s needs-based financial aid, 
but it might not doom it. as long as the 529 assets are 
under your control, they typically will be assessed at a 
maximum rate of 5.64% in determining your family’s 
expected contribution under the federal financial aid 
formula, as opposed to the usual 20% rate for assets held 
in the student’s name. 
 in any case, though, a 529 plan is worth considering. 
But don’t wait too long – as you well know, your kids 
seem to grow up in the blink of an eye.  

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
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FIND YOUR VOICE.

Amauri Bowman '16
I am independent and I like 
having my own ideas. There's a 
passion in me to make the world a 
better place. If I can change the life 
of just one person, that's changing 
the world to me.

At Porter-Gaud, we see things in children they have 
yet to see in themselves — strengths, symphonies, 
stories, truths, voices. Every day, a passionate 
community of teachers, parents, coaches, staff, and 
administrators goes to work to draw forth our 
students’ voices, to seek truths, and uncover talents 
in classrooms, on stages, in studios, on athletic 
fields, and everywhere life takes them.

DISCOVER.PORTERGAUD.EDU
843.402.4726 145

Changing The Way 
People Eat Burgers

BurgerFi

W       here can you find an
eatery that looks like an upbeat 
burger joint but serves food 
reminiscent of a gourmet 
restaurant? Is it possible to treat 

your taste buds to a delicious meal without worrying 
about how a cheeseburger and 
an order of fries will affect your 

health and well-being? 
 For an answer to these questions, look no further than 
the ground floor of The Boulevard, the home of BurgerFi 
since the end of May.
 “It’s a burger joint you can feel 
good about eating at,” said Chuck 
Jenkins, who, along with Tony 
Tonelis, owns BurgerFi’s tri-county 
franchise rights. “It’s a great tasting 
burger that doesn’t have to be bad 
for you.”
 What makes BurgerFi different 
from other similar restaurants? 
According to Jenkins, everything, 
from the burgers and hot dogs to 
the fries and onion rings and the 
company’s secret sauce, is 100-percent natural, prepared 
daily and never frozen. And the beef served at all 
BurgerFi locations comes from a Wyoming ranch where 
the animals are raised without steroids or hormones.
 The first BurgerFi opened in February 2011 in 
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, Florida. Not long after, Jenkins, 
a pharmaceutical executive, was in the Sunshine State 
and noticed something interesting about the company’s 
Winter Park store.
 “It was 2:30 in the afternoon and there was a line out 
the door,” he remembered.
 That experience was enough to maintain his interest 
in BurgerFi, and, eventually, he purchased the franchise 
rights in Charleston, Berkeley and Dorchester counties. 
According to Steve Lieber, the company’s global brand 
ambassador, BurgerFi recently opened its 90th restaurant. 

There are two locations outside the United States – in 
Mexico City – but others will open soon in Kuwait, the 
United Kingdom and Panama.
 BurgerFi’s efforts to protect the environment extend 
beyond its all-natural menu. Cooking oil, cardboard, 
plastic and glass are recycled, and even the furniture, 
which seats around 140 people inside and another 50 on 
the patio, is made of recycled material.
     The menu includes several angus burgers, as well as 
vegetarian burgers, three different types of hot dogs, 
hand-cut fries with a variety of toppings, onion rings 
and custard-based shakes, floats, concretes and sundaes. 
You can have the veggie burger “green style,” wrapped 
in lettuce instead of a bun. Or, if you just can’t make up 

your mind, you can go with the Conflicted Burger – 
two patties, one beef and the other vegetarian.

     In addition, there’s wine and craft 
beer, most of it from local breweries, 

and a Coke Freestyle Machine, 
which lets diners mix and 
match potentially hundreds of 
different soft drink flavors.
      For Jenkins and his 
wife, Sara, owning a burger 

restaurant is not all about making money. He said 10 
percent of the restaurant’s proceeds will go to support a 
ministry they are starting that provides help and support 
for children aging out of the foster care system.
 “We want to help young men and women 
transitioning out of foster care during those critical ages 
of 18 to 25. It’s something that’s needed,” he said.
 And what’s the origin of the name BurgerFi?
 “It stands for the burgerfication of the nation,” Lieber 
explained. “We wanted to change the way people eat 
hamburgers.” 

BurgerFi is located at 735 Coleman Blvd. Parking is 
available in front of the restaurant, on the first floor of the 
Boulevard garage and in an overflow lot. To learn more, 
visit www.burgerfi.com or call 843-884-6445.
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Changing The Way 
People Eat Burgers

BurgerFi

W       here can you find an
eatery that looks like an upbeat 
burger joint but serves food 
reminiscent of a gourmet 
restaurant? Is it possible to treat 

your taste buds to a delicious meal without worrying 
about how a cheeseburger and 
an order of fries will affect your 

health and well-being? 
 For an answer to these questions, look no further than 
the ground floor of The Boulevard, the home of BurgerFi 
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daily and never frozen. And the beef served at all 
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the animals are raised without steroids or hormones.
 The first BurgerFi opened in February 2011 in 
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, Florida. Not long after, Jenkins, 
a pharmaceutical executive, was in the Sunshine State 
and noticed something interesting about the company’s 
Winter Park store.
 “It was 2:30 in the afternoon and there was a line out 
the door,” he remembered.
 That experience was enough to maintain his interest 
in BurgerFi, and, eventually, he purchased the franchise 
rights in Charleston, Berkeley and Dorchester counties. 
According to Steve Lieber, the company’s global brand 
ambassador, BurgerFi recently opened its 90th restaurant. 

There are two locations outside the United States – in 
Mexico City – but others will open soon in Kuwait, the 
United Kingdom and Panama.
 BurgerFi’s efforts to protect the environment extend 
beyond its all-natural menu. Cooking oil, cardboard, 
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which seats around 140 people inside and another 50 on 
the patio, is made of recycled material.
     The menu includes several angus burgers, as well as 
vegetarian burgers, three different types of hot dogs, 
hand-cut fries with a variety of toppings, onion rings 
and custard-based shakes, floats, concretes and sundaes. 
You can have the veggie burger “green style,” wrapped 
in lettuce instead of a bun. Or, if you just can’t make up 

your mind, you can go with the Conflicted Burger – 
two patties, one beef and the other vegetarian.

     In addition, there’s wine and craft 
beer, most of it from local breweries, 

and a Coke Freestyle Machine, 
which lets diners mix and 
match potentially hundreds of 
different soft drink flavors.
      For Jenkins and his 
wife, Sara, owning a burger 

restaurant is not all about making money. He said 10 
percent of the restaurant’s proceeds will go to support a 
ministry they are starting that provides help and support 
for children aging out of the foster care system.
 “We want to help young men and women 
transitioning out of foster care during those critical ages 
of 18 to 25. It’s something that’s needed,” he said.
 And what’s the origin of the name BurgerFi?
 “It stands for the burgerfication of the nation,” Lieber 
explained. “We wanted to change the way people eat 
hamburgers.” 

BurgerFi is located at 735 Coleman Blvd. Parking is 
available in front of the restaurant, on the first floor of the 
Boulevard garage and in an overflow lot. To learn more, 
visit www.burgerfi.com or call 843-884-6445.
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Grilled Bananas
 
Ingredients: 
Bananas 
Butter
Brown sugar
Rum 
Vanilla ice cream 

Peel desired amount of 
bananas, leave whole or 
sliced and top with some 
butter and brown sugar. 
You can add a splash of 
rum if you want to.

Fold and seal into aluminum packets. Grill packets until 
bananas become soft and caramelized.

Remove from foil, serve with vanilla ice cream.

Note: You can prepare and wrap the bananas ahead of 
time, then simply place them atop a heated grill.   

Fruit & YoGurt Bars
Servings: About 21 bars
Freezing time: 4 hours 
Prep time: About 15 minutes
 
Ingredients: 
One box of graham crackers
½ cup of fresh strawberries

½ cup chopped bananas
¼ cup blueberries
1 cup vanilla nonfat Greek-style yogurt
1 cup thawed frozen reduced-fat whipped topping

Line a 9-inch square pan with aluminum foil, and be 
sure to extend the foil over the sides. Arrange one layer of 
graham crackers on the bottom of pan.

Pulse fruits in 
blender until lightly 
blended with a few 
chunks. In large 
bowl, mix fruit, 
yogurt and whipped 
topping before 
spreading over the 
top of your graham 
crackers in pan.

Add an additional 
layer of graham 
crackers and place in 
freezer for at least 4 
hours.

Note: When adding your second layer of graham crackers, 
it helps to line up your squares on both top and bottom. 
This allows cutting frozen squares more easily.

You can substitute any fruit. Try fresh raspberries, 
blackberries or peaches. 

Enjoy these recipes this summer!
Summer Recipes
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Sales 843.303.4565
Offi ce 843.388.4664

www.palmettogreensc.com

• Design and Consultation
• Lawn Maintenance Programs
• Masonry - Patios and Driveways
• Irrigation - Installation and Repair
• Landscape Installation and Remodel
• Drainage Systems
• Outdoor Lighting and Design
• Shrub, Tree, and Turf Care Programs
• Fencing - Install and Repair
• Grading and Sodding
• Commercial Maintenance
• Commercial Construction

• Design and Consultation
Services Provided:

1 FREE MONTH
12th month of lawn 
maintenance FREE 
with new contract.
Expires 12/31/16

$250 OFF
Services of 

$3,500 or more.
Expires 12/31/16

Best of Isle of Palms - Landscaping
� ree Consecutive Years

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS ACROSS THE LOWCOUNTRY SINCE 1988

Incorporating the needs of today’s 

families in stunning homes with func-

tional floor plans is a recognized 

J.D.Smith Custom Homes hallmark. 

Just as important, Donnie Smith  

believes that detailed, personal 

communication with the homeowner 

is paramount to our success. 
(843) 881-8843  |  501-E La Mesa Drive, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

jdsmithcustomhomesllc.com
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Family-friendly with 
Exceptional Food

On Forty-One

N       amed after the strip of     
roadway it resides on, On Forty-One 
is conveniently located in the heart of 
North Mount Pleasant – on the corner 
of Highways 17 and 41. Boasting locally 

sourced Southern food and a laid-back atmosphere, 
a visit to On Forty-One is as 
satisfying as a pitcher of sweet tea 

on a Lowcountry scorcher. 
 “We were very fortunate to be welcomed so warmly 
by the North Mount Pleasant communities,” said 
owner and chef Brannon Florie. “I wanted to create a 
family-friendly 
neighborhood 
restaurant with 
exceptional 
food. I think 
we successfully 
carried out 
our vision of 
backyard dining, 
and people 
responded with 
overwhelming 
enthusiasm.”
 From the fried 
chicken to braised 
collard greens, 
this is one menu 
selection that will 
keep you coming 
back for more. 
 Florie offers eats at On Forty-One that receive rave 
reviews from foodies who cherish the balance between 
real Southern food and a perfectly executed dish. The 
dinner menu includes fan favorites like the pork chop 
with mac ‘n’ cheese and the pimento-cheese-covered 
burger. In true Florie fashion, On Forty-One is sure to 
appeal to everyone, offering vegetarian and gluten free 
options alongside an array of decadent dishes.  

 “The menu at 41 is comfort foods that I grew up with 
and stuff I have been cooking for years,” said Florie. 
“Originally, I had a Mexican sort of concept in mind, 
but, in the end, I decided to go with a menu focused on 
the dishes I know and love best. I am especially proud 
of our weekly specials, which are super seasonal and 
showcase the freshest of local ingredients. My executive 
chef, Doug Svec, is very creative, and this really comes 
through in his weekly specials.” 
 This universal appeal can be found in the decor and 
atmosphere of the restaurant as well. Guests have the 
option to dine in the modern industrial-rustic dining room 

or on the covered 
– and in winter 
enclosed – patio 
or to venture 
outside for the 
real “backyard 
dining” 
experience, 
complete with 
picnic tables and 
cornhole. Don’t 
forget about the 
patio bar, which 
opens daily at 
3 p.m. with 
happy hour 
food and drink 
specials served 
until 6 p.m.  

 On Wednesdays, they have Ladies’ Night all night, 
where you can gather your gal pals for half off select 
bottles of wine. Also adding to the festivities are live 
performances by area musicians, such as Derek Cribb 
and Morgan Llorens. They’ve also recently started serving 
Sunday brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

For more information, visit www.onfortyone.com or call 
843-352-9235.
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From fried chicken to braised collard greens, on Forty-one’s menu will keep you coming back for more. 

In Good Taste

w w w.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  w w w.IloveMountPleasant .com |  w w w.Besto fMountPleasant .com

http://www.mountpleasantmagazine.com/
http://www.ilovemountpleasant.com/
http://www.bestofmountpleasant.com/
http://www.palmettogreensc.com/
http://jdsmithcustomhomesllc.com/


149

Family-friendly with 
Exceptional Food

On Forty-One

N       amed after the strip of     
roadway it resides on, On Forty-One 
is conveniently located in the heart of 
North Mount Pleasant – on the corner 
of Highways 17 and 41. Boasting locally 

sourced Southern food and a laid-back atmosphere, 
a visit to On Forty-One is as 
satisfying as a pitcher of sweet tea 

on a Lowcountry scorcher. 
 “We were very fortunate to be welcomed so warmly 
by the North Mount Pleasant communities,” said 
owner and chef Brannon Florie. “I wanted to create a 
family-friendly 
neighborhood 
restaurant with 
exceptional 
food. I think 
we successfully 
carried out 
our vision of 
backyard dining, 
and people 
responded with 
overwhelming 
enthusiasm.”
 From the fried 
chicken to braised 
collard greens, 
this is one menu 
selection that will 
keep you coming 
back for more. 
 Florie offers eats at On Forty-One that receive rave 
reviews from foodies who cherish the balance between 
real Southern food and a perfectly executed dish. The 
dinner menu includes fan favorites like the pork chop 
with mac ‘n’ cheese and the pimento-cheese-covered 
burger. In true Florie fashion, On Forty-One is sure to 
appeal to everyone, offering vegetarian and gluten free 
options alongside an array of decadent dishes.  

 “The menu at 41 is comfort foods that I grew up with 
and stuff I have been cooking for years,” said Florie. 
“Originally, I had a Mexican sort of concept in mind, 
but, in the end, I decided to go with a menu focused on 
the dishes I know and love best. I am especially proud 
of our weekly specials, which are super seasonal and 
showcase the freshest of local ingredients. My executive 
chef, Doug Svec, is very creative, and this really comes 
through in his weekly specials.” 
 This universal appeal can be found in the decor and 
atmosphere of the restaurant as well. Guests have the 
option to dine in the modern industrial-rustic dining room 

or on the covered 
– and in winter 
enclosed – patio 
or to venture 
outside for the 
real “backyard 
dining” 
experience, 
complete with 
picnic tables and 
cornhole. Don’t 
forget about the 
patio bar, which 
opens daily at 
3 p.m. with 
happy hour 
food and drink 
specials served 
until 6 p.m.  

 On Wednesdays, they have Ladies’ Night all night, 
where you can gather your gal pals for half off select 
bottles of wine. Also adding to the festivities are live 
performances by area musicians, such as Derek Cribb 
and Morgan Llorens. They’ve also recently started serving 
Sunday brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

For more information, visit www.onfortyone.com or call 
843-352-9235.

By  K a l e n e  M cco r t 

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
rt

es
y 

o
f 

O
n

 F
o

rt
y-

O
n

e.

From fried chicken to braised collard greens, on Forty-one’s menu will keep you coming back for more. 

In Good Taste
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We have all your tanning needs UV, Sunless & a great experience.
5 Locations - Mt. Pleasant, West Ashley, N. Charleston, Goose Creek 

FIRST WEEK FREE

New to Sun Station Give us a try...
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Look Good Feel Great! www.sunstationtan.com
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This is not a sofa bed,
it’s an eye-catching, sleep-inducing, marvel of modern engineering.
No bars, no springs, no sagging. The Comfort Sleeper™ is in a category by itself. It’s not only a gorgeous piece of furniture, it’s the only sleeper 

with the Tiffany 24/7™ Sleep System. Solid platforms provide even support for the full-length, high-density foam mattress. And, the patented mechanism opens 

and closes almost effortlessly. No other sleeper is as comfortable, because no other sleeper compares. Tempur-Pedic® option available. Made to order in Dallas, 

Texas. In your home in about 30 days.

1035 Johnnie Dodds Blvd. • Mount Pleasant
(843) 884-2256 • www.dancohome.com

Monday - Saturday
10am - 6pm

Active in the Community
South Atlantic Bank

Ask the Experts
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F       ounded in Myrtle Beach nine     
years ago by a group of local businessmen 
who realized the need for a strong 
community bank among a sea of regional 
and super-regional banks, South Atlantic 

Bank now has a total of six offices along the South 
Carolina coast. The experienced 
team at the Mount Pleasant 

location has been helping customers in the Lowcountry 
since 2013.
 “Our strength is 
banking with individuals 
in the community, as 
well as small-to medium-
sized businesses,” said 
Ken Pickens, senior 
vice president of South 
Atlantic Bank’s Mount 
Pleasant branch. “Our 
decisions are made locally 
in the community by 
local lenders working 
with local customers. 
Funds deposited here are 
invested locally and lent 
out in our footprint. It’s 
good for the local and coastal economies.”
 South Atlantic is a full-service commercial bank that 
offers everything provided by any megabank: mortgage 
and consumer lending, home equity lines, deposits, 
business and personal checking, CDs, IRAs, online and 
mobile banking and more. South Atlantic sets itself apart 
with unparalleled personalized service.
 “We have technology similar to a much bigger bank: 
mobile and Internet banking, mobile deposits, every bell 
and whistle that you could get elsewhere,” Pickens said. 
“And we encourage people to come to the bank and see 
us if they prefer. Our level of personal service and warmth 
is hard to find outside of a community bank, and we take 
that to heart. We get to know our customers and build 
relationships with them. That’s what’s important to us.”
 As part of its commitment to its customers, South 
Atlantic Bank makes a point to be active in the community. 

 “It’s important for us to be involved in community 
events,” said Pickens. “It could be a gala to support the 
Humane Society or the Florence Crittenton Home or a 
5K race. You’ll find a South Atlantic banker there. We also 
actively support The Citadel and Charleston Southern 
University.”
 South Atlantic Bank’s Mount Pleasant branch is located 
in the Queensborough Shopping Center while a new, 
permanent location is being built nearby on Johnnie 

Dodds Boulevard. 
The 8,000 square-foot 
facility is expected to be 
completed in mid-2017.
      “It’s not your 
average bank,” Pickens 
explained. “The new 
building will be a very 
nice facility that’s warm 
and inviting. While 
you can bank online, 
we want our customers 
to feel welcome when 
they come inside, to feel 
comfortable that they 
can come in and meet 
with us personally so we 

can help meet their needs.”
 In every way, South Atlantic Bank strives to be the ideal 
bank for the Mount Pleasant community.
 “Banking, in my opinion, is about customer service,” 
Pickens said. “There’s a lot of back-office work that the 
public doesn’t see, but, in order to be successful, you have 
to treat your customers right, be polite and be professional. 
That’s what we do with our team here in Mount Pleasant.”
 Joining Pickens in the office are two additional commercial 
lenders, Brian Michel and Kurt Seguer, and a mortgage banker, 
Peter Insabella. Christy Chumney serves as the loan assistant, 
while Cari Henderson manages the branch, with assistance 
from Jessica Clendenin. Together, they have more than 75 years 
of banking experience in the Lowcountry. 

To learn more, visit www.SouthAtlanticBank.com or call 
843-972-4300.
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A render ing of  what  the completed South At lant ic  Bank campus wi l l  look l ike 
in  Mount  Pleasant . 
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explained. “The new 
building will be a very 
nice facility that’s warm 
and inviting. While 
you can bank online, 
we want our customers 
to feel welcome when 
they come inside, to feel 
comfortable that they 
can come in and meet 
with us personally so we 

can help meet their needs.”
 In every way, South Atlantic Bank strives to be the ideal 
bank for the Mount Pleasant community.
 “Banking, in my opinion, is about customer service,” 
Pickens said. “There’s a lot of back-office work that the 
public doesn’t see, but, in order to be successful, you have 
to treat your customers right, be polite and be professional. 
That’s what we do with our team here in Mount Pleasant.”
 Joining Pickens in the office are two additional commercial 
lenders, Brian Michel and Kurt Seguer, and a mortgage banker, 
Peter Insabella. Christy Chumney serves as the loan assistant, 
while Cari Henderson manages the branch, with assistance 
from Jessica Clendenin. Together, they have more than 75 years 
of banking experience in the Lowcountry. 

To learn more, visit www.SouthAtlanticBank.com or call 
843-972-4300.
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A render ing of  what  the completed South At lant ic  Bank campus wi l l  look l ike 
in  Mount  Pleasant . 
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Tim Loss 
Lives in: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.
 
From: Moved to South Carolina from 
Pennsylvania – Conshohocken, the burbs of  
Philly); grew up in Maryland.
 
Education: BS from Frostburg State University. 
 

Employment: Area manager for Southern Trust Mortgage.
 
Favorite reading: Currently reading Brain Grain. It’s about the effects 
wheat, sugar and carbs have on the brain. It teaches you how to 
reprogram your genetic destiny. 
 
Favorite music: ’80s metal, ’90s hip-hop, Metallica, Sublime, Rage 
Against the Machine, Foo Fighters. 
 
Activities: Spending time with family and friends, going to the beach, 
playing golf, working out. 
 
Interests: Live music, good food, traveling, real estate.
 
Likes: Washington Redskins #httr, dry aged steaks from Halls 
Chophouse, Will Ferrell movies, waking up early, tailgating, football on 
Saturdays, helping future homeowners purchase homes. 
 
Favorite quote or philosophy: “If  you do what you love, you’ll never 
work a day in your life.”

Carey Budds

Lives in: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.

From: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.

Education: Christ Our King-Stella Maris School, 
1965; Bishop England High School, 1969; BA, 

The Citadel. 1973.

Employment: American Airlines, commercial pilot; captain, Boeing 
757/767; licensed Realtor.

Favorite reading: Non-fiction and history – last book: “Killing Reagan.”

Favorite music: Beach music, oldie goldies from the ‘60s and ‘70s.

Activities: Volunteer work and fundraising for various groups.

Interests: Golf, boating, cooking.

Likes: Sharing a good meal with family and friends, and flying.

Favorite quote or philosophy: “Never pity one who tries and fails; pity 
one who fails to try.” – John F. Kennedy.

Facetime

We’re spending a little time with some of our neighbors to help you get 
to know them better. Get to know us better by liking us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MountPleasant- 
Magazine. If you want to appear in Facetime or to suggest someone you find interesting, please email the name 
and contact information (email and/or phone number) to facetime@mountpleasantmagazine.com. 

Our Mount Pleasant Neighbors
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Coby Mozingo

Lives in: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.

From: Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.

Education: Clemson University - Go Tigers!

Employment: Community Liaison – Athleta.

Favorite reading: Anything a friend picks out for me!

Favorite music: ’80s!

Activities: Being with my family and hanging out on or in any kind of  

water!

Interests: Yoga, spending time with friends, Clemson football. 

Likes: People.  

Favorite quote or philosophy: “Know when to shut up!”

Cora Ezzell

Lives in: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.

From: State College, Pennsylvania.

Education: Ph.D.in Clinical Psychology.

Employment: Clinical psychologist.

Favorite music: ’70s and ’80s.

Activities: Photography, thrift store shopping, family time, exercise.

Interests: Traveling, fashion.

Likes: Anything vintage, food.

Favorite quote or philosophy: “You don’t have to believe everything 

that you think.”
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48 Beers on Tap

Certified Angus Beef® Brand Burgers & Steaks

Hand Cut Fries
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Loy Harn Jewelers
E N G A G E M E N T  R I N G S  |  E S T A T E  J E W E L R Y  |  C U S T O M  D E S I G N S

E N G R A V I N G  |  R O L E X  S E R V I C E  |  J E W E L R Y  R E P A I R

w w w . l o y h a r n . c o m
8 4 3 . 8 8 1 . 0 1 1 1

E S TA B L I S H E D  1 9 8 0

Mount Pleasant’s Premier 
S E C O N D  G E N E R A T I O N  F A M I L Y  J E W E L E R
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