
DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
2014

®

HolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappenings
From Parades to Great Gifts 

Couture 
and Cuisine 

FOOD AND FASHION

DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

Giving Back to the WorldGiving Back to the World
THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON

Mission Members of The Catholic Diocese of Charleston.

HappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappeningsAn Awesome 
First Year 

Mayor Linda Page 



Five Generations of Tradition

�ank you to our church and community 
partners for their ministry and dedication 

both locally and globally.

J. Henry Stuhr, Inc.
Funeral Chapels & Crematory

%PXOUPXO��•��.PVOU�1MFBTBOU
8FTU�"TIMFZ��•��/PSUI�"SFB��•��/PSUIXPPET

(843) 723-2524
XXX�KIFOSZTUVIS�DPN�



DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
2014

®

Mission Members of St. Andrew’s Church.

DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

Acting Up 
THE CRAB POT 
PLAYERS

Giving Back to the WorldGiving Back to the World
ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH 

Who Drives 
Santa Around? 

Our Exclusive Interview 

Five Generations of Tradition

�ank you to our church and community 
partners for their ministry and dedication 

both locally and globally.

J. Henry Stuhr, Inc.
Funeral Chapels & Crematory

%PXOUPXO��•��.PVOU�1MFBTBOU
8FTU�"TIMFZ��•��/PSUI�"SFB��•��/PSUIXPPET

(843) 723-2524
XXX�KIFOSZTUVIS�DPN�



WeAreStAndrews.com

DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
2014

®

Mission Members of Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church.

Cleaning Up 
the Party: 

YOUR FRIENDLY 
GARBAGE MEN

Giving Back to the World
MOUNT PLEASANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Warm Up 
Your Pipes 
Lowcountry Music 

Conservatory



DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
2014

®

DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

Mission Members of Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church.

Cleaning Up 
the Party: 

YOUR FRIENDLY 
GARBAGE MEN

Giving Back to the WorldGiving Back to the World
MOUNT PLEASANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Warm Up 
Your Pipes 
Lowcountry Music 

Conservatory



As a missional church, we strive to live 
a spirit-filled life everyday of the week.

We invite you to join us on Sundays 
as we celebrate God’s word in worship:

Traditional Services: 8:15, 9:45, & 11:15 am
Non-Traditional Service - The Net: 11:15 am

Sunday School (all ages): 9:45 am

Experience the joy of building life-long relationships in a Christian 
community, nutured in our Learning Center preschool, youth groups, 

senior programs, small groups, choirs, support groups, and more.

Gather with us on Wednesday nights as we share a meal, 
fellowship, and enjoy Christian education for all ages.

If you are moved to serve, help us assist those in need, locally 
and globally, through life-changing missions. As we go out into

the world, may you see the face of Christ in every person you meet. 
And, may everyone you meet see Christ in you.

Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church
A Missional Church

302 Hibben Street, Mount Pleasant
(843) 884-4612  |  www.mppc.net

Let’s live
    everyday
as if it were Sunday.

Missions Gift Giving 
WISE GIVING

Life changing, alternative gift giving
catalogs are available Nov. 16.

Holiday Worship Schedule

Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving Day Service, 10:00 am

Wednesday, December 3
Family Advent Workshop, 6:15-7:30 pm

Sunday, December 7
Cantata, 9:45 & 11:15 am
Regular Services, 8:15 am & The Net

Wednesday, December 10
Children’s Choirs Concert, 6:30 pm
Congregational Carol Sing 

Wednesday, December 17
Christmas Eve Service for Travelers, 
6:30 pm

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Services
Family Services, 3:00, 4:00 pm
Lessons & Carols, 6:00, 8:00, 11:00 pm
(Communion, Candles)

Sunday, December 28
One Worship Service, 10:00 am

Visit www.mppc.net 
to learn more about Mount Pleasant 
Presbyterian Church, PC (USA).

MPPC Mission
- Equipping our church family

- Engaging every member in ministry

- Following God’s call into the world

- To transform Mt. Pleasant into a   
  Christ-like community
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We’re caring for your whole family.

Accepting new Patients (both adult and child)
Call 843.792.2000 to schedule an appointment

NOW OPEN
BEN SAWYER 
PRIMARY CARE
1440 Ben Sawyer Plaza
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
OFFICE HOURS:   
Monday – Friday  
8:00AM – 5:00PM

Dr. Greg Perron
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Dr. Melissa Ellis-Yarian
Board Certified in Family Medicine



The Lowcountry’s Premier Non-Surgical Sports Medicine Practice

Dr. Andy McMarlin
World-class athlete, U.S. 
Olympic team physician, former 
team doctor for major league 
baseball and soccer teams, and 
your physician at Winning Health

CALL WINNING HEALTH 
FOR AN EVALUATION AT 

(843) 471-0375

At Winning Health, Dr. Andy McMarlin is going to take the time to listen and understand you. And 

he’s going to use the most advanced, non-surgical therapies available to help you get better—

the same excellent level of care he has given to professional and Olympic athletes throughout his 

career. Whether it’s overcoming an injury, helping your kids get ready for their favorite sports, or 

keeping up with your grandchildren, Dr. McMarlin will help you live your best life.

966-E Houston Northcutt Boulevard, Mount Pleasant |www.WinningHealth.MD

LESS PAINFUL ARTHRITIS CARE

ACTIVE CONCUSSION MANAGEMENT BY THE EXPERT

CARE FOR YOUR NEW AND CHRONIC INJURIES

We’re caring for your whole family.

Accepting new Patients (both adult and child)
Call 843.792.2000 to schedule an appointment

NOW OPEN
BEN SAWYER 
PRIMARY CARE
1440 Ben Sawyer Plaza
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
OFFICE HOURS:   
Monday – Friday  
8:00AM – 5:00PM

Dr. Greg Perron
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Dr. Melissa Ellis-Yarian
Board Certified in Family Medicine



Coastal Premier Homes, LLC an independent franchise

For more information call:
Sharon Cassidy
843-901-1590

Now building in Daniel Island, Dunes West, and on customer owned property in the Greater Charleston area. 

Now Open
Come tour one of the �nest model homes in the Carolinas, 

the new Port Royale, in Daniel Island 
With the opening of our new Port Royale model, located at 117 River Green Place in Daniel Island, you 

have an opportunity to experience the elegance, craftsmanship and lasting value of an Arthur Rutenberg Home. 
Our model homes represent �ne examples of our award–winning Plan Collection of home designs, 

each of which can be customized to �t your lifestyle.
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1204 Two Island Court • Mount Pleasant, SC • www.PleasantFamilyDentistry.com

Pleasant Family Dentistry has given the gift of good 
oral health in Mount Pleasant for the last 25 years. 
Our team of highly trained providers specializes in 
progressive dentistry that can improve a smile in  a 
single visit. Patients can always expect a comfortable 
experience with the confidence our decades in 
dentistry and stellar reputation afford. This holiday 
season we are especially thankful for the Lowcountry 
families who put their trust in us to provide the very 
best in dental services. 

With evening and Saturday hours, we can accommodate 
any busy schedule! Call today and let us show you 
have we take dentistry to the next levee. Let us make 
you shine this season!

(843) 654-4679

Pleasant Family
D E N T I S T R Y

Mention this ad when you schedule an appointment 
before Dec. 31 to claim your gift!

FREE BOX of Sheer White,  Professional 
Strength Whitening Strips

Happy Holidays!

Dr. Rick Jackowski Dr. Rob Carimi Dr. Greg Johnson
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Cultivate your creative side and express your personal style with tile.

4�3 Long Point Rd. • Mt. Pleasant • �43-��1-�911
www.BucLhannonBrothers.com • LiLe us on FacebooL
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THERE’S NO DOUBT ABOUT IT  THIS IS A VERY SPECIAL  
time of the year.   
     �e feelings we experience now cannot be duplicated at any other 
time of year. Families and friends plan their schedules so they can 
spend time together. Giv-

ing and forgiving seem to be the topics 
of discussion, no matter what your 
beliefs or lifestyle.  
 We’ve really been looking forward 
to giving you the November/December 
Mount Pleasant Magazine. Our last ef-
fort of the year has always been known 
as our “Biggest Heart” issue. Look 
inside and you’ll see just how big East 
Cooper residents’ hearts really are.  
 �e 2014 Biggest Heart issue of 
Mount Pleasant Magazine was hatched 
this past February at Christ Our King. 
Cathy and Ed Hunnicutt asked me to 
attend a fundraiser for the Catholic 
Diocese mission trips to Guatemala. To 
be honest, I really wasn’t that interest-
ed. Cathy kept emailing and calling me 
about this event, and I �nally commit-
ted to attending.  
 Although my interest level was 
low, I wanted to explore what Ed 
and Cathy were so excited about. Not long after I arrived, I was engulfed by the 
positive energy and enthusiasm of the other people in attendance. As members of 
Christ Our King got on the stage and told their story, it was obvious that going 
on a mission trip was a very emotional and constructive way of giving. I also 
recognized that by helping people in the villages and rural areas, the mission vol-
unteers were able to attain a level of satisfaction that is hard to achieve in other 
forms of giving.  
 I left Christ Our King with an idea that eventually morphed into what you are 
now reading on your computer or mobile device or holding in your hand. No mat-
ter your faith, race, age or where you once lived, giving and forgiving are always 
the best ways to approach every day, no matter what time of year it is.  
 Since faith can be an engaging subject, I’d love to hear how you feel about our 
covers and the way we approached this subject. Email me at Publisher@Mount-
PleasantMagazine.com or let our 15,000 Facebook fans and the world know. 
Friend us at www.Facebook.com/MountPleasantMagazine.  
 As always, thanks for reading what we love to do – Mount Pleasant Magazine. 
And don’t forget to send your friends and family members to our digital version at 
www.MountPleasantMagazine.com/green. 

Until next issue,

—  B I L L  M A C C H I O

 Publisher
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A writer, photographer, marketer 
and lover of all things creative, 
Kalene McCort brings a fresh 
perspective to every medium 
she pursues. She has called both 
Florida and Colorado home, and 
she now feels fortunate to have 
recently planted her feet on the 
Carolina coast. Her work has 

appeared in �e Orlando Sentinel, �e Sun-Sentinel, 
Chicago Tribune-owned Metromix, �e Sanford Her-
ald and �e University of Colorado’s Research Innova-
tions Magazine. 

After graduating from Francis 
Marion University in Florence in 
May 2014 with degrees in History 
and Sports Journalism, Lillian G. 
Miller is looking for the next step 
in her career. A lover of all sports, 
she hopes to one day land a job 

in radio or on television broadcasting the games. For 
now, she is working at the Islander, a restaurant on 
Daniel Island, and as the assistant to the editor of 
Mount Pleasant Magazine. She is the middle child 
of three girls and the blessed owner of a dachshund 
named Lulu. She enjoys spending her free time 
watching and playing sports, reading and drawing. 
Lillian lives in West Ashley with her older sister, 
Samantha.

William Quarles is a freelance 
photographer and kitchen/bath 
designer. His designs and photog-
raphy have appeared in regional 
and national publications. He 
previously worked in the adver-
tising, graphics and commercial 
exhibit business for 27 years. He 
is married with three children and 

two grandchildren. He has lived in Mount Pleasant for 
12 years.

Our Contributors

1101 Stockade Lane (Hwy 17N)  |  Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464  |  843.388.4302  |  so lmtp leasant .com  |     SOL Mt. Pleasant  |      SOLMtPleasant

November &  December
SOL Events

One Year Anniversary
— November 10th - 15th —

Holiday Gathering Spot
— Book your Party & Catering —

New Year’s Eve
— 2015 here we come! —

Simple. Local. Made to order.
This is the soul of a

great neighborhood restaurant.

1 6  C r a f t  B e e r s  o n  T a p
N e a r l y  6 0  P r e m i u m  T e q u i l a s

W i n e  &  H a n d - C r a f t e d  C o c k t a i l s

Lunch | Dinner | Sunday Brunch
Tequila Thursdays | Weekend Music



THE LENGTHS WE GO TO AT MOUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE TO 
provide  our readers with an engaging portrait of life in East Cooper are always surpris-
ing, no matter how many issues I’ve put together. Just a few days before this edition 
went to press, for example, I found myself chasing a garbage truck around the Old Vil-
lage, along with Brian, my co-managing editor, to get the best photos possible for our 

Warriors of Waste feature starting on page 24. It was important to me, to Brian and to our publisher, 
Bill, to accurately represent how these guys keep our town clean and what a fantastic job they do.  
 I suppose it’s a common theme around East Cooper – to go to great lengths when you care 
about something. In fact, you could say that’s the theme of this holiday issue. �e four church 
groups represented on our �rst multi-cover (the Catholic Diocese of Charleston, St. Andrew’s, 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian and Seacoast) care deeply about their international mission work; their volunteers bring 
educational, medical and nutritional assistance from the Lowcountry to those in need.  
 A hearty thanks goes out to Jenn Cady, who captured a few of the volunteers feeling festive – turn to page 35 to �nd 
out who they are. You’ll also encounter a slew of other locals who enjoy the spirit of giving – from ECCO’s volunteers to 
the smiling faces who host families at CrossBridge Ministries.  
 For another way to feel the holiday spirit, feast your eyes on our 2014 Food and Fashion spread on page 65. My 
contributing editor, Stacy E. Domingo, did a superb job orchestrating these shoots, and my gratitude goes out to our 
models, restaurants, boutiques and photographers.  
 We hope you thumb through this issue and feel inspired to give with your whole heart and celebrate to the fullest this season. 
�anks to our readers, we’re �nishing another fantastic year at Mount Pleasant Magazine and looking forward to 2015. 

Yours,
DENISE K. JAMES 
Managing Editor
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From the Managing Editor
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 “Great stu�. Need more stories like this one (Fearless and Ferocious, September/October 2014).” 
 
-Michael 
via MountPleasantMagazine.com  
 
 “�ank you for that awesome editorial on Norm you wrote in Mount Pleasant Magazine (Publisher’s Note, July/
August 2014). You touched the kids and me with your thoughtful story. He was such a strong �gure in our lives, and it’s 
really hard to let him go. 
 
 �ank you for being so thoughtful and such a good friend. Our family was truly touched.” 
 
Fondly, 
-Chris, Magenta and Kai  
via handwritten note  
 
 “Love it! (September/October 2014 cover) Really good job, Dana. Always love your art!” 
 
-Jan Shealy Wallen Truesdale  
via Facebook.com/MountPleasantMagazine

Send your letters to Mount Pleasant Magazine. Email your contact information (name, phone, mailing address) to Editor@MountPleasantMagazine.com. 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity. We look forward to your feedback.

We love feedback from our friends, whether it comes from our Facebook page (facebook.com/MountPleasantMagazine) or by 
email, snail mail or MountPleasantMagazine.com. Letters are edited for length and clarity.

Notes from Friends

• 1-on-1 Personal Training
• 1-on-2 Twin Training
• 6 Person Group Classes
• Certifi ed & Credentialed Trainers
• Injury Prevention & Rehabilitation
• Online Scheduling/Payments 
  for Convenience
• Month to Month Commitment
• Holiday Gift Certifi cates Available

BELLE HALL SHOPPING CENTER  |  620-C LONG POINT ROAD  |  MT. PLEASANT, SC 29464  |  843.345.9493  |  F I T N E S S N O W I N F O . C O M

GET
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Fine Art.
 
That’s not something you normally say 
about dentistry, is it?

Park West Dentistry is different. 
With Dr. Amanda Seay’s clinical 
expertise, matched with her  
aesthetic artistic talents, we 
believe our dentistry combines art 
and science beautifully. Dr. Seay 
performs cosmetic and restorative 
dentistry and delivers an exceptional 
patient experience. From the  
fundamentals to complex procedures, 
her work is extraordinary, functional  
and a work of art. As an Accredited
Dentist of the American Academy of  
Cosmetic Dentistry (1 of 359 in the 
World), photography plays an  
important role in making this type 
of dentistry happen.  
 

What does that mean for you? 
It means you’ll join us in the  
photography studio, take part in the 
sculpting process, and change your 
smile into your own work of art.  
It means our dentistry is redefined. 
Visit Park West Dentistry for a 
different side of dentistry.
 

Now accepting new patients.  

3404 Salterbeck Street     Suite 202    Mount Pleasant, Sc     

 Nationally Ranked
Top 25 women

in dentistry

Internationally recognized

One of 359
AACD Accredited Dentists

Inquiries:843.375.0395            WWW.AMANDASEAY.NET    
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VISIT WWW.MOUNTPLEASANTMAGAZINE.COM FOR MORE THAN WHAT YOU SEE IN THE PRINT MAGAZINE: 
more stories, more photographs and more fun stuff  in general. 

We had a fantastic time shooting Food and Fashion this year, and naturally we couldn’t 

print every single photo – so take a look at our digital gallery for even more pictures of  your family 

members, friends and colleagues looking snazzy and eating fine foods around East Cooper.  

 One of  the best parts of  celebrating the holiday season is the perspective of  children, which is 

why we gathered a few fun-to-read letters to Santa from kids who live in Mount Pleasant and the 

surrounding islands. Their wish lists are guaranteed to make you chuckle.  

 And history buffs with a soft spot for Mount Pleasant will be glad to know that the rest 

of  our Influential Icons feature, researched and written by 

contributor Pam Gabriel, appears online when you visit the link 

MountPleasantMagazine.com/InfluentialIcons. 

Web Extras
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Bosch Authorized Service Center ASE Certified Mechanics
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FREE Trip Inspection. ($48 value)

o�er expires 12/31/14

Thank You Mount Pleasant 
for 36 Years!

Let us help make your 
Holiday travels safe and sound. 
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An 
Awesome 
First Year

Story by Brian Sherman.
Photography by Ronnie Martinelli.

BEING MAYOR HASN’T CHANGED HER MIND 
ABOUT MOUNT PLEASANT
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L       
INDA PAGE DOESN’T MIND AN 
honest debate, a good argument 
or even a heated discussion. As the 
mayor of the ninth fastest growing 
municipality in South Carolina and 
a longtime business owner, she’s had 
to serve as somewhat of a referee, 

nurturing compromise between those who want to control 
but encourage the town’s incredible rate of development 
and those who still see Mount Pleasant as tree-lined 
country roads and rustic Shem Creek rather than two-lane 
roundabouts and modern apartment complexes. 
 What does rankle Page just a tad is people who disagree 
with the direction Mount Pleasant’s leaders are moving but 
avoid engaging in conversations that lead to meaningful 
solutions. In a town that has grown from a sleepy little 
village of fewer than 2,000 people in 1950 to a booming 
metropolis of approximately 75,000 today, compromise is 
the key to controlling growth without a�ecting the quality 
of life that has lured so many people to Mount Pleasant in 
the past six-and-a-half decades. 
 “I don’t mind naysayers,” said Page, who marked her 
�rst year in o�ce on Nov. 12. “I see their point. �ey don’t 
want the character of our town gone. What I do mind is 
when they are not willing to talk about other options. We 
can agree to disagree. I can defend my beliefs and they can 
do the same thing.” 
 And although her job as mayor is o�cially a “part-time” 
gig, she has no problem at all if local residents call her 
on her cellphone and let her know what they’re thinking 
about any subject having to do with the place she has 
called home for most of her 55 years. 
 Page, a Mount Pleasant resident since she was 6 
weeks old – a year later, the Census put the population 
of the town at 5,116 – admitted that change can be a 
di�cult pill to swallow, especially for people who have 
fond recollections of Mount Pleasant as no more than a 
brief stop for motorists headed in and out of Charleston 
along Highway 17. As a member of the town council for 
four years and as mayor for one, she was not 100 percent 
behind plans to develop Coleman Boulevard as Mount 
Pleasant’s main street. But with work on another major 
phase of the project about to begin, she has embraced the 
plan as a necessary way to secure Mount Pleasant’s future. 
 �ere’s more to serving as mayor of Mount Pleasant than 
keeping the peace at Council meetings, and there are more 
issues to deal with than Coleman Boulevard, from recreation 
to trees to taxes. �e owner of Page’s �ieves Market since 

As mayor of 
the ninth 

fastest growing 
municipality in 
South Carolina, 

Linda Page doesn’t 
mind an honest 

debate. 
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she bought it from her parents in 1981, Page spends her days 
meeting with local organizations and individuals, attending 
ribbon cutting ceremonies for new businesses, making 
speeches and collaborating with the mayors of Charleston, 
North Charleston, the Isle of Palms and Sullivan’s Island. In 
between, she strives to keep her own business up and running. 
 “Sometimes at the end of the day I have to look at my 
calendar to remember who I talked with that day,” she 
said. “It’s hard to consider it part-time work.” 
 She added that the part-time salary that goes along with 
being mayor of Mount Pleasant limits the range of people 
who would be interested in tackling what amounts to a 
full-time position. She agreed that the job should pay more 
but stopped short of saying that the town should have a 
full-time mayor. She pointed out that the municipality’s 
day-to-day operations are handled capably by Town 

Administrator Eric DeMoura. 
 �ough Page described her �rst year as mayor of Mount 
Pleasant as “awesome,” she did note that she has faced a 
few issues related to her business, her wardrobe and her 
eating habits. She said she now is less likely to don jeans, a 
T-shirt and tennis shoes to go grocery shopping. 
 “My job is a dirty job,” she said, referring to Page’s 
�ieves Market, not to the mayor’s position. “And I’m 
not a clothes horse. Shopping is a challenge for me. 
Before I ran for mayor, I was involved in the International 
Auctioneer Championship, so I bought two good suits. 
But I’ve kind of worn them out.” 
 She added that because her schedule is so tight, meals 
also can be a challenge. 
 “It’s hard to eat a salad in the car,” she joked. “On a lot 
of days I don’t have time to sit and eat a proper lunch.” 

Mayor Linda Page, center, was on hand for the ribbon cutting ceremony at the grand opening of the White Hall Terrace Community Center in September.
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“ Other places that I have been seem to place the main focus 
on the hearing device. Your enthusiasm, follow-up care 
and support for my success in this endeavor has been very 
rewarding. Thank you Dr. Larkin!”

Mary Chambers, Isle of Palms

Advanced Hearing Care Patient

Advanced Hearing Care
900 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Ste. 101 • Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

843 .849 .8604   •  www.advhear ing.com

ADVANCED HEARING CARE 
helps Lowcountry residents hear better every day!

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT OR DEMONSTRATION 
for yourself, a friend or family member.

Dr. Mary Anne Larkin
Board Certified Audiologist
Over 30 Years Experience Preferred Blue Cross and

Blue Shield Provider
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 So besides racing from event to 
event and meeting to meeting and 
eating on the run, what’s in store for 
Mayor Linda Page and the town of 
Mount Pleasant during the next three 
years of her current term? She said 
she will concentrate on bringing “true 
economic development” to Mount 
Pleasant, which means attracting 
more businesses and professionals. 
 “I want a community where 
everyone has the opportunity I have: 
to work close to home,” she said. “It 
means more than just hospitality and 
tourism jobs.” 
 She added that she hopes to do 
more for senior citizens, the area’s 
fastest growing demographic, and to 
convince the Charleston County School 
District that, with the population of 
East Cooper booming, another high 
school and another middle school 
are necessary. And then there are 
Mount Pleasant’s roads, a major topic 
of discussion, especially during the 
morning and evening rush hours. �e 
mayor said three major projects are 
in the works: Hungryneck Boulevard 
will be extended north, �rst to Hamlin 
Road and then to Porchers Blu�; 
a road will connect Ri�e Range to 
Hungryneck; and Long Point Road 
will be realigned for safety reasons 
where it meets Highway 17 and Old 
Georgetown Road.  
 “Tra�c has to do with quality of 
life,” Page said. “If there’s a lot of tra�c, 
businesses won’t come here. Everything 
that improves the �ow of tra�c makes 
this a better place to live.” 
 In Linda Page’s mind, there is 
no better place to live than Mount 
Pleasant, South Carolina. She said 
serving as mayor for a year has only 
enhanced her image of the town and 
the people who live here. 
 “I have a better understanding 
of how diverse the people of 
Mount Pleasant are and a better 

understanding of their talent,” she 
commented. “�e people who live 
here have run companies, written 
books and produced movies. People 
make the place.” 
 Page said she hopes to retire from 
her business, which her two children 
help run, in about four years, though 
she wouldn’t say exactly how long 
she would like to remain in politics. 
She did point out that she would 
someday like to write a novel and 
possibly a children’s book about 
how animals are a lot like humans. 
A protagonist might be a narcissistic 
goose her family once owned. 
�e bird was in love with its own 
re�ection, going as far as to attack 
cars with shiny hubcaps. 
 For now, she will be content with 
her packed calendar and balancing 
her responsibilities as business 
owner and mayor. Among her 
more interesting duties was a recent 
meeting with businessman and former 
presidential candidate Ross Perot, 
who was in Mount Pleasant to kick 
o� fundraising e�orts for the National 
Medal of Honor Museum at Patriots 
Point. She said Perot called her later 
from his cellphone, but, because he 
has Secret Service protection, she was 
unable to save his number on her 
phone. Regrettably, she won’t be able 
to call him back. 
 However, if you live in Mount 
Pleasant, you can get in touch with 
your mayor any time you want to. 
Give her a call on her cellphone if 
you’d like to voice your opinion on 
just about any topic having to do with 
Mount Pleasant, from the two-lane 
roundabout that will be built where 
Ben Sawyer, Coleman and Chuck 
Dawley boulevards meet to the 
allowable height of buildings at Sea 
Island Shopping Center and Moultrie 
Plaza. �at number is 843-729-5406. 
She’ll be glad to hear from you. 
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SANITATION WORKERS DO THEIR 
JOB IN RELATIVE OBSCURITY

Story by Bill Farley
Photos by Brian Sherman.
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I
N COMMUNITIES   
great and small throughout 
this land, hosts of indi-
viduals and groups, both 
in the public and private 
sectors, labor tirelessly day 
in and day out to make 

our cities, towns, villages and hamlets 
work. �ese unsung heroes handle 
responsibilities we either cannot or 
choose not to handle for ourselves. In 
many instances, the men and women 
who perform these important func-
tions are nameless and faceless to us, 
and, more often than not, they are 
barely noticed as they go about ac-
complishing their essential tasks. 
 One such group of behind-the-
scenes heroes are the workers and 
supervisors of Mount Pleasant’s 
Sanitation Division. Under the overall 
supervision of Jody Peele, the town’s 
director of public services, and the di-
rect oversight of Division Chief Dave 
Behrens, the 44 men – there have 
been women on the job but there 
are none presently – are responsible 
for collecting and disposing of the 
mountains of household trash, severed 
tree limbs, garden debris and miscella-
neous refuse generated 365 days a year 
by households from Remley’s Point to 
Carolina Park. 
 During their work week, they roll 
out into the streets of Mount Pleasant 
armed with an array of sophisticated 
mechanized tools they use to rid local 
residents of just about everything they 
no longer need or want. 
 �ese frontline troops in the war 
against garbage consider themselves 
among America’s �rst respond-
ers – and with good reason. While 
they labor thanklessly through good 

K afon Moultr ie,  le f t ,  and 
Evan Thompson are  t wo of 

the heroes  of  Mount 
Pleasant ’s  Sanitat ion 

Div is ion.

Fred Wi l l iams.
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weather and bad, they are truly appre-
ciated when disaster strikes. Follow-
ing a hurricane or other catastrophe, 
residents welcome policemen and 
�remen to restore civil order and deal 
with �res and collapsed buildings, but 
they rarely give much thought to the 
importance of removing rubble and 
garbage that would otherwise become 
sources of disease and impediments to 
the recovery process. 
 Sanitation workers perform one 
of the most perilous jobs in America, 
handling increasingly heavy loads 
daily and frequently dealing with 
hazardous materials. How dangerous 
is the job? �e fatality rate is more 
than double that of police o�cers 
and sheri�s. 
 What’s the greatest danger to 
sanitation workers? �e most com-
mon factor contributing to serious 
injuries and deaths isn’t the physi-
cal demands of the job or work-
ing around heavy equipment. It’s 
impatient drivers who pass garbage 

trucks on narrow roadways, unin-
tentionally striking and injuring or 
even killing the orange-safety-vested 
men or women. 
 “�ere are de�nite dangers in 
working for the Sanitation Division, 
and every day I stress to my team the 
importance of safety,” Behrens said. 
“But every time I meet with my men, 
I also reinforce to them that, in many 
ways, they have one of the best jobs in 
the world.” 
 “�ey work outdoors,” he added, 
“and they get tremendous physical 
exercise.” 
 Not everyone is still at home when 
the trucks roll at 7 a.m. four days a 
week, but there’s no doubt that those 
who give it a moment’s thought truly 
appreciate the work done by the sani-
tation crews. 
 “Children are especially respon-
sive,” Behrens said. “�ey’re fascinated 
by the noises and the action of the big 
trucks, and they wave and beg for a 
blast on their air horns.” 

 One mother, he said, asked her 
regular route men never to be late 
because her young son refuses to get 
ready for school on trash day until the 
truck comes by. 
 Self-styled stay-at-home-mom 
Rebecca Bryant of Hamlin Plantation, 
who came out to greet her friends on 
their truck on a recent cold and rainy 
morning, perhaps exempli�es people 
who consider their sanitation crew to 
be “family.” 
 “�ey are awesome, just the 
best,” she said, adding that she, like 
many others she knows, is quick to 
o�er the workers cold water on a 
steamy South Carolina day or some 
cookies or brownies baked especially 
for them. 
 It’s no surprise that sanitation 
workers are held in high regard by 
those of us who actually see them 
hard at work, although people gener-
ally have little idea exactly how they 
do their jobs. Behrens and his supervi-
sors oversee skilled heavy equipment 
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operators – who drive the trucks and also jump 
down to handle containers – as well as labor-
ers, often spotted riding on the outside of the 
garbage truck. �eir primary responsibility is 
retrieving containers and emptying them into 
the vehicles’ capacious hoppers. 
 In addition to these “typical” sanitation ve-
hicles, Mount Pleasant operates two-man side-
loaders, which can handle both sides of a street 
at each stop, boom trucks and the distinctive 
“claw machine,” which grasps and disposes of 
large, heavy roadside loads. 
 Each truck handles more than 700 residen-
tial stops each day, �nishing every run with as 
much as 12 tons of trash that has been picked 
up, loaded and compressed by huge blades in-
side the vehicle’s bin. Its route �nished, a truck 
heads to the Charleston County land�ll. 
 Because of the nature of their contents and 
the rigorous outdoor work the trucks do, they 
are thoroughly washed and cleaned at least 
twice each week for hygienic reasons and so 
they can present a well-maintained appearance 
to town residents and visitors alike. 
 Behrens pointed out that if residents are 
disabled or have some other problem that keeps 
them from putting their containers out, the 
town’s sanitation workers will go out of their 
way to lend a helping hand.  
 Sanitation is a physically demanding, dirty, 
noisy, dangerous job that too often goes unap-
preciated simply because it’s so “routine” and 
e�cient that it’s taken for granted. Yet the job 
is accomplished daily in Mount Pleasant by a 
team that operates with military precision and 
choreographed grace. 
 Mount Pleasant Sanitation is respon-
sible for the brown refuse containers and 
the heaps of other discards people pile on 
their curbs, secure in the knowledge that at 
the end of collection day, they will be gone. 
Meanwhile, Charleston County deals with 
the blue containers designated for paper 
goods and other recyclables. 
 And you’re looking out your window on 
trash day and wondering whether your garbage 
has been picked up yet, look carefully at your 
brown container. If its handle is facing you, your 
trash is gone. If it’s facing the street, Mount 
Pleasant’s warriors of waste are on the way. 
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Feeling Good

The Perfect Location
MUSC Opens Branch in 

Ben Sawyer Plaza

M       
USC HEALTH PRIMARY CARE     
is celebrating the recent opening 
of a new practice, Ben Sawyer 
Primary Care, that will make 
it easier for Mount Pleasant 
residents to visit their family 
doctor. 

 According to MUSC leadership, plans 
for the new o�ce have long been in the 

works. �e new site, at 
1440 Ben Sawyer Plaza, 

just around the corner from the BI-LO 
grocery store, was determined to be a great 
location to serve Mount Pleasant and the 
islands. MUSC Health Primary Care will 
continue to expand its reach. 
 “Ben Sawyer is the �rst of our new 
branches. �ere are more to come,” 
said Ginny Gamble Taylor, business 
development and operations manager for 
MUSC. “Most people think of MUSC 
for critical care and trauma, but we o�er 
everyday care as well.” 
 Patients at the new location can expect 
to see one of two physicians who will lead 
the team of health care professionals – Dr. 
Gregory Perron and Dr. Melissa Ellis-Yarian.  
 Dr. Perron attended the University 
of Virginia as an undergraduate and the 
Washington University School of Medicine 
in St. Louis, Missouri. After receiving his 
medical degree in 1997, he completed his 
residency at Malcolm Grow Medical Clinics and Surgery 
Center at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland. He 
currently lives in Mount Pleasant with his wife and has 
spent the last several years practicing at MUSC Health 
East Cooper in Mount Pleasant.  
 Dr. Ellis-Yarian completed the Duke University 
Family Medicine Residency program. She originally 
settled in the Lowcountry in 2008 to serve as a �ight 

surgeon at Joint Base Charleston. She now lives in 
Mount Pleasant with her husband and two dogs. 
 “I’m excited to serve my friends and neighbors,” Dr. 
Ellis-Yarian said. “I live two miles from the clinic, shop at 
the stores around it and drive right past it on my way to 
visit the beach on Sullivan’s Island. It’s home for me, and 
that makes the job all the more special.” 

 Dr. Ellis-Yarian said the location is also 
exciting because it’s near schools, grocery 
stores and residential neighborhoods.  
 “We’ll be serving an area that right now, 
quite frankly, is underserved. Visiting Ben 
Sawyer Primary Care will save time for a lot 
of families in the area.”  
 Her focus, and that of any primary care 
physician, extends beyond the here-and-
now, Dr. Ellis-Yarian said.  
 “Your family doctor is the only one 
looking at the big picture. In a world with 
more medical technology, specialties and 
subspecialties than ever before, family 
doctors have never been more important to 
the individual patient,” she said.  
 She added that serving the medical 
needs of friends and neighbors gives her 
the opportunity to establish personalized 
treatment plans. 
 “As a family doctor, we get to know 
our patients on a personal level. We know 
what they do and how they live,” Dr. Ellis-
Yarian explained. “Ultimately, we work to 
empower our patients to be as healthy and 

happy as they can be.” 
 �is long-term relationship between patient and 
doctor is what moves patients beyond health care and 
toward prevention and wellness, she said.  

Ben Sawyer Primary Care is open Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For information or to 
make an appointment, call 843-876-8333. 

BY  S A R A H  LY N C H

Dr. Melissa Ellis-Yarian

Dr. Gregory Perron
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 She added that serving the medical 
needs of friends and neighbors gives her 
the opportunity to establish personalized 
treatment plans. 
 “As a family doctor, we get to know 
our patients on a personal level. We know 
what they do and how they live,” Dr. Ellis-
Yarian explained. “Ultimately, we work to 
empower our patients to be as healthy and 

happy as they can be.” 
 �is long-term relationship between patient and 
doctor is what moves patients beyond health care and 
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Ben Sawyer Primary Care is open Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For information or to 
make an appointment, call 843-876-8333. 

BY  S A R A H  LY N C H

Dr. Melissa Ellis-Yarian

Dr. Gregory Perron
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E       
VEN SCHOOL KIDS WHO CAN’T  
seem to memorize their times tables can 
name all those mythical reindeer who 
pulled Santa’s sleigh in the iconic poem, 
“Twas the Night Before Christmas.” 
�ere are Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, 
Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donder, Blitzen 

and, for just about anyone born after the 1950s, Rudolph, 
too. Bob or Tom or Jake or Willie? 
Never heard of ’em. 

     Of course, that’s a bit di�erent here in Mount Pleasant. As 

of this writing, the exact identity of who will take the reins of 
the jolly old elf ’s “sleigh” from those eight tiny reindeer is not 
known, but kids enjoying the 2014 Christmas parade Dec. 14 
can be sure he’ll be one of the �re�ghters from the �rst shift at 
Station #1 on McCants Drive. 
 �is year, whoever draws the plum assignment of 
carrying Kris Kringle along the parade route in the bucket 
or platform of a gleaming red aerial ladder truck will be 
continuing a tradition that began with the �rst celebration 
back in 1996. 
 According to Mount Pleasant Fire Chief Herbert 

BY  B I L L  FA R L E Y 

Chariot of FireÄghters 
Santa .ets a 3iMt Mrom 

Mount 7leasant»s /eroes

Photos  cour tesy  of  the town of  Mount  Pleasant .

The culmina-
t ion of  the Fire 
Depar tment ’s 
extra work on 
the Christmas 

Parade is  when 
Santa rol ls  by.
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Williams, his entire department 
looks forward to its key role in the 
gala caravan of yuletide �oats along 
Coleman Boulevard from Pelzer Drive 
to the Sea Island Shopping Center. 

�ere’s Santa’s driver, of course, who 
pilots the huge truck as Santa waves 
to his youthful – and not so youthful 

– admirers from his lofty perch in the 
much-awaited �nale to the two-hour-
long, 100-�oat procession. 
 According to the �re chief, all 
of the town’s vital service divisions, 
including police and sanitation, are 
deeply involved in making the annual 
celebration the smash success it has 

become – �e parade was recently 
named one of the top 20 attractions in 
the region by the Southeast Tourism 
Society – but the lead role de�nitely 
falls to the stalwart smoke-eaters. 
 On parade night, the Mount 
Pleasant Fire Department is responsible 
for a host of tasks, from providing the 

The Mount  Pleasant  Recreat ion Depar tment  a lways  comes up with a  popular  parade entr y.
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uniformed honor guard and hiring and 
supervising the pyrotechnic team that 
sets o� the �reworks display signaling 
the start of the parade to setting the 
order of the �otilla of colorful mobile 
displays and inspecting each one for 
safety. No loose electrical connections 
or open �ames, please! 
 Fire�ghters also help block roads; 
roam the �reworks area in a “brush 
truck,” seeking errant skyrocket 
embers; provide emergency medical 
services with paramedics on bicycles 
to speed them to wherever they are 
needed; and, of course, stringing the 
myriad lights that festoon their own 
massive “Santamobile.” 
 Topping this e�ort o�, the 
department also supplies its very own 
Santa stand-in to represent Father 
Christmas in his journey along the 
parade route. �e Fire Department 
owns not one but two complete 
Santa out�ts, and, in addition to the 
parade, uses them to make numerous 
pre-Christmas appearances at venues 

throughout town. 
 In fact, said Nicole Harvey, 
special events planner for the Mount 
Pleasant Department of Cultural 
A�airs and Tourism, the spectacular 
parade is actually the culmination 
of a festive Christmas weekend of 
activities that include a free screening 
of a seasonal motion picture – “Elf!” 
has been a popular choice – and a 
holiday market and craft show at the 
Farmers Market Pavilion. �e Fire 
Department will also be on hand 
at all these events, bringing Santa 
and also standing by to handle any 
dangerous contingencies. 
 �ere’ll be plenty of excitement 
and surprises as this year’s renewal 
of the town tradition continues and 
businesses, social groups and more 
view for the applause and accolades 
of the estimated 25,000 spectators 
expected to be on hand. Congressmen, 
senators, a two-star general, the 
Wells Fargo stagecoach, the famous 
Budweiser Clydesdales, the Wando 

High School marching band and 
the Charleston Police Department 
Fife and Drum Corps are among the 
“stars” of past parades. One thing is 
certain: People will begin arriving 
along Coleman Boulevard as early as 7 
a.m. on parade day to stake out prime 
viewing spots. 
 According to Training Division Chief 
Shaun Simpson, the culmination of all 
the Fire Department’s extra work on the 
Christmas Parade is when Santa rolls by.  
 “�e joy comes in the end when 
you see a �re truck with all its lighted 
decorations and an enthusiastic, 
smiling Santa waving to all the kids,” 
he said. 
 With the Mount Pleasant Fire 
Department handling logistics, this 
year’s parade is set to go o� without 
a hitch, even minus those traditional 
eight tiny reindeer. Sadly, even 
Rudolph, too, will be sidelined again 
when this year’s gala kicks o�. After 
all, that brightly lit red nose of his just 
might be … a �re hazard! 

We have changed our name and  
location!  However, we continue to  
provide quality, comfortable den-
tistry to residents in the Mt. Pleasant 
area.  We perform a wide range of 
dental procedures from routine dental  
cleanings and check-ups to more  
advanced dental implant and cosmetic 
procedures.

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING 
NEW DENTAL PATIENTS 

AND EMERGENCIES

COME SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
1077 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Mt Pleasant, SC 29464 

843.884.0335  |  www.smilingoakdentistry.com

"vwce �ours\ 
Mon�Thur 

nčM � xPM

Jeffrey J. Gardner, DMD, FAGD
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EARLY IN 2014, THE PUBLISHER OF 
Mount Pleasant Magazine called to ask if I 
would be interested in writing several pieces 
regarding local churches that do mission 
work both around the globe and locally.  

 I was thrilled with the idea. I have a background 
in television news, so I know 
�rsthand the negativity that can 

come with airing tragic events. It is with great pride 
that I am able to bring to our readers positive stories 
about people who just may be your neighbor, friend or 
co-worker. 
 I interviewed several people and found that their e�orts 
to help others began in diverse ways.  
 Pastor Anthony Kowbeidu, for example, began his 
journey in Liberia, West Africa, while Elizabeth McKenzie 
came to the Lowcountry by way of Hawaii. 
 Our area churches are the driving force behind and 

organizers of these mission trips, but there is no doubt that 
their success is a result of  Christians and non-Christians 
alike lending their time, money and expertise to help 
people who need help. 
 Seacoast Church, the Catholic Diocese of Charleston, 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church and St. Andrews 
Church are merely four of the many churches in Mount 
Pleasant that serve meals, volunteer in our schools, visit 
our jails and travel abroad.  
 Deacon Gabriel Cuervo, originally from Columbia, 
South America, and now serving in Charleston, points out 
that “we are called to serve our neighbor. It doesn’t matter 
if it is here or elsewhere.”  
 �e call to serve came and each church and parishioner 
chose to act. I hope you enjoy hearing their inspirational 
stories as much as I enjoyed writing about them. If you 
enjoy learning about the wonders of our world through 
their experiences, maybe you, too, will hear the call. 

An Inspirational 
Journey

EAST COOPER CHURCHES SERVE THE WORLD

S TAC Y  E .  D O M I N G O
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SINCE 2006, A SPIRITUALLY DRIVEN 
team of Lowcountry residents has made a 
biannual trip to Guatemala, where they serve 
the health needs of the poor. �e team con-
sists mostly of people from di�erent medical 

backgrounds, such as doctors, dentists and nurses. Regard-
less of their profession, they all share 
the need to serve others.   

 Cathy Hunnicutt, who is well-known around the East 
Cooper community as half of the Hunnicutt Real Estate 
Team with Carolina One, hosts the annual Guatemalan 
Gala, an event that raises money for Project San Pedro by 
selling items created in Guatemala.  
 “I purchased all of the items from Guatemala that 
appear in the silent auction,” explained Hunnicutt, who 
is also a licensed pediatric nurse. “�is past year, we 
brought the Sisters of Bethany, who are the principals 
of the school in San Pedro, for their �rst trip here to the 
United States. �ey got to witness the auction in person 

and it was great.” 
 Hunnicutt 
recognizes that 
local businesses 
and individuals 
are often asked to 
donate items for 
a charity, so she 
chose to think 
outside the box by 
utilizing items not 
normally found in 
the Lowcountry.  
 “It brings 
attention to the 
people of the San 
Pedro commu-
nity as well as the 
community here 

The Catholic Diocese 
of Charleston:

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES & PROJECT SAN PEDRO

S TAC Y  E .  D O M I N G O

DANIEL ISLAND  |   ISLE OF PALMS  |   SULLIVAN’S ISLAND
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Giving Back to the WorldGiving Back to the World
LOCAL MISSION GROUPS

Mission Members of Catholic Diocese.

HappeningsAn Awesome 
First Year 

Mayor Linda Page 

(Left to right): Cathy Hunnicutt, GeorgieAnn Hoerner,
Ed Hunnicutt, Dr. Brigid E. Sullivan. All participated in 
Diocese of Charleston International Ministries - 
Medical Mission for Project San Pedro.

Tw i c e  a  y e a r,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e 

Lo w c o u n t r y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  C a t h o l i c 

D i o c e s e  o f  C h a r l e s t o n  w i t h  m i s s i o n 

t r i p s  t o  G u a t e m a l a .  A s  p a r t  o f 

Pr o j e c t  S a n  Pe d r o,  t h e y  s e r v e  t h e 

m e d i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f 

t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .
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To  r e a c h  t h e  s m a l l  t o w n s  o n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  A t i t l a n ,  t h o s e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  m e d i c a l  m i s s i o n s  m u s t  f l y  f r o m  A t l a n t a ,  t a k e  a 
t h r e e - h o u r  b u s  r i d e ,  t h e n  c o m p l e t e  t h e  t r i p  b y  b o a t .

in Mount Pleasant that supports international missions,” 
she commented. 
 �e Catholic Diocese of Charleston also is an impor-
tant supporter of Project San Pedro. Comprised of the 
entire state of South Carolina, it was founded in 1820 and 
is among the oldest Catholic dioceses in the United States. 
 Deacons preach about Project San Pedro at weekend 
Masses throughout the diocese. �e project is especially 
geared toward educating children; sponsors are asked to 
contribute $25 per month take care of the educational 
needs of a speci�c child. 
 �e medical missions serve small towns on the shores 
of Lake Atitlan and in the lush, green hills of the sur-
rounding volcanic mountains in Guatemala. To get there, 
the group of no more than 34 people �ies from Atlanta, 
then takes a three-hour bus ride. After that, they must 
reach San Pedro by boat. 
 �e Catholic Diocese of Charleston recognizes the 
mandate to preach the Gospel to all people. International 
Ministries Deacon Gabriel Cuervo explained “that we 
are called to serve our neighbors. It doesn’t matter if our 
neighbor is here in our country or elsewhere. We are all 
under God, whether we live in Haiti, Guatemala or Hilton 
Head, South Carolina.” 

 Cuervo welcomes everyone to help in the international 
ministry and Project San Pedro.  
 “Even though this mission is put together by the 
diocese, it is open to all Christians. Everyone is welcome 
to come and help, whether it is �nancially, some other 
resource or a personal talent that may help the people,” he 
explained. 
 Cuervo pointed out the importance of the medical mis-
sions and �nancial sponsorships.  
 “I’ve spoken with the people in Guatemala, and they 
don’t want people from the United States to change their 
culture,” he explained. “Medical missions are what they 
want and need. �e country I come from, Colombia, is 
considered in America as a �ird World country, but never 
have I seen poverty like I’ve seen in Guatemala. And yet 
the people still smile.” 
 Hunnicutt concurs, so much so that on the last mission 
trip she took along her daughter, Sarah Jane, so that she 
could experience �rsthand the ministry work in San Pedro. 
 “�e only way out of poverty is education,” Hunnicutt 
stated. “Even in public school in Guatemala, the families 
have to pay for their books and most cannot a�ord it. I 
consider the kids I sponsor as my kids. I see them twice a 
year on the mission trips and it is exciting. �ey now have 
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some access to the Internet and social media and that helps 
our relationships to continue in the interim. It is very 
ful�lling and I’m hooked.” 
 Anyone interested in sponsoring a child can go to www.
SCCatholic.org. Under International Ministries is a link 
to Children Who Need Sponsors. �ere you’ll �nd photos 
of children who need sponsors. �is is an opportunity for 
those who cannot personally go on a week-long medical 
mission to participate in this missionary activity. 
 Also on the website are links for individuals who are 
interested in medical mission trips and a page that answers 
many of the common questions regarding international 
ministries, Project San Pedro and international missions. 

T h e  C a t h o l i c  D i o c e s e  o f  C h a r l e s t o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  m a n d a t e  t o 
p r e a c h  t h e  G o s p e l  t o  a l l  p e o p l e ,  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  i n  p l a c e s 

s u c h  a s  G u a t e m a l a .

• Esthetic Dentistry
• Crowns and Bridges
• Implant Restorations
• Endodontics (Root Canals)
• Restorative Dentistry
• Sleep Apnea and Snoring  
   Appliances
• Night Guards
• Laser Dentistry 
• Extractions
• Dentures
• Routine Dental 
   Cleanings and 
   Preventative Care

J. TED MELCHERS, III, D.M.D. LLC
LASER Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Friendly Sta�    Beautiful Smiles    
Welcoming Environment   

 Traditional Values

Located in Old Mount Pleasant 
1309 Warwick Lane, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

843.881.0668  |  drtedmelchers.com
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D r.  V i c t o r  D i a z - G o n z a l e z ,  r i g h t ,  i s  a m o n g  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  h a v e  g i v e n 
t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t  t o  h e l p  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  S a n  Pe d r o.
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH WAS ORIGINALLY 
established in 1828 and has since focused 
many of its 3,300 active members on mis-
sion work throughout the Lowcountry and 
the entire globe. 

 Anthony Kowbeidu, associate pastor for missions, 
outreach and evangelism and head 
pastor in charge at the Goose Creek 

campus, is a man who keeps his travel bag handy at all 
times. A native of Liberia, West Africa, he is passionate 
about “spreading the word of God and the bene�ts to all 
when we extend a hand to those in need.” 
 “Christian generosity brought me to this country. I was 
born to two illiterate parents on the �oor of a hut in our 
village,” said Kowbeidu. “I survived a civil war and went to 
college in the United States, all through Christian donations.” 
 Kowbeidu remembers his roots while navigating 
every path, airline �ight and dusty hotel room he is 
destined to encounter.  

 “We partner 
with 11 countries 
from around 
the world. I just 
returned from 
Liberia, where 
there has been 
14 years of civil 
war. We built a 
Christian school 
in a refugee camp, 
and, wouldn’t you 
know? Our school 
was rated number 
1 post-war by the 
Ministry of Educa-
tion,” he pointed 
out. 
 More than 400 
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Who Drives 
Santa Around? 

Our Exclusive Interview 

Front row (Left to right): Sandra Hightower, Dr. 
Anthony Kowbeidu, Shawn Dupre. Back row (Left to 
right): Sonny Dupre, Samuel Clawson, Blake 
Middleton. All have participated in several mission 
trips to Liberia.

Anthony Kowbeidu, 
a  nat ive  of  L iber ia , 

remembers  his 
roots  whi le 

navigat ing ever y 
path,  a i r l ine  f l ight 

and dust y  hotel 
room he 

encounters.
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students, all from the refugee camp 
village, attend the school in grades 
kindergarten through eighth grade. 
Next year, a ninth grade will be added. 
�e population was practicing African 
traditional religion and Islam but now 

the camp is about 85 percent Christian. 
 Mission trips require a lot of 
money, time and connections.  
 “Many feel that American missions 
will go wherever we want and impose 
on a society, but that is not true. Peo-
ple of a particular area know what they 
need most, and so we speak with the 
people or government of that country. 
�at way we know what to provide,” 
Kowbeidu explained. “Further, our 
relationships are determined by our 

three levels of partnerships, which al-
low us to establish our priorities.”  
 St. Andrew’s Church has dis-
tributed toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
school supplies, textbooks, children’s 
items and so much more. Mission 

trips can concentrate on one or more 
areas, including evangelism, medical 
and outreach programs. St. Andrew’s 
has taken its help and its message to 
places as diverse as Liberia, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Honduras and Nicaragua. 
 “Recently we distributed over 
1,000 pairs of reading glasses, and we 
have done so for the past three years. 
�ese countries don’t have a local 
drugstore down the street where indi-
viduals can pick up reading glasses,” 

said Kowbeidu. “So glasses are some-
thing we can bring to the people.” 
 St. Andrew’s works with many 
local groups as well. Love Charleston 
is the domestic mission’s arm serving 
the tri-county area. Hannah’s Hope, 

Backpack Buddies, Coastal Crisis 
Chaplaincy, East Cooper Community 
Outreach, Families Helping Families, 
Christmas Commandos, Florence 
Crittendon, Operation Home and 
many more organizations bene�t from 
the hard work of the parishioners of 
St. Andrew’s Church. 
 One way St. Andrew’s helps pay for 
its work is its largest fundraiser: Fishin’ for 
a Mission. �e event includes an auction 
and, of course, a �shing tournament.  

S t .  A n d r e w ’s  C h u r c h  h a s  t a k e n  i t s  h e l p  a n d  i t s  m e s s a g e  t o  p l a c e s  a s  d i v e r s e  a s  L i b e r i a ,  U g a n d a ,  R w a n d a ,  H o n d u r a s  a n d  N i c a r a g u a .
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 “We welcome donations for the live and silent auctions 
as well as monetary donations. �is is our biggest fund-
raiser each year and the funds allow us to keep spreading 
the word of Jesus Christ and helping people locally and 
around the world,” Kowbeidu said. 
 St. Andrew’s has joined the world community to e�ec-
tively combat the Ebola crisis in West Africa, particularly 
in Liberia, a major mission partner of St. Andrew’s. Libe-
ria. St. Andrew’s has raised more than $100,000 to help 
provide clean drinking water and medical supplies and for 
the people of Liberia.  
 “I would like to express our profound thanks to our 
members and friends who are prayerfully and �nancially 
supporting our work in Liberia in these di�cult times,” 
Kowbeidu commented. 
 To learn more about St. Andrew’s, visit the church in 
Mount Pleasant’s Old Village at 440 Whilden St. or at its lo-
cations in Goose Creek and Park Circle. For an explanation 
of the church’s three levels of partnerships for international 
missions, a full list of local charities through Love Charles-
ton, as well as service times and bios on the church’s sta�, go 
to www.WeAreStAndrews.com. 
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THE SANCTUARY AT MOUNT PLEASANT 
Presbyterian Church was built in 1854, 
and, since then, the church has served 
the community in various ways. It was a 
Confederate hospital during the Civil War 

and a school for the children of former slaves after the 
hostilities ended. 
 Today, members of Mount Pleasant Presbyterian 

Church haven’t forgotten their 
humble beginnings and have sought 

to expand the word of Christ through international and 
local missions. 
 In January 2010, the church opened its doors to Hope 
House, which is located next to the church on Hibben 
Street. Hope House provides a Christ-centered, safe, 
secure, temporary home-away-from-home for individuals 
who have a family member in an intensive care unit at a 
Charleston area hospital. 
 “Hope House has been extremely successful,” said Direc-

tor Beth Moore. 
“We average about 
a 94-percent occu-
pancy rate. It is a 
hands-on mission 
that is under our 
church’s umbrella.”
 Providing 
a safe place for 
people to visit 
their loved ones 
during a time of 
tragedy is huge 
and can only 
function with the 
help of donations 
and volunteers. 
Since opening its 
doors, more than 

Mount Pleasant 
Presbyterian Church
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Mission Members of Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church.
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Festive Food 
and Drinks 

Recipes Inside 

(Left to right): Elizabeth Griffin Moore (Hope House); 
John Christian Hage (associate pastor for missions, 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church); Thomas James 
Gault (East Cooper Faith Network); Richard K. Giffen 
(I-Beam and ITN Charleston Trident).

Wi l l  Whitsett  and 
other  Mount 

Pleasant 
Presbyter ian 

Church members 
work  to  renovate 
the Hope House.
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635 people have stayed at the Hope House.  
 “We have sponsored families with ties to MUSC, 
Roper St. Francis Hospital, East Cooper, the VA Hospital 
and the Ronald McDonald House,” Moore explained. 
 More than 40 caretakers who coordinate with social 
workers at area hospitals currently work at Hope House.  
 “Hope House falls into our desire to become a more 
mission-involved church, and we are in the early stages 
of opening another facility in the Lowcountry. It is so 
exciting to think we can make this happen. So far, every 
door we have knocked on has been opened, so we are 
happy to get the word out and discover what is next,” 
Moore said. 
 Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church has another 
mission-driven mentoring program called I-Beam that 
currently serves four public schools in the Mount Pleasant 
area and is looking to expand.  

 “Right now, we have more than 160 students with over 
200 mentors working in the program,” explained Elizabeth 
McKenzie, community initiative conductor for the East 
Cooper Ecumenical Network. “�e Ecumenical Network 
is a group of churches in the East Cooper area who are all 
committed to ending poverty.” 
 �e I-Beam program pairs an elementary school 
student with a caring adult. �ey meet once a week to 
cultivate a love for reading.  
 “Our program is really exciting and unique in our suc-
cess. �e feedback we receive from teachers is that students 
in the I-Beam program have improvement in test scores, 
classroom involvement and an increase in reading levels,” 
McKenzie said. 
 Anyone can volunteer, but everyone must be screened 
through a Charleston County School District back-
ground check. 

Brad Hanson,  E l la , 
in  h is  arms,  and 
Beth Moore.  The 

Hansons were the 
f i rst  guests  at  the 

Hope Cottage.  They 
were on their  way 

to  Seatt le  when 
Brad’s  wi fe,  K i rsten, 
required emergenc y 

surger y.
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 “If you have an hour a week, 
de�nitely check the I-Beam program 
out. You will make a di�erence in their 
life and the same will go for you. �e 
students’ faces light up when they see 
their mentors,” McKenzie commented. 
 Mentors in the I-Beam program 

and volunteers for the Hope House 
come from all di�erent backgrounds 
and are always in need. To learn more 
about either program or how you can 
help, visit Mount Pleasant Presbyte-
rian Church at www.MPPC.net or 
call (843) 884-4612. 

The perfect place to find 
a gift this season

113 Pitt Street in the Old Village

843.856.3585
www.shopoutofhand.com

organic beauty 
floral • jewleryapparel

A b o v e :  T h e  H o p e  H o u s e .  B e l o w :  J o e  M o l i n a r i  a n d  S t e v e  C r o s b y  a t  t h e  H o p e  H o u s e  d u r i n g 
a  c h u r c h  w o r k  d a y.
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The destination is wellness...Your journey begins here.

BIOKARE offers different therapies, all of which are painless, 
non-invasive, and drug-free. Our services include:

BIOKARE HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTER
123 Pitt Street  |  Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464  |  843.766.4444

www.biokarewellness.com
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Where do we get our referrals?
From other satisfied patients and...from those that have tried everything 

else (we call them medical misfits) and it hasn’t worked for them...
if you are sick and tired of being sick and tired... 

give us a call and book a  30 minute evaluation with Dr. Jesse. 
During the month of November the first 20 consults will be free of charge.

hEaLth &  wELLNESS CENtEr

Local Since 1976

883 Ben Sawyer Blvd.
(843) 884-2551

2nd Location: 
Sweetgrass Hardware
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We are proud to offer and support 43 Families
Coffee. “Coffee with a Cause” celebrating 10 
years of giving back to the cooperative in the 
mountains of Nicaragua. Their Bucks Coffee 
was formed by a small group of Christians 
following a Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church 
mission trip. The purpose is to return more 
than “fair trade” prices to the growers.
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ESTABLISHED IN 1988, SEACOAST  
Church in Mount Pleasant may well be 
considered a newcomer in the world of 
international missions in the East Cooper 
community, but the church de�nitely has 

made an impact. 
 “Our international mission plans for long-term solu-

tions are set so that we can impact 
a country for generations to come,” 

explained Jason Surratt, missions pastor for Seacoast. 
“We send about 40 mission teams a year, focusing on 
clean water, education, medical, economic development 
and church planting. We have partnered with Palmetto 
Medical Initiative, Water Missions International and local 
churches to bring hope to communities.” 
 In 2012, Seacoast Church supported Palmetto Medi-
cal Initiative in building a labor and delivery center at its 
existing health care facility that has already treated more 
than 80,000 patients in Uganda.  

 “We are work-
ing on long-term 
solutions, and, 
one way of doing 
this is by employ-
ing indigenous 
people,” explained 
Surratt. “We 
believe in commu-
nity development, 
and medical 
care is part of 
that, along with 
education, clean 
water and spiritual 
development.” 
 Matt Alex-
ander, executive 
director and co-

Seacoast Church
SERVING IN UGANDA AND NICARAGUA
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Top: Justin Vandamme - Togo, West Africa. Middle (left 
to right): Gabby Poole - Togo, West Africa; Mary Chris 
Delcioppo - Haiti; Nikki Perryman - Togo, West Africa.
Bottom (left to right): Ann-Marie Radar - Togo, West 
Africa;  Tracy Jo Medina - Togo, West Africa. 

Seacoast  Church 
seeks  long-term 

solut ions  “so that 
we can impac t  a 

countr y  for 
generat ions  to 

come.”
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founder of Palmetto Medical Initia-
tive, concurs with Surratt regarding 
the success of the labor and delivery 
center in Uganda.  
 “We partnered with Seacoast in 
the construction of the facility and 
sta�ng. It is now a Level IV hospital, 
a facility based health care provider 
of care that is delivered by trained 
nationals. Our model provides health 
care at a�ordable costs, which goes 
back into the clinic’s operating cost so 
that it is self-sustaining.” 
 “It is wonderful seeing vibrancy 
and life in one of the poorest coun-
tries,” Surratt added. “In Togo, the 
previous name where a church, well 
and school were established meant 
‘�e Village of Hell,’ but the name 
has since been changed to Sitcope, 
which means ‘�e Village of Refuge’.”  
 �e mission’s team also has worked 
with indigenous people to establish 
local churches.  S e a c o a s t  C h u r c h  h a s  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  t h e  Pa l m e t t o  M e d i c a l  I n i t i a t i v e ,  Wa t e r  M i s s i o n s 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s  “ t o  b r i n g  h o p e  t o  c o m m u n i t i e s .”



49w w w.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  w w w.ILoveMountPleasant .com |  w w w.MountPleasantHomes.com

founder of Palmetto Medical Initia-
tive, concurs with Surratt regarding 
the success of the labor and delivery 
center in Uganda.  
 “We partnered with Seacoast in 
the construction of the facility and 
sta�ng. It is now a Level IV hospital, 
a facility based health care provider 
of care that is delivered by trained 
nationals. Our model provides health 
care at a�ordable costs, which goes 
back into the clinic’s operating cost so 
that it is self-sustaining.” 
 “It is wonderful seeing vibrancy 
and life in one of the poorest coun-
tries,” Surratt added. “In Togo, the 
previous name where a church, well 
and school were established meant 
‘�e Village of Hell,’ but the name 
has since been changed to Sitcope, 
which means ‘�e Village of Refuge’.”  
 �e mission’s team also has worked 
with indigenous people to establish 
local churches.  S e a c o a s t  C h u r c h  h a s  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  t h e  Pa l m e t t o  M e d i c a l  I n i t i a t i v e ,  Wa t e r  M i s s i o n s 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s  “ t o  b r i n g  h o p e  t o  c o m m u n i t i e s .”



50 w w w.MountPleasantM agazine.com |  w w w.ILoveMountPleasant .com |  w w w.MountPleasantHomes.com

 “We really want to empower the 
local church,” Surratt explained. “�e 
credit goes to the local churches that 
will be there long after us.” 
 �e Seacoast/Palmetto Medical 
Initiative partnership plans to open a 
facility in Nicaragua this year, utiliz-
ing its resources and knowledge from 
the Uganda project and its �rst Nica-

ragua project, which was launched at 
the start of this year.  
 You can visit Palmetto Medical 
Initiative at www.palmettomedical.org 
to make donations, view descriptions 
of volunteer opportunities and �nd 
photos. 
 “PMI exists to provide quality, ac-
cessible health care to people in need,” 

said Alexander. “Missions allow you 
to be a part of something bigger than 
yourself.” 
 Both groups rely on volunteers and 
donations from corporations, busi-
nesses and individuals to make their 
mission work a reality.  
 “People and businesses that con-
tribute make an impact in a world 

T h e  S e a c o a s t / Pa l m e t t o  M e d i c a l  I n i t i a t i v e  p a r t n e r s h i p  p l a n s  t o  o p e n  a  f a c i l i t y  i n  N i c a r a g u a  t h i s  y e a r,  u t i l i z i n g  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  a n d 
k n o w l e d g e  f r o m  i t s  U g a n d a  a n d  e a r l i e r  N i c a r a g u a  p r o j e c t s .
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bigger than them,” said Surratt. “An African proverb wisely 
says: ‘If you want to go fast, go alone – if you want to go 
far, go together.’” 
 To learn how you can “go together,” visit
www.Seacoast.org for more information about the church’s 
mission trips.

Coastal

odiatry, LLC

Specialty Footcare and Reconstructive Surgery

Drs. Rahn and Tamika Ravenell and the 
sta� of Coastal Podiatry, LLC appreciates 
all you do for our city, state, country, and 
world to spread �e Gospel.  Your local 
and global mission work is truly inspiring.

Coastal Podiatry, LLC
180 Wingo Way, #201

Mount Pleasant
(843) 856-5337

Thank you  
  Seacoast Church! 
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Dr. Joanna Ghegan, MD

900 Bowman Road   •   Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
843-593-9332

You have ADHD 
questions.
We have answers.

Focus-MD is a medical practice dedicated to ADHD 
care. Let our doctors help your family move from 
frustration to focus. Contact us for more information, 
or make an appointment.

focus-md.com

 SAVE ON INSURANCE:

ONE-STOP 
SHOP.
Car

Home

Renters

Business 

Life

Motorhome 

Motorcycle

Boat
And much more…

Call me to get more for your money.
I  make  it  easy  to  protect  everything  on  your  list
and save money too. Call now and you’ll also get a
FREE  lifetime  membership  in  Good  HandsÐ
Roadside  Assistance.  Get  24/7  access  and  low,
flat rates on everything from tows to tire changes.
Call me today!

PAUL G LANGSTON
(843) 849-7477
1143 CHUCK DAWLEY BLVD
MT PLEASANT
paulglangston@allstate.com

Pay only when roadside services provided. Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Property and
Casualty  Insurance  Company,  Allstate  Fire  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company,  Allstate  Indemnity  Company,
Allstate  Vehicle  and  Property  Insurance.  Lincoln  Benefit  Life  Co.,  Lincoln,  NE  and  American  Heritage  Life
Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Co.
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All Saints Lutheran Church 
www.allsaintsmp.org 
 
Christ Church Mount Pleasant 
www.christch.org 
 
Christ Our King Catholic Church 
www.christourking.org 
 
The Church of the Holy Cross 
www.holycross.net 
 
Church at Life Park 
www.lifeparkmp.com 
 
Eastbridge Presbyterian Church-PCA 
www.eastbridge.org 
 
East Cooper Baptist Church 
www.eastcooperbaptist.com 
 
First Baptist Church of Mount Pleasant 
Fbc-life.com 

First United Methodist Church 
www.iopmethodist.com 
 
Grace Bible Church 
www.grace-bible.org 
 
Greater Goodwill AME Church 
www.greatergoodwillamechurch.com 
 
Hibben United Methodist Church 
www.hibbenumc.org 
 
Isle of Palms Baptist Church 
www.iopbaptistchurch.org 
 
Lighthouse Church Worship Center 
www.lighhousechurch.net 
 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church 
www.mppc.net 

Palmetto Presbyterian Church 
www.palmettopreschurch.org 

Point Hope United Methodist Church 
www.pointhopeumc.org 
 
Saint Peter’s Church 
SaintPeters.me 
 
Seacoast Christian Community Church 
www.seacoast.org 
 
St. Andrew’s Mount Pleasant Church 
www.wearestandrews.com 
 
St. Benedict Catholic Church 
www.stbenedictparish.org 
 
Stella Maris Catholic Church 
Stellamarischurch.org 
 
Sullivan’s Island Baptist Church 
www.sibc.us

Reaching Out
*Churches listed either operate or participate in mission work locally, statewide, nationally or internationally.

FAMILY HEALTH CARE   
for Every Generation  
At Sewee Family Medicine, our board-certified  
physicians, Dr. John Knepper and Dr. Elizabeth  
Whirrett, are honored to provide comprehensive, 
high-quality care to their neighbors in Mt. Pleasant  
and the surrounding area. 

▪  Pediatric, adolescent and adult care
▪  Preventive care ▪ Physicals 
▪ Immunizations ▪  Well woman care
▪  Labwork and diagnostic imaging
▪  Treatment of chronic health issues
▪  Urgent care ▪ Minor in-patient surgeries

874 Whipple Road, Suite 100
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

843-884-2133 ▪ SeweeFamilyMedicine.com 
Monday-Friday: 8:30 am - 5 pm

URGENT CARE ▪ Saturday: 9 am - Noon

BEST PRIMARY CARE DOCTOR 
Dr. Knepper was voted Best of Mount Pleasant 
2 years in a row!

FLU SEASON HAS ARRIVED! 
Keep you and your family healthy this season

by scheduling your flu shots today!
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SERVICES OFFERED
Cosmetic Dentistry • Restorative Dentistry • Implants

Preventive Dentistry • Crown & Bridge, including Cerec 
(same day crowns)

 
NEW PATIENTS are always welcome!

Dr. Kari Ryan and Dr. Kristi Dillard
����-PXDPVOUSZ�#MWE�•�.PVOU�1MFBTBOU
�4$������

(843) 881-1638
ESLBSJSZBO!NUQMFBTBOUEFOUJTU�DPN
www.mtpleasantdentist.com

�e Doctors and sta� at 
Kari Ryan Dentistry will put you at ease 

with their friendly and professional service.

HighEndCharleston.com

Kathy Sweet, ABR

~ Accredited Luxury Home Specialist
~ Accredited Buyer Representative

843.343.7882
KSweet@CarolinaOne.com

Private Island Homes
Harborside Luxury Condos

Custom Built Luxury Estates

�ank you Mount Pleasant 
for voting us Best Vet!2014

FREE
Initial Physical Exam for New Clients

Coupon must be present at time of service. 
Expires Decemmber 31, 2014.

�����4��.PSHBOT�1PJOU�3E�
�4UF������•�.U��1MFBTBOU�4$������
(843) 884-9838

Hours��.POEBZ�'SJEBZ��BN��QN�•�4BUVSEBZ��BN��QN
XXX�BEWBODFEBOJNBMDBSFNQ�DPN�•�XXX�GBDFCPPL�DPN�""$.1
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East Cooper 
Nonprofits Step 
Up to the Plate

R
ANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS,       
paying it forward, giving back or 
volunteering – whatever you call it, 
nothing strengthens communities 
like joining together to help others. 
�e sel�essness of spending a Satur-
day delivering food to less fortunate 

neighbors or gathering donations from your co-workers to 
purchase pet food for a local rescue 
brings people together. �e e�ort 

provides valuable experience and insight to the importance 
of goodwill. 
 �ere’s more need than ever in the Lowcountry – from 
parents unable a�ord a �anksgiving dinner for their fam-
ily to folks from across the state who need a place to stay 
while their child receives necessary treatment at the Medi-
cal University of South Carolina. Fortunately, there are just 
as many good people prepared to provide opportunities 
to get involved and make a di�erence in the lives of those 
who may be going through a crisis this holiday season. 
 Volunteer opportunities range from making a donation 
to hands-on hard work. Hundreds of local nonpro�t orga-
nizers in Charleston County will tell would-be volunteers 
that no simple act of benevolence is less important than 
any other. 
 “All we can ask is that you open your heart and be a 
light in the darkness for someone this season,” Pam Hart-
ley, co-founder of Charleston’s Basket Brigade, said. 
 Founders of these nonpro�t organizations have made it 
as easy as possible to get involved. All they need are people 
with the desire to make life a little easier for their neighbors. 
 “It’s easy to just stay in your bubble of happiness,” said 
Melissa Altman, founder of CrossBridge Ministries. “But 
there’s just so much need. �is is a reminder that everyone is 
going through something and you can make a di�erence.”

***********************************

CHARLESTON BASKET BRIGADE 
 Magical. �at’s how volunteers describe the experience of 
delivering a box of food to unsuspecting recipients.  
 It’s not just any food, though. It’s all the items one 
family needs for a traditional �anksgiving dinner – a din-
ner they would not have had otherwise. 
 “�e magic is in the delivery,” Hartley said. “�e 
excited faces of the 
children and the grati-
tude of the recipients is 
an experience that has 
been transforming for 
me and Michelle.” 
 Hartley and Mi-
chelle Scara�le, both 
local business owners, 
established the Charles-
ton Basket Brigade 
because they saw a need 
for making a traditional 
�anksgiving meal 
possible for thousands 
of needy families across 
the Lowcountry. 
 �e CBB’s �rst 
�anksgiving in 2008 
fed around 75 families. 
Since then, the foundation has grown exponentially. Now, 
thousands of volunteers step up to raise money to pay for 
the groceries, organize the goods, load the boxes and deliver 
the dinners to more than 3,000 families throughout the tri-
county area. 
 “People don’t realize how many children actually go hun-

BY  S A R A H  LY N C H

Pam Har t ley,  lef t ,  and M ichel le 
Scaraf i le  of  the Char leston Basket 

Br igade.
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gry during this holiday,” Hartley said. “We want to provide 
an opportunity for their families to be able to cook a meal 
together, sit around their table and be grateful on �anks-
giving Day.”  
 With all the delicious necessities a �anksgiving dinner 
requires, CBB also provides this anonymous message: “�is 
comes to you from someone who cares about you. All we 
ask is that you take care of yourself well enough to be able to 
do this for someone else one day.” 
 For information on how you can be a part of the magic, 
visit charlestonbasketbrigade.com.

CROSSBRIDGE MINISTRIES 
 “�is tiny little ministry was the answer to our prayers,” 
Dossie James said. 
 It may be a small organization, but there’s no denying 
CrossBridge Ministries is doing very big things. In fact, 
those involved believe it’s doing God’s work.  
 “�e words God gave to me were, ‘Where medicine 
meets ministry,’” Altman remembered as her calling to 
establish the organization. 
 Altman and James, both Mount Pleasant residents, 
work together to help the families coming from all across 
the nation to receive care at MUSC connect with basic 
everyday needs.  

 “�ese families 
are going through the 
worst time of their 
lives, and they have 
nowhere to stay and 
no one close by to 
help them out,” Alt-
man explained.  
 When it be-
came apparent that 
housing was also a 
big need for these 
families, James and 
her husband, Ben-
jie, stepped up and 
o�ered a house they 
own in Mount Pleasant as a place of refuge.   
 “We bought it in 2008 as an investment but felt led to 
pray that God would use it for His glory,” she said. 
 Soon thereafter, she said, she met Altman and felt her 
prayers had been answered.  
 “We don’t turn anyone away,” Altman said. “If the 
house is full, we will �nd hotels, hosts and even open up 
our own homes.” 
 As a nonpro�t organization, Altman said fundraisers, 
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Dossie  and Benj ie  James of 
CrossBr idge M inistr ies.
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charities and donations are a vital part of continuing the 
mission. During the Christmas season, all the children 
whose families are in the ministry will be signed up for the 
Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program. 
  “We want to help these families, not only by providing 
food and resources but by giving them a free place to stay so 
they can keep their family together,” Altman said. “It’s a joy 
to give back. It feels make me feel like I am living.” 
 Visit cross-bridge.org for more information.

OPERATION SIGHT - CHARLESTON 
 Most people wouldn’t blink at the prospect of having 
cataract surgery if it helped them see better. But for those 
who can’t a�ord the surgery, cataracts can mean living the  
rest of their lives in the dark.  
 Operation Sight - Charleston provides a chance to see 
clearly again to up to 100 Lowcountry residents – at no charge.  
 “We’ve had patients in their 30s and 40s who come to the 
surgery center unable see well enough to �ll out the necessary 
forms,” said Cindi Solomon, who founded OSC along with 
Drs. John Boatwright, Paul Herring and Kerry Solomon. 

“When they leave, they are able to go back to work and take 
care of their young children.” 
 OSC reaches out to those who have cataracts but don’t 
have private insurance and aren’t eligible for government 
assistance. �e surgery can cost up to $10,000, but, with the 
help of 14 surgeons, 80 volunteers and space in two local 
surgery centers, the foundation celebrated its 100th cataract 
surgery this year.  
 “We are thrilled to reach 100 cataract surgeries through 
this program and hope for even more next year,” Solomon 
said in a press release. 
 To accomplish its charitable mission, OSC relies on 
volunteers and donations from supporters.  
 “We are helping people who are just trying to make ends 
meet,” Cindi Solomon explained. “If we can restore their 
sight, they can improve their lives.” 
 For information about OSC or to donate, visit 
operationsight.etapwss.com. 

Dr.  Kerr y  Solomon with a  pat ient .
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George T. Holmes IV is a registered representative who o�ers securities through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-314-
4600), member FINRA, SIPC and an agent who o�ers annuity and insurance products through AXA Network, LLC. 
Investment advisory products and services o�ered through AXA Advisors, LLC, an investment advisor registered with 
the SEC.  AXA Advisors and AXA Network are a�liated companies and do not provide tax or legal advice. Oak Capital 
Management is not a registered investment advisor and is not owned or operated by AXA Advisors or AXA Network.
PPG-97019(08/14)(exp.08/16)

GEORGE T. HOLMES IV, MBA, CFP®
Retirement Planning Specialist 
501 Wando Park Boulevard, Suite 140
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
(843) 849-7878, Ext. 140
George.Holmes@axa-advisors.com
www.oakcapitalmgt.com

�e di�erence between living and 
living well comes down to a plan…
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Feature

From the Ashes of Hugo
ECCO Has Evolved in 25 Years

C       
ARTER, ONLY TWO MONTHS   
into his job as pastor of Christ Our King 
Catholic Church in Mount Pleasant, 
surveyed the damage wrought by 
Hurricane Hugo in September 1989 
and, with the help of other East Cooper 
churches, set out to take care of the 

immediate needs of local residents whose lives had been torn 
asunder by the most vicious storm 
ever to come ashore along the East 

Coast of the United States. 
 �eir e�orts birthed East Cooper Community Outreach, 
which still provides food, water and clothing for area 
residents who need these items. But in the past quarter of 
a century, ECCO has evolved into an organization more 
focused on helping people help themselves than on simply 
providing them with the staples of life. 
 According to Executive Director Jack Little, ECCO’s 
most precious commodity is hope. 
 “ECCO has been an anchor in the community,” said 
Little, who has served in his current position since 2005. 
“�e organization was designed to last a couple of weeks, 
to help people hit by Hugo. Now we help people with 
individualized plans to empower them to have a better life. 
We give them hope.” 
 ECCO will spend an entire year marking its 25th 
anniversary, from September 2014 to next August. Under 
the leadership of Dr. Vic Del Bene and his wife, Marge, 
several events already have been held, and others are 
planned. Approximately 60 people “who were there from 
the beginning,” according to Little, gathered for a Founders 
Dinner Sept. 18, and ECCO hosted a Community Day 
at Awendaw Green a few days later. More than 500 people 
enjoyed food trucks, live music and children’s activities.  
 Little pointed out that upcoming annual events will 
feature 25th anniversary themes, including ECCO’s 
Stone Soup Supper at Snee Farm in November and a golf 
tournament in May on Daniel Island. 

 Celebrating a quarter of a century in Mount Pleasant is 
important, but not nearly as big a deal as the work ECCO 
has done to replace despair with hope. �e organization, 
headquartered at Six Mile Road and Highway 17, served 
more than 8,000 low-income residents last year. In addition 
to a food pantry, emergency �nancial assistance for 
utilities and housing, and donations of household goods 
and clothing, a dental clinic is sta�ed by local dentists 
and Medical University of South Carolina students and a 
medical clinic operates with the help of nurse practitioners 
from the MUSC nursing school. ECCO also o�ers a 
prescription drug program, mammograms and con�dential 
mental health counseling. 
 Just as important are programs that teach local residents 
the skills they need to �nd and keep a job and assemble 
a budget. �is past spring, ECCO ventured outside its 
Mount Pleasant headquarters, expanding its reach to 
McClellanville, where it held classes on preparing a resume 
and interviewing for a job for Lincoln High School students 
who weren’t planning to attend college. 
 Continuing its e�orts to reach out to East Cooper’s rural 
residents, ECCO is opening a satellite o�ce in Huger that 
it will share with two other local nonpro�ts, Habitat for 
Humanity and Meals on Wheels. 
 And ECCO will continue to share its message of hope 
with the people of East Cooper. 

Rachel Vane, left, director of volunteer engagement, and Linda Grausso, director 
of operations, help fill the shelves in ECCO’s food pantry. The organization 

served more than 8,000 residents of the Lowcounty last year alone.
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“It looked like a �ird World country. People without houses, living in tents. It became apparent that even 
though the Mount Pleasant area was affluent, there were deep pockets of poverty. It was devastating.” 

– Monsignor James Carter, describing the e�ects of Hurricane Hugo 20 years later.
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Thank you for 
voting us Best 

Mount Pleasant 
Dance Studio!

(843) 884-9579
www.tapioschool.com
455 Long Pointe Rd., Suite A
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

59 years of 
teaching 

children to 
dance and 

tumble!

2014

HOMES

Visit our new Design Center at 2658 Clements Ferry Road, Charleston, SC 
and schedule a visit to our Free Energy LivingTM model home.

Call us at 843.352.2370 or visit www.amerisips.com/mp/

Experience 
FREE Energy LivingTM

Everyday in our 
Award-Winning Homes! Estimated Energy Cost Less Than $400 Annually

Winning Home: DOE Housing Innovation Award

Amerisips Zero Energy Ready Homes 
offer cost-effective, high performance 
package of energy savings, comfort, 
health, and durability...unparalleled 
in today’s marketplace.  Only a se-
lect group of builders in the country 
meet the extraordinary levels of ex-
cellence required to be named in the 
“Top 1% of U.S. Builders” by The De-
partment of Energy.  Amerisips “win-
ning» �o�e is t�e onlÞ certiwed <ero  
Energy Ready Home to be designed 
and built in South Carolina.

It’s more than 
  better vision… 

IT’S BETTER 
LIVING!

Living with cloudy, fading and 
blurred vision due to a cataract can 

really a	ect your lifestyle. Now there is the potential to 
not only eliminate your cataracts, but also allow you to 
gain more independence from your glasses and contacts! 
It’s all possible thanks to Laser Cataract Surgery, 
Advanced Lifestyle Lenses and the experience of  
Dr. Kerry Solomon. Call 843-636-5656 to schedule 
your exam today.  Medicare & most insurance accepted.

Mt. Pleasant | West Ashley | North Charleston | Summerville

843-636-5656 | drkerrysolomon.com



60 w w w.MountPleasantM agazine.com |  w w w.ILoveMountPleasant .com |  w w w.MountPleasantHomes.com

F
OR THE 
Lowcountry Food 
Bank, awareness 
is the most critical 
word in the Eng-
lish language. 
      “Letting 

people know that hunger hides and is 
often an invisible problem is impor-
tant,” said Pat Walker, the organiza-
tion’s chief executive o�cer. “Hunger 

can be challenging because it isn’t 
always easy to see, especially when it 
comes to rural areas.” 
 Last year, the Lowcountry Food 
Bank celebrated 30 years of successful 
service to the 10 coastal counties of 
South Carolina.  
 “We distributed over 21 million 
pounds of food last year,” commented 
Walker. “People are sometimes sur-
prised by the scope of our distribution 

HUNGER IN 
OUR SCHOOLS:

THE LOWCOUNTRY FOOD BANK 
SERVES UP SOME HELP

Story by Stacy E. Domingo.
Photos courtesy of the Lowcountry Food Bank.
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and how generous our communities 
really are. Our network of agencies, 
donors, volunteers and community 
partners are what make it happen. We 
couldn’t do it without them.” 
 For example, the Rotary Club of 
Mount Pleasant is a signi�cant commu-
nity partner that provides both �nancial 
support and volunteer hours for the 
BackPack Buddies program.  
 “Six years ago, we were looking for 
a way to give a signi�cant portion of 
money we raise to a singular organi-
zation that would make an impact,” 
explained Rob Crawford, president-
elect and chair of the BackPack Bud-
dies Program with the Rotary Club of 
Mount Pleasant. “We decided child-
hood hunger was vitally important, 
and it allowed us to have a hands-on, 

physical contribution that wasn’t just 
us writing a check.” 
 �e Lowcountry Food Bank 
piloted the BackPack Buddies pro-
gram in 2006 to address the speci�c 
problem of weekend hunger among 
disadvantaged, at-risk children in the 
Lowcountry. Each Friday, children 
who are identi�ed by teachers or 
guidance counselors as being in 
need are provided with a backpack 
containing easy-to-prepare food. A 
typical weekend menu consists of 
two shelf-stable containers of 1% 
milk, two whole grain cereals, two 
single serving entrees, a granola bar 
and two fruit items. 
  “I think everybody looks at 
Mount Pleasant as a whole as an af-
�uent area, but there is a tremendous 

Dan & Laura Pape

TEAM PAPE
Dan Mobile: (843) 870-4539
DPape@CarolinaOne.com

Laura Mobile: (843) 870-9073
LPape@CarolinaOne.com

www.TeamPapeSCRealEstate.com
www.BelleHallPlantation.com

1 Myrtle Blvd. $1,750,000 
Deepwater IOP Home w/Panoramic 
Views of ICW! Dock & 50’ floater w/

shore power & water.

122 Cainhoy Landing Rd. 
$1,650,000

Deepwater Riverfront Home on 1.418 
Acres. Enjoy Saltwater pool + spa; 

800’x 5’ dock w/floater!

1125 Pinefield Dr.  $1,025,000 
Lowcountry Beauty w/Dock! Executive 

Home located close to DI Marina on 
2.27 acres. Loaded w/upgrades!

628 Long Point Road
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

Ha�y Holidays
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WE BUILD DREAMS.
Professional Residential Building & Contracting

CK Custom Homes and 
Remodeling

Christopher Klick, Owner
P.O. Box 867, Mount Pleasant, SC 29465

 (P) 843.352-4975    (C) 843.343.3472 
CKcontractingSC.com

New Bridge 
Campus 

955 Houston Northcutt Blvd.
Mount Pleasant

Serving ages 3 months to 12 years.

DUNES WEST CAMPUS
3015 Dunes West Blvd

Mount Pleasant
886-5992

PALMETTO CAMPUS
88 Simons Street

Charleston
722-4339

info@sundropsmontessori.com
www.SundropsMontessori.com

New Bridge 
Campus

New Bridge 
Campus

New Bridge 
NOW

 

O
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need,” said Crawford. “Even we didn’t realize until we dug 
in deep that the need is huge.” 
 Currently, 125 children in three di�erent elementary 
schools in the Mount Pleasant area participate in the Back-
Pack Buddies program. 
 “We receive wonderful feedback from parents, school 
coordinators and community leaders,” said Walker. “One 
in four children experience hunger, so we still have a need 
to meet.” 
 Since middle school introduces a new host of hunger 
dilemmas, the Lowcountry Food Bank o�ers School Pan-
try, another program aimed at combating hunger among 
children. Since 2011, School Pantry has picked up where 
BackPack Buddies leaves o�. Each month, students receive 
a box of food – larger than the backpack – that typically 
contains items for a family of four, such as whole grains, 

proteins, canned vegetables and canned fruits. 
 “Cainhoy Elementary/Middle School in Huger cur-
rently distributes 75 School Pantry boxes a month,” ex-
plained Walker. “Judging by the growth of School Pantry, 
we know the program is an e�ective means of delivering 
food to families and children in need of food assistance. 
It also provides parental engagement between parents, 
students and their schools.” 
 �ere are many reasons to combat childhood hunger 
in our schools. Not knowing whether they’re going to eat 
regularly certainly is a problem for children, and alleviating 
this concern about hunger is just one step toward making 
life a little easier for at-risk children. 
 �rough the BackPack Buddies program, one child 
can be sponsored for an entire school year for about $150, 
while a family can be sponsored for an entire year through 
the School Pantry program for $172. 

To learn more about hunger in Mount Pleasant or to 
find out how you can make a donation, visit 
www.LowcountryFoodBank.org or call (843) 747-8146.

The Lowcountr y  Food Bank recent ly  celebrated 30 years  of 
successful  ser v ice  to  the 10 coastal  count ies  of  South Carol ina .

Discover
Hearing Aidthe

that                                      the 
Hearing Aid Industry.

that                                      the 
Hearing Aid Industry.

Revolutionized

Hearing loss shouldn’t keep you from 
communicating with those you love.

Call Today for a                      Hearing Exam!Call Today for a                      Hearing Exam!FREE
®

                                 Hearing of Charleston  
(843) 388-4853  

311 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Suite 121 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

www.ZoundsCharleston.com

��+� Never miss a moment with rechargeable aids that last all day - and  
 you’ll receive a FREE charging station.* 

��+ Have the con�dence to enjoy group conversations again with up  
 to 90% reduced background noise.

��+ Enjoy freedom from whistling and squealing with Zounds® patented 

     Dynamic Feedback Cancellation.

��+ Be in full control of your environment with a FREE personal remote  
 control including 4 pre-set convenience settings.*

Over125 Locations, Coast to Coast!



National Vineyard Will 
Visit Mount Pleasant

L       
ARY PETTERSON NEVER TIRES   
of telling the story of Lucas & Lewellen 
Vineyards. 
     Petterson is the southern regional 
manager of L&L, a family-owned 
business based in Solvang, California. 
�e vineyard stretches 400 acres across 

Santa Barbara County, with 25 di�erent grapes in the soil 
right now. �e business is named for its founding owners: 

Louis Lucas, one of the county’s �rst 
grape growers, and Royce Lewellen, 

a retired judge. Megan McGrath Gates has been director of 
winemaking since 2007. 
 But what does all this have to do with the Carolina 
Lowcountry? Petterson is bringing a taste of the vineyard 
with him when he comes to Boone Hall Plantation this 
December to participate in Wine Under the Oaks. 
 “I jumped on it as soon as I could,” he said. “�at’s 
a super cool event and I was just blown away by Boone 
Hall Plantation.” 
 Wine Under the Oaks, a holiday staple East of the 
Cooper, will be held Dec. 7 on Boone Hall’s back lawn 
and will feature wine samples from a wide range of 
distributors and wineries. �e event includes a live concert 
performance by the band Spyro Gyra; wine and cooking 
demonstrations presented by Charleston chefs; oyster 
sampling by St. Jude Farms; desserts from pastry chef 
Andrea Upchurch; complimentary “bubbles” by Biltmore 
Estate; and more. �e pro�ts from the event will bene�t 
the American Red Cross. 
 During Wine Under the Oaks, in its 11th year, the 
plantation will be festooned with holiday décor to kick o� 
the season. Jadie Ray�eld, who is in his third year as the 
event manager, said the ambience at Wine Under the Oaks 
puts people in “the festive spirit.” 
 “It’s the only event where you get a classic band, 
exemplary wines and great chefs – to bring all that into one 
venue is nothing but superb,” he said. 
 �is year’s Wine Under the Oaks will be a �rst for L&L. 
Petterson, invited by Ray�eld to be a part of the event, 
describes L&L wines as “very feminine, very silky and 

BY  M O N I C A  K R E B E R

really approachable,” adding that they plan on pouring �ve 
di�erent wines, including the one featured in “Sideways,” 
a 2004 comedy-drama that follows two men in their 40s 
who take a weeklong trip to the Santa Barbara County wine 
country. �e �lm, featuring Paul Giamatti and �omas 
Haden Church, was nominated for two Academy Awards.  
 “After all, you can’t make an authentic movie about 
Santa Barbara and pinot noir and not include Louis Lucas,” 
Petterson said. 
     When it came to playing a role in Wine Under the Oaks, 
there was no hesitation for Petterson. 
     “As soon as we were o�ered, we took it because that’s 
a great event, and we always try to support charities and 
donations with wine,” he said. “It’s a perfect �t for us.”  

Wine Under the Oaks, scheduled Dec. 7, 2014 from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m., is for adults 21 and older. The gates 
open at 12:30 p.m. Tickets are $48.50 each, and it is a 
rain or shine event. For more information, visit www.
boonehall.com and click on Special Events.

Wine Under  the Oaks  wi l l  feature  wine samples  f rom a  wide range of 
d istr ibutors  and winer ies.
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Season!
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� ank you for Voting 
R.B.’s Seafood Restaurant

 Best Of Mount Pleasant 
year after year!

(843) 881-0466
www.rbsonshemcreek.com

97 Church Street
Mount Pleasant On Historic Shem Creek

Book your party, 
celebration, business 

dinner & holiday parties!* *no room charge or cleaning fees

Open For 
Lunch And DinNer Daily!
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Mon - Fri. 4:30 PM - 7 PM
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Lef t:  Local  personality 
K im Staley outside SOL 
on Highway 17 Nor th. 
She is  wearing a blue, 
mid-thigh-length,  red-
r inglet  patterned dress 

by Jude Connally and 
2 Chic earr ings and 

neck lace,  al l  provided 
by Blush.

M
OUNT PLEASANT MAGAZINE’S 
Mount Pleasant Magazine’s annual 
Food & Fashion layout is an event 
we look forward to every year. It 
takes a tremendous amount of e�ort 
to bring our readers the styles of the 
Lowcountry, and we couldn’t do it 

without the hard work of our stylists, clothing retailers, lo-
cal eateries and models.
     Red’s on Shem Creek, �e Islander on Daniel Island, 
�e Fish House at Patriots Point and SOL, at the other 
end of Mount Pleasant o� Highway 17 North, all hosted 
our entourage.
     Expert photographer William Quarles took the amazing 
food photography that is sure to make your mouth water 

and inspire you to go out for dinner at one of our local 
establishments. Jenn Cady of Jenn Cady Photography took 
the amazing photographs of our models. 
     Our models come from all walks of life in our East 
Cooper community. Among them are teachers, students, a 
community volunteer, small business owners, a dentist and 
an emergency room physician. 
     Loy Harn Jewelers provided some of its more popular 
pieces of jewelry, and clothing was provided by local favor-
ites Mary Mojo Boutique, Blush and Belk.
     And, of course, we were thrilled to work with one of 
our longtime partners. Vanity Salon was on hand to take 
care of hair and makeup, keeping our models looking 
their best while they battled the wind and other elements 
during the shoots.

Food & 
Fashion 2014

Story by Stacy E. Domingo
Food photos by William Quarles. Fashion photos by Jenn Cady.

On the cover: 
College student 

Shannon Sanders-
Bess poses at  the 
entrance to The 
Is lander.  She is 

wearing a purple, 
k nee -length dress 

by Angie,  with gray 
wedges by Passion, 
supplied by Blush.

5I n  Good Taste

The Fish House prepared 
(r ight)  a  tuna poke bowl 
with Carol ina plantation 

r ice,  yel low f in tuna, 
avocado,  cucumber and 

a ponzu vinaigrette. 
O ther savvy eaters 
might enjoy ( lef t)  a 

pecan- crusted grouper 
featuring braised 
col lards,  gr its  and 
tomato chutney.

Michelle Axson, a high school history teacher at Coastal Christian Preparatory School, with her colleague, Brooke Tutor, a second grade teacher, at 
Red’s on Shem Creek. Michelle is wearing a leather vest by C. Luce with a white sweater and patterned leggings by PPLA, paired with brown cowboy 
bootees by Passions. Brooke is wearing a black scoop-neck, long-sleeved shirt, faux fur vest and Aztec leggings by PPLA. Outfits provided by Blush.
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Shannon is joined by Jennifer Boling, owner of Pandora, and Amanda Robles at The Islander on Daniel island. Jennifer is wearing a black 
and cream digital-design dress by Sam Edelman, provided by Belk, and Lancome makeup with Pandora jewelry. Amanda is wearing brown 

leather knee-high boots with laces, by Bronx – all provided by Mary Mojo Boutique. The shoes also came from Mary Mojo Boutique.

7I n  Good Taste

SOL, a Southwest kitchen and tequila bar off Highway 17 North, offers 
great drink selections and delicious entrees throughout the week, 
including Sunday brunch. Featured here is their SOL-seasoned sirloin steak 
with grilled vegetables.

The Islander, a new addition to the Daniel Island restaurant scene, has seen 
rapid success with plates such as this feature: cassava-crusted grouper with 
local butterbean and shitake mushroom succotash and key lime beurre blanc.

Cameron Maile, an emergency room physician, and his wife, Michelle, with their family outside of Red’s on Shem Creek. The entire bunch, including 
Preston, 15; Rachel, 14; and Ava, 8; are outfitted by Belk, including fashion lines by Saddlebred, Calvin Klein, Columbia, Skechers, Ralph Lauren, 

Sam Edelman, Michael Kors, Ann Klein, Frye and Jessica Simpson.
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Michelle and Brooke are joined by Taylor, a student at Palmetto Christian Academy, at Red’s on Shem Creek. Taylor is wearing a black, 
long-sleeved cocktail dress by Angie with a Carolina Trends necklace, all provided by Blush. The trio is joined by Diggity, 

a dachshund making a guest appearance at our photo shoot.

Laura and Timothy Dargan, owners of EOS Art Supply, enjoy the view and cocktails on the deck at The Fish House at Patriots Point. Laura’s 
hair was styled by Vanity Salon. She is wearing faux black leather dress with black spandex sides and zipper shoulders by BCBGMAXAZRIA. 

Timothy is wearing a purple, long-sleeved Ralph Lauren shirt and a brown, zipper-front vest. Both outfits were provided by Belk. 

9I n  Good Taste

The seafood tower speaks for itself at The Fish House. It is served chilled and includes scrumptious crab legs, oysters, 
mussels, clams, shrimp, lobster and a delicious trio of sauces.
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B.V. Messervy, a volunteer with the Rotary Club of Mount Pleasant and a real estate agent with Carolina One Real Estate, poses near 
the patio at SOL. She models a brown, knee-length, red patterned trimmed dress by Nic + Zoe, with light beige heels, 

provided by Mary Mojo Boutique. Her hair was styled by Vanity Salon.

11I n Good Taste

The SOL salad is an excellent choice for diners. It features wood-fire grilled vegetables, broccolini, fresh avocado, 
applewood smoked bacon, queso fresco and lime vinaigrette.

The Dargans were joined at The Fish House by Dr. Rob Carimi and his wife, Brittney.  She is wearing a black and white patterned dress by 
Trina Turk, provided by Belk.
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Amanda Robles, owner of Rock Paper Scissors, models an outfit from Mary Mojo Boutique. She is 
wearing a cream- colored tank top with a triangle peek-a-boo cutout by Nic + Zoe, along with a brown 
suede sweater over fitted jeans. Her hair was styled by Vanity Salon.

The Islander showcases its seafood gumbo saute with shrimp, oysters, mussels and house-made 
Andouille sausage, stewed okra and tomatoes over saffron rice pilaf.

New Location On Long Point Road
519 Wando Lane

Mount Pleasant, SC
(843) 216-3232

www.oldecolonybakery.com

Olde Colony Bakery is 
the oldest family-operated 

bakery in the historic 
Charleston area.

Home of 
the Original 
Charleston 
Benne Wafer

Olde Colony Bakery is 

Benne Wafer

Olde Colony Bakery is Olde Colony Bakery is 

Benne Wafer

Among the favorites are:• Original Charleston Benne Wafers• Benne Cheese ;ingers
• Pecan Pinches• Carolina ,ey Lime CooLies• Cream Bread

• Cinnamon Raisin Bread
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Dr. Rob Carimi, a dentist at Pleasant Family Dentistry, models an orange with two-tone blue vertical 
striped shirt and brown tweed jacket with gold ascot, all by Ralph Lauren. The tops are paired with 

dark gray slacks by Calvin Klein, all provided by Belk.
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  �843� 88��3333 

www.WagesoRragrill.com
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Now accepting:

����8�$PMFNBO�#MWE��•�.PVOU�1MFBTBOU
(�nd us between Finz and Papa Zuzu’s)

843.388.9091
.PO���4BU���BN����QN�

Follow us on         at Blush of Charleston

boutique
Ladies’ sizes XS-L
Girls’ sizes 7-16

.PO���4BU���BN����QN�
Follow us on         at Blush of Charleston

Men’s 
accessories 

coming soon!

Fall in love 
with

Fall in love Fall in love 
with

A 
boutique 
for girls 

and women

Dine in Paris without 
leaving Mt Pleasant! 

Classic Regional French 
Cuisine, Fine Wines and 

Creative Cocktails. 

Lunch Tuesday - Friday      11:30am - 2:30pm
Dinner Tuesday - Sunday     5:00pm - 9:30pm
Brunch Saturday - Sunday  11:00am - 3 :00pm

Sea Island Shopping Center  
1220 Ben Sawyer Blvd., Suite I,

Mt Pleasant, SC 
 843-216-3434 

www.BistroToulouse.com

Happy Hour
Tuesday - Friday 

5:00 - 6:30PM
$6 Mussels, $3 Frites, $3 Olives

$2 off Signature Cocktails
and Wines by the glass,

$1 off Draft Beer and Featured Bottled Beer 

Wine Wednesday
$10 off ALL bottles of Wine ALL day!

Try our 
new fall 
menus!
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SOL serves a fresh prickly pear margarita, a traditional SOLarita and a virgin blackberry lemonade to our 
models. Joy Burdine, a local nursing student, wears an OB2-12 dress with black trim and multicolored 
basket weave pattern, provided by Blush. B.V. wears a beige suede-lined vest with faux fur collar and an 
eyelet button by Nic + Zoe, provided by Mary Mojo Boutique.

The Lowcountry boil is a traditional favorite at Red’s Icehouse, featuring shrimp, sausage, potatoes and 
corn on the cob, flavored the Lowcountry way.

1/2 OFF BOTTLES OF WINE
$5 SUSHI ROLLS - $2 NIGIRI

SUNDAYS 5-8PM

LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY NIGHTS

BRUNCH .  LUNCH .  DINNER
PRIVATE EVENT SPACE

BRUNCH .  LUNCH .  DINNER
PRIVATE EVENT SPACE

THEISLANDERDI.COM
 • 160 FAIRCHILD STREET • 

843.388.6366
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B       
EIGNETS, PRONOUNCED 
“ben-yays” are French doughnuts 
made famous by Café Du Monde in 
New Orleans.  �ere is nothing quite 
like nibbling on a bag of beignets 
that have been covered in powdered 
sugar while sipping a café au lait in 

the French Quarter. Although nobody should dare to 
compare their own to Café Du Monde’s beignets, ours 
are very tasty.  Our twist is that we coat them in honey 
(local if available) and dust them completely in powdered 
sugar. I hope you enjoy. 
- Jonathan Broadhurst, The Honeycomb Cafe, Daniel 
Island
 
RECIPE FOR BEIGNETS 
Ingredients: 
½ cup of water (105 degrees) 
1 TBSP dry active yeast 
1 cup boiling water 
¼ cup shortening 
½ cup +1 TBSP sugar 
1 TSP salt 

1 cup evaporated milk 
2 eggs, beaten 
3 ½ cups all purpose �our 
4 cups bread �our 
Canola or peanut oil for frying
 
Instructions: 
1. In a small bowl, dissolve yeast in ½ cup of 105 degree 
water.  Add 1 TBSP sugar to feed the yeast and allow to sit 
for �ve minutes to activate  (If your water is too hot, it will 
kill your yeast.).
 
2. Whisk together your all purpose and bread �ours in a 
large bowl.
 
3. In a stand mixer with a paddle attachment, on low speed, 
cream together the shortening, remaining sugar and salt.
 
4. Add boiling water to melt.
 
5. Add evaporated milk.
 
6. Mix in the beaten eggs.

I n  Good Taste16

In Good Taste

230 Mathis Ferry Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, SC  29464
843.352.7939
Hours: Sun. - Wed. 10:30 a.m. - 12 a.m.  
Thurs. - Sat. 10:30 a.m. - 2 a.m.www.mommagoldbergsdeli.com

Steamed Sandwiches • Salads • 24 Craft Beers on DraftSteamed Sandwiches • Salads • 24 Craft Beers on Draft

TVs Inside & Out

Enjoy our Huge Covered Patio!
Enjoy our Huge Covered Patio!

“Like Us“ on

Mt Pleasant Mag Ad Aug.20.indd   1 8/13/14   10:49 AM



11. Spray a clean bowl with canola 
oil. Put the dough in bowl, cover 
with plastic wrap and let rise until 
doubled in size (about one to one-
and-a-half hours).
 
12. Divide the  dough into workable 
portions and roll out to 1/8th inch 
thickness.
 
13. Cut into 2” by 3” rectangles.
 
14. Carefully drop into 350 degree 
canola or peanut oil. Beignets will pu� 
up like little pillows. Once golden 
brown on one side, �ip over and cook 
other side.
 
15. Remove from oil, drain, coat in 
honey and dust with confectioner’s sugar.
 
16. Enjoy with your favorite cup of 
co�ee. 
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7. Add the yeast mixture (�e liquid 
should be cool enough now.).
 
8. Slowly add in half the �our.
 
9. Switch to the dough hook attachment, 
then add the remaining �our.
 
10. Knead dough until smooth.

1405 Ben Sawyer Blvd. • Mt. Pleasant
843.388.2868

Mon-Fri 10-6     Sat 10-6
www.facebook.com/marymojoboutique

1405 Ben Sawyer Blvd. • Mt. Pleasant1405 Ben Sawyer Blvd. • Mt. Pleasant1405 Ben Sawyer Blvd. • Mt. Pleasant

$20%
Off!
Any One 
Item
Expires Feb. 28, 2015.

“Get Your MoJo On”

2014

Best Boutique in 
Mt. Pleasant 2014

Private Shopping Parties Available.
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Gracious cafe and courtyard dining in the 
heart of daniel island featuring an 
innovative lowcountry lunch menu.

Serving an impressive variety of housemade 
soups, fresh salads, sandwiches, seafood 
dishes, desserts and southern classics.

Brunch • Lunch  •  Dinner
Craft Beer • Fine Wine
Meeting & Event Venue

891 Island Park Drive, Daniel Island, SC
843.881.4711  •  www.LauraAlberts.com

Lunch Mon-Sat 11:30am-3pm
Dinner Wed 5-9pm & Brunch Sat

dogandduckfamilypubs.com
Dog and Duck Belle Hall
624 A Long Point Road, Mt. Pleasant, SC
843.881.3056

Dog and Duck Park West
117 Park West Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, SC

843.388.6127

dogandduckfamilypubs.comdogandduckfamilypubs.com

2014
Dog and Duck Park West

Offering a 
full menu til 

midnight Sunday thru 

Thursday and 1 am on 

Friday and Saturday!  

Want a place close to home 

for a night cap and late 

munchies after your 

holiday party? 

We’re the place!

Daily Happy Hour Specials! Daily Specials & Delicious Brews!

For the House

SHOP
LOCAL

Largest Selection 
of Barstools in the 

Lowcountry!

Mon - Fri
10ish-5ish

Sat
10ish-4ish

843.881.7073
921-A Houston Northcutt Blvd. • Mt. Pleasant, SC • Next to Whole Foods

thebarstoolshop.com



MOUNT PLEASANT CAN BE A MECCA   
for foodies, but, when Candice Mahala 
and Matthew Schulz came to town in 
2013, they couldn’t help but notice 
something was missing from the menu.  

 Luckily for the duo, they have combined restaurant 
experience in front-of-house management and in the 

kitchen, a perfect combination 
to open their own restaurant 

rather than search for that je ne sais quoi in the existing 
food market.  
 Au revoir, same-old brunch, lunch and dinner options.  
 Bonjour, Bistro Toulouse. 
 �e partners opened their restaurant eight months ago, 
nestled in the Sea Island Shopping Center between Cole-
man and Chuck Dawley boulevards. 
 “It’s been fantastic,” said Mahala, who runs the front 
of the house. “It’s something we’ve always wanted to do. 
I think every chef dreams of having their own restaurant 
in order to have the �exibility to do things the way you 
believe they should be done.” 
 For Bistro Toulouse, that’s making all the food from 
scratch and paying attention to the quality of the ingredi-
ents, as well as providing warm and inviting service. 
�e restaurant serves French cuisine Tuesday through 
Sunday for brunch, lunch and dinner.  
 “I’ve always been interested in French cuisine, and I’ve 
worked with a lot of French chefs,” said Schulz, the execu-
tive chef. “We noticed that there were limited options for 
French food in the area, and we thought it would be a 
great niche for us.” 
 Combine their dream with the accessibility of the sub-
urbs and the re�ned palette of Mount Pleasant diners, and 
you have a winning restaurant idea.  
 Schulz said his favorite item on the menu is cassoulet, 
a “hearty and �avorful dish.” Mahala, who also has a culi-
nary background, is involved with the dessert recipes and 
said her favorite is the lavender crème brulee.   
 Dried lavender and lavender syrup add “another di-
mension of �avor” to the classic dessert, she said.  
 Other classic French fare, such as escargot, bouilla-
baisse and onion soup gratiné – a best seller, according to 

Schulz – also make an appearance on the menu.  
 While the foreign pronunciations and unique menu 
items may intimidate some, Mahala said the restaurant ser-
vice is speci�cally designed to make the menu accessible.  
 “One thing we 
hear consistently is 
that people really love 
our service,” she said. 
“Our entire dining 
room team has prior 
�ne dining experience 
and great personali-
ties. It helps to make 
the cuisine approach-
able so guests can 
make informed menu 
choices.” 
 Bistro Toulouse also o�ers an expansive wine list 
featuring more than 20 choices by the glass. Wines are 
poured table-side so guests have a chance to try their 
selection �rst.  
 Mahala explained that more than half of the wines 
are French, giving customers access to options often 
not available at other restaurants. Wines are selected to 
complement the cuisine and enhance the customer’s din-
ing experience. 
 �e chance to try something new is a unique opportu-
nity, she said of both the food and the wine, which is why 
having a server who “makes you feel welcome and guides 
you through the highlights of the menu” is important.  
Schulz said the menu has been very popular and they are 
“very lucky” to already have developed a strong base of 
repeat customers.  
 But repeat customer or not, he is con�dent the food 
selection will never bore diners. �e menu changes season-
ally, Schulz said, and he has a few specialties in store for 
the upcoming Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve holidays.  
 Bon appetit! 

Bistro Toulouse is located at 1220 Ben Sawyer Blvd. in 
Mount Pleasant. To find out more, call 843-216-3434 or 
visit www.bistrotoulouse.com.

That Je Ne Sais Quoi  
Bistro Toulouse 

BY  TAY LO R  G R I F F I T H
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The food selec t ion at  B istro  Toulouse 
wi l l  never  bore diners.  The menu 

changes seasonal ly,  and a  few 
specia l t ies  are  in  store  for  the hol idays.

In Good Taste
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GOLF & RIVER CLUB

from Anna & Del Allenfrom Anna & Del Allenfrom Anna & Del Allen

Owners of
www.CharlestonGolfCourseHomes.com
www.CharlestonGolfCourseCommunities.com
www.MtPleasantGolfCourseHomes.com
www.MtPleasantGolfCourseCommunities.com

Del Allen
843-814-5105

DelAllenAgency@gmail.com

Anna Allen
843-743-6261

AnnaAllenAgency@gmail.com

Buy, Sell, & Invest with the Best!



Music to East Cooper’s Ears
The Lowcountry Music 

Conservatory

F       
OR MICHAEL GIULIANI,     
music is not a luxury item; 
it’s a necessity to maintain 
his quality of life. And when 
the Chicago native �rst 
moved to the Lowcountry 
and saw there was no 

proper music school, he got to work creating 
the Lowcountry Music 
Conservatory. Now 

in Mount Pleasant as well as up the road in 
Georgetown, the privately funded school 
promises quality instruction and inspiration 
both for children and adults.  
 Giuliani’s own love for music emerged while 
he was learning the piano at age 9. He said he 
loved it from the beginning and never minded 
practicing – eventually, he crafted an entire life 
of music, even meeting his wife at a Christian 
brass ensemble in Nashville, Tennessee. �e 
couple moved to Mount Pleasant, and, in 
addition to birthing the LMC, Giuliani became 
a director for the Charleston Symphony 
Orchestra. As far as Giuliani’s favorite type of 
music, he claims to like all kinds, from country 
to classic rock to Afro-Cuban jazz.  
 “Programs o�ered through the Lowcountry 
Music Conservatory don’t typically exist outside 
of larger cities,” he remarked. “With the rapid 
expansion of Mount Pleasant, we wanted to 
introduce this concept.” 
 �e Lowcountry Music Conservatory o�ers 
education both for children and grown-ups, 
which Giuliani mentioned as being a distinctive 
trait. While most music schools cater to young 
kids and the “pre-college” set, Lowcountry Music 
Conservatory presents ample opportunities for 

BY  D E N I S E  K .  J A M E S 
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Feature

Michael and Agnes Giuliani saw a need to establish a school of music when they moved to 
the Lowcountry from Chicago.
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working adults in the community.  
 “�ough our focus is still students 
who want to major in music in college, 
we have programs for all ages,” he 
pointed out.  
 What’s also cool about the 
programs at Mount Pleasant’s 
branch of the Lowcountry Music 
Conservatory is that they are tailored 
for whatever East Cooper kids (and 
adults) want to study. Even the 
scholarships are exclusive to Mount 
Pleasant, and, as Giuliani pointed 
out, donations to the Conservatory 
are a great way to contribute to the 
arts community.  
 “We plan to o�er scholarships 
for children who might not have 
the money for their instruments, for 
example,” Giuliani commented.  
 Besides lessons in voice and on 
playing instruments, the LMC will o�er 
something a little di�erent. Designed 
for busy adults, academic course 
o�erings will teach the history of music, 
how to read music and other aspects of 

musical theory, all without homework.  
 And where will the classes and 
lessons for the Lowcountry Music 
Conservatory take place? According 
to Giuliani, Eastbridge Plantation 
near Ivy Hall has been a location thus 
far for the lessons, as well as other 
“student designated” spots such as 
churches, schools and private homes.  
 Best of all, in order to get students, 
their families and their friends 
“jazzed” about the Lowcountry 
Music Conservatory, admission-free 
concerts, which are supported by 
the donors, are part of the program 
and will o�er the chance to hear 
symphonies and other exquisite 
musical collaborations. Giuliani is 
looking forward to letting students 
exhibit what they’ve learned and feel 
that sense of pride which comes from 
creating something beautiful.  
 “Most of us learn in isolation,” he 
mused, “but when you get out into the 
real world, you’re always playing with 
somebody else.” 

Agnes Giul iani  works  with students  at  the Lowcountr y  Music  Conser vator y.
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Jean’s Bridal
798 Johnnie Dodds Blvd. 

Mount Pleasant 
843-881-2056  

www.JeansBridalCharleston.com

WEDDING GOWNS
TUXEDOS

MOTHER’S DRESSES
FLOWER GIRL BASKETS

VEILS
AND MUCH MORE!

Elegant Bridal 
Attire, Tuxedos 
& Accessories...
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/65E@C64) CAFE
��2 :e]en Farms +r. <nit 
340� +aniel 0sland� :C

�843� 88��8�8�
honeycomIcafe.org

HOURS:  MON-THU 6:30AM-2:30PM
FRIDAY 6:30AM-3:00PM • SAT & SUN 7:00AM-3:00PM
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CATER05.

Mention this ad for 
$50 off of your 

CATERING 
functions*

*minimum catering order 
of $500

Expires 03/31/2015

2014
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BED & BRUNCH

101 Pitt Street  |  Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
www.oldvillageposthouse.com  |  843.388.8935 SUNDAYS FROM 10 AM - 2 PM



24 I n Good Taste

W       
HAT IF THERE WAS       
a way to go out for drinks 
and laughs this holiday 
season without the head-
thumping, gut-rumbling 
mornings that usually 
follow? For our holiday 

issue of Mount Pleasant Magazine, I set out on a quest 
for the cure and personally 
sampled four remedies. As 

with any science-based experiment, consistency was the 
key to ensuring that I would be similarly compromised 
each morning. My nighttime consumption always 

consisted of two bourbons, two glasses of red wine and 
three domestic beers. In the end, I unearthed four decent 
methods for feeling fog-free and ready to tackle a busy day 
after an evening of holiday hurrahs. Give them a try for 
yourself this season.  
 
MORNING ONE: THE EARLY WORKOUT  
 “Cullen, get that bar over your head,” shouted 
Marshall, my personal trainer at Iron Tribe Fitness in 
Mount Pleasant.  
 Before my workout that morning, I made the 
mistake of telling Marshall about my experiment, and 
he took it upon himself to ensure that I completely 

BY  C U L L E N  M U R R AY  K E M P 

The 4orning After  
ShaRing 6MM the /oliKay CocRtail -og
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detoxed everything I had consumed 
the prior evening.  
 Admittedly, the workout was 
taxing my hangover. �ere was even 
a moment during my �rst set of 
squats when I wanted to just give up 
and try hangover cure number three, 
a McDonald’s breakfast sandwich. 
But I persevered, and, when it was 
all over, I was drenched in sweat and 
smelled like Ernest Hemingway after 
a night in a Havana tiki bar. But I 
felt amazing.  
 Cullen’s cure grade: 9.5  
 
MORNING TWO: LOTS OF 
CAFFEINE  
 “Fighting the consequences of one 
drug by consuming another drug 
does not seem like the most logical 
method,” I thought, as I chased 

my second Red Bull with a Five 
Hour Energy drink. It was 10 a.m., 
and I had long since forgotten my 

headache, but I was struggling to keep 
up with my own thoughts. 
 Granted, I am at most a one-
co�ee-per-day guy and probably 
tripled my ca�eine intake that 
morning, but it was for the sake 
of the experiment. Anything for 
science. By mid-morning, it seemed 
to have worked. �en the afternoon 
came around, and I began to feel 
another splitting headache coming 
on. I was already dehydrated from 
the alcohol, and I wasn’t helping 
matters by drinking only ca�eine 
and avoiding water. �e headache 
compounded until I had to ditch 
the experiment and consume nearly 
the entire contents of the 15-gallon 
water jug at work.  
 Cullen’s cure grade: 3.5 
 
MORNING THREE: GREASY 
BREAKFAST OR BRUNCH  
 It was almost as though my nostrils 
wouldn’t acknowledge the scrumptious 
scent of sizzling bacon. My ability to 
smell, along with the rest of my senses, 
was overrun by the stagnant stench of 

cheap bourbon, beer and wine from 
the night before. I trudged around 
the kitchen for 45 minutes before 
sluggishly �nishing a plate of greasy 
bacon, eggs, toast and home fries. 

With beautiful views of the 
Charleston Harbor & Shem Creek, 

Vickery’s is a spectacular place 
to hold your holiday party!

With a menu and space at our 
restaurant that’s tailored to you, 

it’s the perfect location to 
eat, drink and be merry!

Private, Early Brunches
Oyster Roasts

Lowcountry Boils
Private Happy Hours

Shem Creek   
1313 Shrimp Boat Lane

843-884-4440 | vickerys.com

Please contact Erica at 
EventsAtVickerys@gmail.com 

for more information.
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     �e e�ect of the grossly greasy meal was exactly 
the opposite of the ca�eine experiment. I knew my 
hangover was there – although its intensity had 
subsided – and I was extremely sleepy. I maneuvered 
to the couch to check out NFL football and closed 
my eyelids, only to wake up three hours later, slightly 
bloated but hangover free.  
 Cullen’s cure grade: 8 
 
MORNING FOUR: “NEW AGE” HYDRATION DRINK 
 On the last morning of my experiment, I rolled out of 
bed and wandered into the kitchen. I popped the lid o� 
a concoction I bought from a neighborhood health food 
store that described itself as an “IV in a bottle.” 
 As soon as the clear liquid collided with my taste buds, 
I ran to the sink, pulled the faucet handle and rinsed 

the salty drink out of my mouth. It tasted just like what 
I would expect an IV to taste like – it was ultimately 
disgusting.  
  “I’d rather just be hung over,” I thought, as I spun on 
my heels and headed back to bed. Fortunately for me, it 
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OTHER WAYS TO SURVIVE  
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PIT STOP
GUARANTEED CAR CARE

glasspro®

“ ”
Best service facility in the area.  
Fast, couteous, & knowledgable.

                                                – M. Craven

843.884.9700 • glasspropitstop.com  
1800 Hwy 17 North Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
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Perfect Stocking Stuffer

Sign Up Online... Grab Some Wine... It’s Paintin’ Time...

1960 Riviera Dr. Suite E  •  Mount Pleasant 
www.FearNoEasel.com

Enjoy a glass of wine while painting a Lowcountry canvas for a special someone. 
Appease your inner artist and make a wonderful present. Gift certi�cates available.

Check out our online calendar for Christmas paintings & parties!
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restore your system’s natural levels.   
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Holiday
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lessons, ever!

Eddie Bush
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THE CRABPOT PLAYERS MOVED 
into their �rst permanent home in February, 
21 years and more than 160 productions 
after the local community theater group was 
launched in an Isle of Palms bar. 

 “We were tired of being gypsies,” said Caitlyn Miller, 
an actress who was born two years 
after Jimmy Ward produced “�e 

Last Meeting of the Knights of the White Magnolia” in an 
e�ort to attract more customers to the Windjammer dur-
ing the 1993 o�-season. 
 �ese days, the Players no longer have to travel through-
out the Lowcountry to show o� their performing prowess. 
�eir theater, located in a shopping center along busy High-
way 17 in Mount Pleasant, can seat up to 138 people. Seven 

productions and a one-act series will grace the stage during 
season 22, which runs into May 2015, and Ward and his 
crew also o�er acting, singing and dancing classes and sum-
mer camp programs for area youngsters. 
 Hundreds of actors who work not for money but for 
the love of theater have added the Crabpot Players to their 
resumes over the years – including at least one who went 
on to star on television and in the movies – but the one 
constant has been its founder. Ward, a certi�ed public 
accountant and Isle of Palms councilman, said he has 
invested around $100,000 in the group during the past 21 
years. It costs approximately $10,000 a month for rent, 
insurance, water, electricity, costumes, payroll and the roy-
alties he must pay for the privilege of producing plays. His 
income comes from ticket sales, fees charged for camps 

Performing 
Prowess

ACTING UP WITH THE CRABPOT PLAYERS

BY  B R I A N  S H E R M A N

Jimmy Ward and Cait lyn 
M i l ler  were t wo of  the 

stars  of  the Crabpot 
Players  produc t ion of 

“Last  of  the Red Hot 
Lovers.”
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and classes and a recent $12,500 grant 
from the town of Mount Pleasant. 
 Despite the �nancial strain, Ward 
does not resent the money he has 
spent to bring community theater to 
East Cooper. 
 “I don’t have a boat and I don’t 
play golf,” said Ward, whose o�cial 
title is artistic director, though he also 
acts, directs and writes plays. “I’m 
doing what I want to do. It’s a dream 
come true.” 
 Ward’s love a�air with community 
theater was hatched during his days at 
Atlantic Christian College in North 
Carolina, where he majored in Philoso-
phy but also landed the part of Geof-
frey in James Goldman’s “�e Lion 
in Winter” and the lead in Tennessee 
Williams’ “�e Glass Menagerie.” As a 
young man, he also played the old man 
in Candice Bergen’s “�e Freezer.”  
 He did his postgraduate work 
at the University of South Carolina 
in Columbia, then took a job with 
a CPA �rm in Washington, D.C. 
�ree years later, he landed in the 
Lowcountry and has lived in the same 
house on the Isle of Palms for nearly 
three decades. 
 �e Crabpot Players were born 
on a November day in 1993, chil-
dren of a conversation between Ward 
and his friend Malcolm Burgess, the 
owner of the Windjammer. Burgess 
was looking for a way to get people 
into his bar during the winter, and 
Ward came up with the idea of put-
ting on a play. He held auditions, 
but no budding actors or actresses 
showed up, so he recruited his bar 
buddies to act in Preston Jones’ spoof 
on racism. 
 “You just have to play yourself,” 
he told them. “It’s just a bunch of 
rednecks.” 
 More than 1,500 people saw “�e 
Last Meeting of the Knights of the 
White Magnolia” during a six-night 

stand. Burgess was ecstatic and Ward 
was well on his way to making a name 
for himself in the world of commu-
nity theater. 
 Hundreds of actors and actresses 
have performed with the Players, in-
cluding Emily Bennett, who was with 
the group in 2000, when she was 15. 
Since then, she has appeared in epi-
sodes of “Army Wives” and “Chicago 
Fire,” and she has a few movies sched-
uled to hit the big screen in 2015. 
 According to Miller, who has been 
acting with the Crabpot players for six 
years, Ward is an outstanding actor, 
director and writer, and an exception-
al teacher. 
 “�is has been the best experience 
of my life. Jimmy pushes the actors. 
It’s relaxed but serious,” she said. 
 “I like teaching, especially the 
kids,” Ward added. “I like to see the 
actors grow.” 
 Ward isn’t afraid to wander outside 
the norm. For a recent performance 
of “Last of the Red Hot Lovers,” he 
wrote a small part into the play for 
Mount Pleasant Mayor Linda Page. 
And in November, the Crabpot Play-
ers will give the world “�e Glass 
Menagerie” with a cast made up of 
African-American performers. �e 
play, written in the 1940s, is set in the 
South in the 1930s. 
 “I took a bold step and went for 
it,” Ward said. 
 “It’s awesome that he’s taking that 
kind of risk. It makes me want to work 
hard. I’m excited that he chose me to 
be the one to portray the lead charac-
ter,” said Teresa Wallace, who is playing 
the part of Amanda Wing�eld. 
 Awesome, but, in Ward’s case, re-
ally not all that out of the ordinary. 

For information about upcoming 
performances by the Crabpot Players, 
visit www.crabpotplayers.com or call 
888-303-0763. 
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T
HE WORK IT TAKES TO PERSUADE  
a group of business owners regarding an 
important commercial real estate decision 
depends on more than just raw talent, 
though Josh Schaap of KW Commercial 
in Mount Pleasant has plenty. Such trans-
actions, according to Schaap, are a result 

of teamwork, background research and the simpli�cation 
of challenges.  
 Recently, Schaap closed the Tides Medical Arts Build-
ing – located at 180 Wingo Way  – which was the high-

est priced medical o�ce building 
in Mount Pleasant. �e building, 

made up predominantly of physicians a�liated with Roper 
Hospital, included 16 di�erent practices, ranging from 
primary care physicians to allergy specialists.  
 Schaap started researching the building after �nding 
out it was for sale. He was faced with a few owners who 
weren’t convinced that it was time – but calling each doc-
tor individually and explaining the potential yield from the 
transaction helped a great deal and established Schaap as 
an agent who had their best interests in mind.  
 “�e secret to convincing others is to believe it yourself 
�rst and to have the knowledge to back that up,” remarked 
Schaap. “�e physicians were not all convinced at �rst, but 

I knew it was time.”  
 Some gentle persuasion, including highlighting the tax 
advantages, helped spur the owners at the Tides Medical 
Arts Building in the right direction. Along with the help of 
his partner, Chris Kendrick, whom he described as “instru-
mental in the deal,” Schaap was careful to outline all the 
necessary facts.  
 As a commercial agent in Mount Pleasant and the sur-
rounding islands, Schaap has established himself as one of 
the best, especially when it comes to medical o�ces.  
 “I work within that niche of medical o�ces and net 
lease sales, so I knew the right buyers to bring to the table 
for this transaction,” he said.  
 Schaap emphasized that he enjoys the challenges that 
come with working for himself as an independent contrac-
tor at KW Commercial. 
 “I’m an entrepreneur – I can’t work for someone else,” 
he admitted. “When you get that motivation to give 110 
percent, it doesn’t even feel like work.” 
 And if you ask Schaap why he chose commercial real 
estate, he claims the di�culty behind these large deals are 
what inspires him to leap out of bed each morning.  
 “I like the complexity of commercial real estate,” he 
mused. “I like being able to package complex scenarios, �ve 
pages long, and turn it all into a single-paragraph solution.” 

BY  D E N I S E  K .  J A M E S 

Closing Time
JOSH SCHAAP CONTRACTS THE TIDES MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 
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THOUGH TANIYA NAYAK HAS  
designed the most cosmopolitan 
of spaces on popular shows such as 
“House Hunters” and “Billion Dollar 
Block,” the designer addressed Shem 
Creek’s new restaurant, Tavern & 
Table, with Mount Pleasant’s laid-

back reputation in mind.  
 “�e character of the area is always important,” com-

mented Nayak. “I have to bring 
in that special touch that makes it 

Mount Pleasant.”  
 Nayak began her famed design career long ago when 
her father, an architect, drove around with her and pointed 
out buildings of interest. It would not take long for young 
Nayak to develop an eye for a well-crafted building or room 
– and her �rst thought was to follow in her dad’s footsteps 
and become an architect. However, she switched over to the 
world of interior design during graduate school and majored 
in the art form at the University of Massachusetts.  
 “It was like the �ood gates opened,” she said. “When I 
chose interior design as my course of study, I realized how 

BY  D E N I S E  K .  J A M E S 
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TANIYA NAYAK DESIGNS 
   SHEM CREEK’S NEW 
     TAVERN & TABLE 

Dialogue 
with Space

P h o t o  p r o v i d e d  b y  R P P R .
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passionate I am about it. I feel fortu-
nate, identifying my dream and being 
able to follow it.”  
 Nayak never thought she’d end up 
on television, but a chance audition 
during graduate school with a show 
based in Boston proved otherwise. �e 
show, called “Knock First,” was a design 
reality program in which teenagers 
received custom bedroom décor. It 
became quite popular and led Nayak to 
her other television ventures, most no-
tably “House Hunters,” “Billion Dollar 
Block” and “Restaurant Impossible.”  
 “‘Knock First’ taught me how to 
understand the client,” she remarked.  
 I asked Nayak if, aside from learn-
ing the creative vision of her clients 
and understanding them as people, 
she also has a particular knack for 
forming a relationship with inanimate 
objects – and she said yes.  
 “People sometimes ask me how I 
�gure out what to do with a room,” 

she said. “And the answer is, I let the 
space tell me. And if there are chal-
lenges with the space, such as func-
tion or �ow, I �x them �rst and see 
how the room feels afterward.” 
 �ese days Nayak shares her 
dialogue with space with a variety 
of clients, including her new friends 
Cecil and Dianne Crowley, whom she 
initially met at Robert Irvine’s (the 
star of “Restaurant Impossible”) wed-
ding. �e couple struck up a conver-
sation with Nayak at the ceremony, 
and Nayak was charmed by Dianne 
Crowley’s friendly approach.  
 “She came to me and said, ‘I feel 
like I know you and that we’re already 
friends,’ the designer commented. 
“�e way she said it, we were instantly 
bonded. �e next thing I knew, our 
husbands started gol�ng together – 
and they called me about designing 
Tavern & Table, their new Mount 
Pleasant restaurant.”  

 Nayak was swift to point out that 
Crowley was diligent about introduc-
ing the designer to a bevy of local 
suppliers when it came to �guring 
out the appearance of the restaurant. 
Popular spots in East Cooper, includ-
ing Steven Shell, Southern Accents, 
Mount Pleasant Antique Mall and 
others, were on the list for Nayak 
and Crowley to visit. Nayak also 
mentioned how she met with several 
important folks on the project as part 
of the “interactive process.”  
 “It was obviously important for me 
to understand the area,” she said.  
 And now she does. When I asked 
the designer to describe what the com-
pleted Tavern & Table will look like 
this holiday season, she gave me a vivid 
mental picture without hesitation.  
 “If I could think of one word to 
describe the space, it would be cozy,” 
she said. “But at the same time, it is 
also rustic and elegant.” 

This  i s  the look Taniya  Nayak wi l l  create  for  Tavern & Table  in  Mount  Pleasant :  coz y but ,  at  the same t ime,  rust ic  and elegant .
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 “It was obviously important for me 
to understand the area,” she said.  
 And now she does. When I asked 
the designer to describe what the com-
pleted Tavern & Table will look like 
this holiday season, she gave me a vivid 
mental picture without hesitation.  
 “If I could think of one word to 
describe the space, it would be cozy,” 
she said. “But at the same time, it is 
also rustic and elegant.” 

This  i s  the look Taniya  Nayak wi l l  create  for  Tavern & Table  in  Mount  Pleasant :  coz y but ,  at  the same t ime,  rust ic  and elegant .

R
en

d
er

in
g

 p
ro

vi
d

ed
 b

y 
12

 P
o

in
t 

C
re

a
ti

ve
.



w w w.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  w w w.MountPleasantHomes.com |  w w w.MountPleasant .Rentals  |  w w w.ColemanBoulevard.com

Life  at  the 
Boulevard is 
a  per fec t  f i t 

for  Jon L ivak ’s 
l i fest y le.
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L
IFE AT THE BOULEVARD IN MOUNT 
Pleasant could not be more �tting for 
Jon Livak’s lifestyle. As vice president of 
a medical implant distribution �rm and 
a veteran of his industry, Livak travels a 
great deal and considers his apartment 
on Coleman 

to be “his business home.” 
Lately, though, he’s been 
spending more and more 
downtime at his cozy abode, 
soaking up what East Coo-
per has to o�er and loving 
every minute.  
 �ough Livak joked that 
living at the Boulevard is so 
much fun, “it’s almost like 
being back in college,” his 
home exudes sophistication 
and minimalism, with just 
enough �air to keep things 
interesting. �e bar area, 
which is �anked with golf paraphernalia, thanks to Livak’s 
enthusiasm for the sport, is the perfect place to unwind 

with a drink at the end of a business trip. Meanwhile, the 
living room sofa looks to be plenty comfortable, and the 
artwork on Livak’s walls re�ects his taste.  
 “I’m eclectic and have a little of everything when it 
comes to décor,” he pointed out. “Because I also own 
a home in Florida, a lot of my stu� is either down 

there or in storage. But 
I picked up a little of 
everything to make this 
place comfortable; I want 
people to feel at home 
when they visit.”  
      If you ask Livak how 
he stumbled upon his 
Boulevard apartment, he 
credits the foresight of one 
of his company’s sales rep-
resentatives who recently 
moved to the Lowcountry 
and assured Livak he 
would love it. And since 
Livak frequently visited 

the area on business, staying in hotels, he jumped at the 
idea and signed a lease at the Boulevard based on faith.  

A DELUXE 
APARTMENT IN 

THE SKY
ONE RESIDENT SHARES HIS 

BOULE VARD EXPERIENCE
Story by Denise K. James.

Photography by Ronnie Martinelli.

Jon Livak rented his apartment without seeing it first. 
He moved into the Boulevard on the recommendation 

of one of his co-workers.
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 “I didn’t even look at 
it �rst – I was sold,” he 
admitted with a laugh. “It 
has everything that I’d want: 
the feel of a big city but no 
congestion.”  
 Luckily, he wasn’t let 
down once he arrived. 
�ere’s always something 
to do at the Boulevard, 
whether you’re lounging 
at the saltwater swimming 
pool or walking to a Mount 
Pleasant restaurant. Livak 
said all kinds of people are living it 
up at the complex, from families to 
business-oriented single professionals 
like himself.  
 “It’s absolutely a place for profes-
sional people,” he said. “�ere are a 
lot of younger people with start-up 
businesses. It’s amazing how some 
of these people hanging out by the 

The bar area in Jon Livak’s two-bedroom, two-bath apartment is the 
perfect place to unwind with a drink at the end of a business trip.

swimming pool could be the next 
Zuckerberg. And they’re all friendly 
– one guy invited me to play on his 
beach volleyball team.”  
 Because there is plenty of space 
inside Livak’s two-bedroom, two-bath 
apartment, he has a part-time room-
mate: his niece, Brittany Livak, who 
recently �nished her undergraduate 

program at West Virginia 
University and is currently 
employed at a physical ther-
apy o�ce in the area while 
she waits to be accepted 
into the physical therapy 
program at the Medical 
University of South Caro-
lina. Jon Livak cherishes the 
family time with his niece, 
who is also his goddaughter, 
and enjoys inspiring her to 
work toward her goals.  
     “I’m blue collar, not blue 

blood,” he joked. “I’ve worked since 
I was 10, starting with a paper route, 
and I’ve been teaching Brittany to 
work hard, too.” 
 When Livak isn’t working, he has no 
shortage of enticing activities to keep 
him busy, from meeting the neighbors 
to exploring historic Charleston – “I’m 
a history bu�,” he said – but hanging 

Apartment Living on Coleman Boulevard – Mount Pleasant’s Main Street

Live In �e Middle Of It All
Lease your home and own your life.  Between the Beaches to the East and the City to the 
West, you’ll �nd your perfect new home and the lifestyle you deserve at �e Boulevard.

From studios to three bedroom homes, �e Boulevard gives you the freedom to choose 
the space that feels like home to you.

Visit us online today!  liveontheboulevard.com

LEASE TODAY!
843.973.3330

email: theboulevard@greystar.com
725 Coleman Boulevard, Ste. 100, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

The depiction and information on the property is based on plans and should not be relied upon as actual representations of the real estate planned to be constructed and o�ered for lease. This does not constitute 
an o�er to sell real estate. We reserve the right to alter the speci�cations depicted or described in whole or in part without notice or obligation. This is not an o�er or solicitation in any jurisdiction in which the legal 
requirements for such an o�ering have not been met. Copyright © 2013 The Boulevard.

Mention this ad and get HALF OFF your Admin Fee!
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out in his own backyard, so to speak, is 
probably his favorite.  
 “I get on a bike and go to Red’s Ice 
House, My Father’s Moustache, Poe’s, 
Taco Mamacita – there are so many 
restaurants and bars,” he said. “Every 

time I’m here, there’s something new 
to check out. I also just became a 
member of the Bulls Bay Golf Club, 
and I’m buying another boat.”  
      �ough Livak is aware of the 
fact that a few Mount Pleasant resi-

dents were hesitant 
as to whether the 
Boulevard would 
suit East Cooper’s 
atmosphere, he has 
encountered nothing 
but friendliness, even 
from the locals.  
     “�e day I moved 
in, I struck up a 
conversation at a lo-
cal bar with an older 
gentleman, and he 
wrinkled his brow 
when I told him 
where I’m living,” he 
admitted. “But when 

I ran into him again a few weeks later, 
he remembered me immediately and 
was glad to see me. I think that people 
are slowly embracing change and 
realizing that growth is positive for 
Mount Pleasant.” 

Jon Livak’s apartment exudes sophistication and minimalism, with just enough flair 
to keep things interesting.

Children’s Clothing
Shoes • Accessories • Gifts

280 W. Coleman Blvd. 
 Mount Pleasant 
843.881.1741

www.southernbelleschildren.com

Come see why we’re voted  
Best Children’s Shop in the Charleston area!

 Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts Gifts

280 W. Coleman Blvd. 280 W. Coleman Blvd. 

www.southernbelleschildren.comwww.southernbelleschildren.comwww.southernbelleschildren.comwww.southernbelleschildren.comwww.southernbelleschildren.comwww.southernbelleschildren.comwww.southernbelleschildren.com
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HIBBEN STREET 

THE ED HUNNICUT T 
REAL ESTATE TEAM 

ASKING PRICE
$2,500,000 

4,770 SQUARE FEET 
5 BEDROOM, 4.5 BATHS

1

LUXURY HOMES

140
140 HIBBEN ST. ONCE SERVED 
as a schoolhouse – Mount Pleasant 
Academy to be exact – but it has 
seen a transformation since those 
days. Now this gorgeous and stately 

home in 
Mount 

Pleasant’s Old Village neighborhood 
is getting ready to go back on the 
market with some key updates and 
much of the same magic that makes 
it a desirable location.  

Cathy Hunnicutt of the Ed 
Hunnicutt Real Estate Team has loved 
140 Hibben since the moment she 
walked inside. She decided to show 
off the home during its renovation 
process by installing a pop-up art 
gallery with the help of her friend Mary 
Martin, who owns the award-winning 
Mary Martin Gallery in downtown 
Charleston.  

“The house had been a neighbor-
hood eyesore for so long. I asked 
myself what I could do to display its 
beauty,” said Hunnicutt. “We turned 
it into an art gallery for a weekend in 
August. I wanted to give people an 
idea of what it will look like.”  
 The Hunnicutt Team was cor-
rect to give interested buyers a sneak 
preview of the home – it needed a lot 
of TLC at first, from rigorous termite 
treatments to a brand-new roof, 
windows and other updates.  
 Luckily, not one bit of this home’s 
charm was lost – rather, it was en-

hanced by the proper attention and 
renovations. When I walked inside, the 
hardwood floors alone were beautiful 
enough to make a visitor want to stay a 
while. Many of the doors are the origi-
nals from when the home served as 
Mount Pleasant Academy. The rooms 
are vast and teem with Lowcountry 
history. I adore old houses, so I was 
enchanted as Hunnicutt led me 
throughout the kitchen, dining room 
and bedrooms.  
 Speaking of the kitchen, culinary 
junkies will definitely enjoy what this 
home offers. White subway tile, up-
dated lighting, stainless steel appliances 
and proximity to the sunroom mean 
an abundance of natural light. The 
sunroom, which opens onto a recently 
expanded porch, faces the picturesque 
backyard and its original fencing.  
 As Hunnicutt and I walked around 
the landscaped yard, I couldn’t help 
but notice the windows on the bottom 
of the house – cellar windows, she 
pointed out.  
 “Can you believe that there’s an 
actual cellar in Mount Pleasant?” she 
asked with a chuckle. “It would make a 
fantastic wine cellar.” 
 Back inside, the house boasts five 
enormous bedrooms plus four-and-a-
half bathrooms. Two of the bedrooms 
are masters, equipped with lavish 
bathrooms and impressive views of 
the Old Village. And there’s another 
bedroom upstairs, perfect for either 

an older child to have privacy, a quiet 
office, extra sitting space or a play area.  
 “I don’t think this home will last 
long at all once it’s on the market,” 
Hunnicutt mused. “It’s an old school-
house that was brought back to life.” 

For more information about 140 
Hibben St., contact the Ed Hunnicutt 
Real Estate Team at 843-814-4378 or 
visit www.edhunnicutt.com.

OLD VILLAGE MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA

BY  D E N I S E  K .  J A M E S
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616 Coleman Boulevard a Mount Pleasant, SC  29464
843-856-9277

www.babybloomershome.com

�e Lowcountry experts in babies’ and children’s rooms

furniture for kids

YOUR KIND OF CITY, 
YOUR KIND OF MAGAZINE 

ACCESS MORE ONLINE
www.MountPleasantMagazine.com  | www.ILoveMountPleasant.com

www.MountPleasantBuilders.com | www.MountPleasantPhysicians.com 
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Attainable Luxury 
Gregorie Ferry Landing

F       
ROM THE OVERSIZED POOL TO 
the mini-playground, Gregorie Ferry 
Landing o�ers amenities for all ages. It’s a 
residential oasis, away from the hustle and 
bustle of cross streets yet still just a jaunt 
to the many restaurants and boutiques that 

dust the area.   
 Located o� of Highway 17 North, Gregorie Ferry 

o�ers attainable luxury. Posh and 
sophisticated yet still possessing 

comfort and a�ordability, it’s unlike any apartment living 
in Mount Pleasant.  
 “We consider ourselves the value property,” said 
Community Manager Melinda Lawhorn of TBC Property 
Management. “Our �oor plans are current. Each unit 
comes with a giant closet and a washer and dryer. You can 
move right in and everything is here for you.” 
 �e four-building complex, set on 10 acres, opened in 
June 2012, and since that time occupancy has skyrocketed. 
Just one visit to Gregorie Ferry and it’s easy to see why the 
community has a waiting list. 
 Perhaps even more enticing are the variety of apartment 
styles and �exibility of leases. Residents can sign anywhere 
from a seven-to-15-month lease for the Sweetgrass studio 
to the three-bedroom, two-bathroom Palmetto.  
 Last winter, when the chill hit the Lowcountry 
and ice forced the Ravenel Bridge to close, Gregorie 
Ferry hosted a Martinis and Mittens Mixer. Residents, 
sporting their most colorful and creative glove wear, 
crowded around blazing �re pits and sipped carefully 
crafted cocktails.  
 “Hosting social events makes residents feel like family,” 
said Lawhorn. “It endears people to their community. We 
want them to have the best positive experience.”  
 With monthly socials, Lowcountry seafood boils, 
pool parties, elevators in each building, a billiards room 
with surround-sound televisions and a state-of-the-art 
�tness center, there’s really no reason to venture outside 
the sprawling utopia. But when you do, you’ll be met 
with countless options for dining and shopping. Just four 
miles to the Isle of Palms Connector, residents will �nd 
themselves ocean-side in a matter of minutes.  
 Not only are dogs allowed, but they, just like residents, 

BY  K A L E N E  M CCO R T 
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are living the good life. With an expansive bark park and 
nine grassy stations for canines, Gregorie Ferry encourages 
four-leggers to enjoy their surroundings. Cleanliness is of 
top priority as well, and this apartment complex is taking 
steps to ensure the grounds remain in mint condition. 
Only the second community in the Charleston area to 
implement PooPrint – a dog waste management system 
– Gregorie Ferry has a no tolerance policy for those who 
don’t pick up after their pup.  
 Attention to detail is truly what sets Gregorie Ferry 
apart from other apartment communities in the area. 
Trays of freshly baked chocolate chip cookies �ll the 
management o�ce with an aromatic scent that smells like, 
well, home.  
 Climate-controlled storage units, garages and 
designated areas for boat and recreational vehicle parking 
are o�ered at a great rate. �e community and individual 
buildings are gated, adding that feeling of privacy that 
makes us feel at home. And just when you think this 
complex can’t provide one more perk, you learn of its auto 
detailing bay, where you can pressure clean and vacuum 
your car.  
  “We are very customer-service oriented,” said Lawhorn. 
“Our goal is to have our residents choose to stay.”  

Find out more about Gregorie Ferry Landing by calling 
843-225-7515 or visiting  www.gregorieferryapts.com. 

The overs ized pool  i s  just  one of  many reasons to  consider 
Gregor ie  Ferr y  Landing.
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WEBSTER UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS

Webster University Degree Programs ... all about choices.

Master of Arts:
• Master of Business Administration 

• Counseling • Business and Organizational Security Management

• Human Resources Development • Human Resources Management 

• Information Technology Management • Management and Leadership

Bachelor of Arts (completion only):
• Management • Psychology

Charleston Metropolitan & Joint Base Charleston Campuses
 4105 Faber Place Dr., North Charleston, 29405

�������������•�XFCTUFS�FEV�DIBSMFTUPO
Webster University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and is a member of the North Central 

Association, 312-263-0456, www.ncahlc.org. Business and Management Programs are ACBSP accredited.

Webster is the only Tier 1, private, nonprofit university with campus locations around the 
world including metropolitan areas, military bases, online and corporate locations — 
plus traditional, American-style campuses in North America, Europe, Africa and Asia.

DIRTY GROUT?

We can restore the original color or 
change the color of your grout.

843-814-0657
jbeach@grout-works.com
www.grout-works.com

BEFORE

Transform the look of your kitchen, bath, home o�ce, family room, 
laundry room or any room without the expense of new tile.

Great for medical & dental o�ces.

AFTER

•�3FTJEFOUJBM�•�$PNNFSDJBM�•�/P�.FTT�•�-PX�.BJOUFOBODF
•�4UBJO�'SFF�•�1FSNBOFOU�•�-JDFOTFE���*OTVSFE�•�'SFF�&TUJNBUFT

Dramatic Results!

$100 OFF"OZ�KPC�PWFS���
���
Just mention this ad!

There’s never a good time  
for an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count on 
me to be there quickly so you  
can get your life back to 
normal.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

When “That 
will never 
happen  
to me” 
happens.

I’m ready to help.

1101204.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Billy Swails, Agent
1047 Johnnie Dodds Blvd
Mt Pleasant, SC  29464

Bus: 843-884-5149
www.billyswails.com
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Bringing Design to Life 
The Studio at Ashton Woods

B       
UILDING A NEW HOME CAN BE 
A great adventure – it’s an opportunity 
for a fresh start and a welcome transition 
to meet the needs of your family and 
lifestyle. But when the initial excitement 
subsides and reality sets in, the onslaught 

of decisions that need to be made 
can be daunting as you choose grout 

colors, cabinets, appliances 
and make what might seem 
like an endless array of other 
long-term decisions. 
 �e Studio by Ashton 
Woods o�ers a much 
di�erent, more personalized, 
more inspiring experience 
for home buyers. As the only 
home builder in the area 
with a full design studio, 
Ashton Woods Homes and 
its design consultants guide 
buyers through the process 
of choosing �nishes for their 
homes that re�ect the unique 
people who live in them.  
 Ashton Woods Homes, 
which broke ground in the 
Charleston area in 2013, 
is currently building in 
Mount Pleasant, Daniel 
Island, James Island, Goose 
Creek and Moncks Corner. 
�e company, which was 
recently recognized as the 
#1 Most Trusted Builder in 
America for the second year 
in a row by the Lifestory 
Research 2014 Most Trusted 
Builder in America Study, 
creates personalized �oor plans with an emphasis on style 
and design and a focus on great customer care. �e Studio 
follows the same principles as it helps buyers make their 
interior selections.    

BY  A N N E  TO O L E

Dwelling

 “We focus on the experience,” said Sarah Cooper, 
design manager at �e Studio. “We want our home buyers 
to come here and be inspired and to see �rsthand how 
these design elements will look in their homes. We really 
get to know home buyers �rst to understand how they live 
so we can help them choose the products and �nishes that 
will best support their lifestyle.” 
 �e Studio, located on Daniel Island and designed by 

world-renowned interior 
designer Anna Simone, 
boasts interactive vignettes 
to give customers the 
opportunity to visualize and 
use many of the available 
�xtures. A working kitchen, 
a centerpiece in the bright, 
open gallery, is used for 
appliance and cooking 
demonstrations. Various 
kitchen and bath vignettes 
are staged in galleries as if 
they were being used in 
a home, allowing clients 
to develop a true-to-life 
understanding of the 
products.    
 When making selections 
for items such as tile, 
hardwood, cabinets and 
backsplash, designers at 
�e Studio guides buyers 
through a process designed 
to take the stress out of 
an otherwise fun and 
inspirational part of the 
home buying journey. 
     “Studies have shown that 
people get overwhelmed 
when they have too many 

options,” said Cooper. “We merchandise products within 
�e Studio to minimize the clutter and help streamline the 
decision-making process for our buyers.” 
 �ousands of design options are showcased, including 
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The Studio,  des igned by Anna S imone,  boasts  interac t ive  v ignettes 
to  give customers  the oppor tunit y  to  v isual ize  and use many of  the 

avai lable  f ix tures.
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lighting, countertops, plumbing 
�xtures, �ooring, backsplash 
and more. A touch screen allows 
clients to see additional options 
that aren’t on display. �e Studio 
carries quality brands such as 
Moen faucets, Savoy House 
lighting, Timberlake cabinetry 
and Whirlpool appliances.    
 “Ultimately, we are here to 
make sure each and every one 
of our home buyers enjoys the 
journey of building a home. 

�ey are able to see, touch 
and even use many of the 
interior �nishes and �xtures 
available here in �e Studio. 
�at makes the decision-
making process easier and 
results in a personalized home 
that �ts their needs and is a 
true re�ection of their own 
inspiration,” Cooper said.  

For more information, visit 
www.ashtonwoods.com.

(843) 225-7515   |  www.gregorieferryapts.com  |  Winnowing Way, Mount Pleasant, SC 29466

Gregorie Ferry Living starting at $ 965
�e Ease of Living

• Mt. Pleasant’s Best Kept Secret!
• Smoke -free Living
• Elevators 
• Washer and dryers in all homes 

• Modern, functional space 
• Nine foot ceilings
• Hardwood floor finishes 
• Gourmet inspired kitchens
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The Studio guides  buyers  through a  process  designed to  take 
the stress  out  of  an other wise  fun and inspirat ional  par t  of  the 

home buying journey.

Discover the best of Daniel Island
S H O P P I N G

D I N I N G

H O M E S

C O N D O S

R E N T A L S

Managed by Mount Pleasant Home. 
For site information email Publisher@MountPleasantMagazine.com.

www.DanielIslandHomes.com
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Worship the Ground 
You Walk On
Sunray Flooring 

O       
NCE UPON A TIME, JUSTIN 
Ray was just another kid growing up 
in the South and learning to develop 
his passion from his father, Douglas 
Ray, who owned Sunray Carpet Mill 
in Dalton, Georgia. Fast forward to 

the present and Ray has brought back the family name 
as well as the family tradition, 
including knowledge, passion and 

customer service.  
 Sunray Flooring, which is currently headquartered 
o� Clements Ferry Road near Daniel Island, Mount 
Pleasant and Charleston, serves as a residential and 
commercial �ooring contractor and focuses on 
hardwood �oors, tile, stone and custom rugs. Sunray 
will not only help clients pick out the perfect �ooring 
for a home or business, they’ll even install it for you 
– and later check up on whether your new �oors have 
enhanced your home properly.  
 “I check up on every job from the beginning until we 
are �nished,” Ray commented. “We’re in it every step of 
the way.”  
 “Justin was awesome,” raved Emily Davis, a recent 
Sunray Flooring client from Daniel Island. “He sanded a 
large area of my �oor and stained a few di�erent shades so 
I could make sure I made the right color choice. �ere was 
no mess after the work was complete – and now, whenever 
I see him, he asks how my �oors are! He just �nished 
doing my mother’s �oors in Orangeburg, in fact.”  
 Impeccable customer service is something Justin 
Ray learned from watching his father long ago. 
Meanwhile, his knowledge of hardwood, stone, tile 
and other materials comes from more than 17 years of 
experience in the �ooring business. Besides his degree 
from the University of Alabama, Ray is a member the 
National Wood Flooring Association and National Tile 
Contractors Association.  
 “I was self taught in the beginning and realized the high 
demand for quality �ooring,” Ray explained. “I’m also an 

BY  D E N I S E  K .  J A M E S 
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Home Care

entrepreneur at heart.” 
 When someone does a great job, word gets around. 
�us, Sunray Flooring has had the privilege of installing 
�oors – plus backsplash, bathroom tiles and other parts 
of the home or business – for prominent establishments 
in the Lowcountry such as the Mills House Hotel, Ann 
Taylor Loft on King Street, and numerous medical o�ces 
and businesses of all kinds.  
 “We love working on Daniel Island – which is where 
we live – and East of the Cooper,” said Ray. “But we are 
equally willing to venture to downtown Charleston, Folly 
Beach or Kiawah.”  
 Floor care tips from Ray for the busy party season 
include keeping your �oor swept and clean with PH 
neutral cleaners, which are appropriate for both wood 
and natural stone. For those who might not live in the 
Lowcountry full time, Ray emphasizes the importance of 
keeping homes climate controlled for the long life of a 
�oor’s beauty.  

To find out more about Sunray Flooring, located at 
672 Marina Drive, call 843-606-5456 or visit 
www.sunrayflooring.com. 

Just in  R ay,  the owner  of  Sunray Floor ing,  has  more than 17 years  of 
exper ience in  the f loor ing business.

Fresh Seafood.
Fresh Drinks.
Fresh Air.

Perfect for Holiday Parties!

No Bait. 
No Tackle. 

All Eclectic. 

We’ve Got Your Gifts!
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The Key to Success 
East Cooper Lock & Safe

L       
ARRY SPEARS PUTS IN 75 HOURS 
a week at one of the oldest businesses in 
Mount Pleasant. He’s almost always on 
call, sometimes leaving his house in the 
middle of the night to rescue some poor 
soul who’s been locked out of his car or 

home. When the economy went sour, he was forced to sell 
some of his prized possessions to 
keep the business a�oat. 

 But despite the ups and down of the locksmith business, 
the owner of East Cooper Lock & Safe is thoroughly 
enjoying himself. 
 “I’m a businessman, 
but I like to have fun,” 
said Spears, showing o� 
a moose mounted on the 
wall of his building on 
Old Georgetown Road.  
 When his stepfather, 
who helped start the 
business, passed away, 
the moose became a 
permanent member of 
the East Cooper Lock 
& Safe sta�. Spears said 
he had to go to court 
to keep another family 
member from laying 
claim to the animal. 
 Like the moose, the business has moved more than 
a few times since it was established in 1981. Originally 
located in a building that once served as a motel on 
Coleman Boulevard, its most recent home was in the 
old K-Mart shopping center. About six years ago, Spears 
bought what he called “an old crack shack” on Old 
Georgetown Road. Last year, after spending 12 months or 
so renovating the building, he moved the business. 
 In addition to making keys for homes and businesses 
and high-security keys and remotes for cars, ECLS sells a 
variety of locks and safes. Kristy, Spears’ wife of 21 years, 
handles the decorative hardware part of the business, 
providing the �nishing touches for homes in Daniel 
Island, Kiawah and Mount Pleasant. 

BY  B R I A N  S H E R M A N
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 Spears, who grew up on the Isle of Palms – as did 
his wife – worked in restaurants and as a mechanic and 
even drove a school bus before he settled into his current 
business, going to work for his stepfather at East Cooper 
Lock & Safe in 1983. He later took ownership of the 
business, which thrived until the economy tanked in 2008. 
 “We went into debt to keep the business alive,” he 
explained. “I sold insurance policies, rental houses and 
classic cars.” 
 Giving up the cars was painful for Spears because he’s 
always had a soft spot in his heart for classic automobiles. 

He remembers racing 
his 1967 Barracuda on 
Palm Boulevard as a 
teenager. 
     Despite the economic 
struggles, Spears said he’s 
led an interesting life as 
a locksmith. A few years 
ago, he replaced four 
doors that had rusted 
away on the Arthur 
Ravenel Jr. Bridge, 
and, while he was on 
the bridge, he rode the 
elevator to the top of the 
span “just for the fun 
of it.”  

 And then there was the time he got involved in a 
divorce – sort of. He re-keyed the house twice for the 
husband and twice for the wife – and then once again. 
He decided after the �fth time that he no longer wanted 
to be involved. 
 East Cooper Lock & Safe has served Mount Pleasant 
and the surrounding area in more ways than one in 
the past 33 years. ECLS supports Keys for Hope, an 
organization that makes various items –necklaces, 
pendants, key chains, Christmas tree ornaments – out 
of old keys and sells them to raise funds for One-Eighty 
Place, a local homeless shelter.  

To find out more about East Cooper Lock & Safe, visit 
www.eclocksafe.com or call 843-881-2044. 

Larr y  Spears  has  spent  more than three decades  in  the locksmith business  in 
Mount  Pleasant .
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Four Generations Of 
Helping Families Save Money 
On Their Insurance Needs.

The Money Saving Fast Quote Hotline
800-771-2293  |  www.SIGSC.com
Serving all of South Carolina – Specializing in LOCAL
AUTO | HOME | FLOOD | WIND | COMMERCIAL PROPERTY | BUSINESS

SASS SCHIRMER
Principal Agent

sass@sigsc.com
(843) 482-0130

BOX AND KELLY
IN THE MORNING
6AM to 10AM

/1055thebridge       @TheBridgeat1055/1055thebridge       @TheBridgeat1055

CRITIC
3PM to 7PM

Tune in on the radio, or online at:
1055thebridge.com 

LAURA LEE
10AM to 3PM

WOLF 
7PM to 12AM



FOR MOST WOMEN, A WELLFITTED   
bra is an absolute necessity. It’s one of the few 
things you wear often and close to your body, 
therefore it needs to feel natural throughout 
the entire day. A poorly �tted or uncomfort-

able bra can ruin your day, yet, surprisingly, 85 percent of 
women wear an incorrect bra size. 
 Bits of Lace Fine Lingerie, �rst established in down-
town Charleston nearly 40 years ago, takes pride in provid-

ing the ladies of the Lowcountry 
with professional bra �ttings and 

high quality, exclusive lingerie lines. Owner Ruth Brennan, 
who purchased the King Street 
boutique in 2000, credits her 
ability to intuitively understand 
her clients’ needs and her desire to 
help them to her previous experi-
ence as a critical care nurse. In 
April, she opened a second loca-
tion on West Coleman Boulevard. 
 Bits of Lace in Mount Pleas-
ant o�ers a variety of exclusive 
European brands, such as Prima-
Donna, Marie Jo and Empreinte, 
and a variety of intimate apparel 
products, including bras, underwear, corsets, chemises, 
cashmere robes and blankets, lounge wear, pajama sets and 
swimwear. Bits of Lace is one of the few boutique retailers 
in the United States to carry the exclusive French swimwear 
line, Eres. 
 “We are known for a high level of customer service,” 
said Bits of Lace Chief Executive O�cer Zee Patel. “We 
understand that walking into a boutique lingerie store can 
be intimidating for many people; we want to make them 
feel at home.” 
 Unlike some department store �ttings that will often 
use a measuring tape to �t, Bits of Lace specialists will 
educate the customer on di�erent styles of cups and band 
sizes while personally �tting the bra to her body. Bra �t 
specialists understand how their products are made, down 
to the types of fabric and wire used in each bra. 
 “We are the only bra-�t specialists in the area,” said Patel. 

“All employees complete extensive training in bra �tting. We 
are highly knowledgeable about the products we carry, and 
we understand how they �t each woman di�erently.” 
 Along with a beautiful assortment of fashion lingerie 
sets, visitors to Bits of Lace will also �nd a variety of every-
day T-shirts, sports bras and strapless bras in a wide range 
of sizes, from 30B to 46J. Mastectomy and lumpectomy 
�ttings are available by appointment through Brennan, 
who o�ers a three-part consultation plan, helping clients 
�nd comfortable and �tted foundations that help them 
feel beautiful and feminine. 
     “It’s all about �t,” Patel explained. “What �ts perfectly 

for one person could �t com-
pletely di�erently on another 
woman of the same proportions. 
You can truly feel the di�erence 
when you wear our bras.” 
     Bits of Lace also makes special 
accommodations for brides 
and their attendants and can be 
privately booked for lingerie par-
ties that include hors d’oeuvres, 
cocktails, �ttings and the oppor-
tunity to shower the bride with 
gifts from her wish list. 

 Women of all ages, shapes and sizes have found a 
comfortable, trustworthy place to buy their lingerie, and 
the Bits of Lace website has opened the door for custom-
ers worldwide to purchase these exclusive products online. 
Clients nationally and globally are able to get a bra �tting 
from a specialist over the telephone or through applica-
tions such as Skype and FaceTime. 
 “�e lines and products we o�er are known for their 
craftsmanship. Combined with our custom �tting and 
high level of service, we provide our customers with com-
fortable lingerie that is made to last,” Patel said. “Our 
goal is to �nd the perfect �t for each individual’s needs 
and lifestyle.” 

Bits of Lace is located at 453 W. Coleman Blvd. in Mount 
Pleasant. To find out more, call 843-531-6625 or visit 
www.bitsoflace.com.

It’s NOT One Size Fits All  
Bits of Lace

BY  A N N E  TO O L E 
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Bits  of  Lace helps  i ts  c l ients  f ind anything f rom basic  bras 
for  ever yday wear  to  an ent i re  wardrobe.
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Eye Wellness
brought to you by

Dr. Emily Curry 
Optometrist

(843) 352-9977
3070 Hwy 17 N, Suite 201 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466 
www.SweetgrassEyecare.com 

iWellnessExamTM

Like an MRI of the eye!
Early detection of diabetes, 

glaucoma and macular 
degeneration.

Do you have a child with autism? You want the best therapy.
Early Autism Project, Inc., provides Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA), the highest-quality, evidence-based 
therapy for children and young adults ages 20 months 
to 21 years with autism spectrum and related disorders. 
ABA is covered by many private and government  
insurance providers, including TRICARE.
EAP o�ers customized treatment plans and hands-on 
support throughout the growth and development of 
your child.

EAPCharleston.com • (843) 352-7049 • 1123 Queensborough Blvd • Ste 102

NOW OPEN

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6:30 P.M.
2nd Tuesday of every month

Low Country Autism Support Group
Have you ever felt alone in your struggles as a parent? 
Join us as we �nd support, build a network, and share 
our experience, strength and hope. Childcare is available 
upon request.

CHARLESTON CLINIC
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I T HITS YOU THE MOMENT YOU FINISH  
o� those last scoops of cranberry sauce and stu�-
ing – the holiday rush. After �anksgiving, life is a 
landslide into Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or 
whatever other end-of-the-year holiday you choose 
to celebrate. While some people might opt to stand 

in line at the Apple Store or search the mall for that limited 
edition charm, others seek gifts that 
feel a bit more personal. 

 Mount Pleasant Magazine searched farmers markets 
and Etsy shops to bring you the best local �nds this season 
has to o�er. Consider this list the solution to your shop-
ping dilemmas. �ese items are not mass-produced but 
rather slowly crafted for the ones you love most. From 

treats that delight your taste buds to page-turners you 
can’t put down, you’re sure to �nd something for even the 
pickiest in your pack.  
 Few things compare to the perfectly baked cookie. 
With just one bite, all the chaotic chatter of the world 
fades into the distance, while �awlessly blended sugar, eggs 
and �our take hold. If a cookie is done right, it can restore 
your faith in humanity.  Just ask Faith Keppler, known 
lovingly as �e Cookie Chick. A regular on the farmers 
market circuit, her creations have earned a reputation of 
being truly mouthwatering. 
 From the fancy coconut cream tarts with chocolate 
ganache to the lemon sugar cookie, the options are endless. 
Recently, Keppler has gone beyond those sweets that 

Made 
withLove

LOCAL GIFTS FOR 
EAST COOPER SHOPPERS

Neck lace by Dee Ruel .

Soaps by Ear th Maiden.Potter y  by Ear th Maiden. Cook ies  by The Cook ie  Chick .
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dunk in milk and whisked her way 
into banana bread and brownies. She 
credits her baking success to “the 
never-ending quest to make a good 
product even better.”  
 “There’s always something that I 
want to tinker with to improve taste, 
texture, visual appeal,” said Keppler.   
 Nothing pairs better with a sugary 
late-night snack than a novel that 
satis�es your need for chills. Who 
doesn’t love a tale of a hard-drinking, 
hardworking redneck who just 
happens to be able to communicate 
with the dead? In his supernatural 
dark comedic thriller, Christopher 
Watson has crafted a novel worthy of 
your literary collection. �e �rst in 
a series, set on the cobblestones and 
dusty back roads of the Charleston 
peninsula, this book will have you 
squinting in fright at those shadows of 
the night. 

 “It’s spooky in parts, shocking in 
others, deeply emotional in still others 
but funny throughout, especially if 
you like your humor on the more 
sarcastic side,” said Watson. “Call 
it urban fantasy with a Southern 
accent.”  
 Earth Maiden – the name alone 
conjures up an image of a goddess, 
tending to blossoming buds, the air 
thick with lavender or eucalyptus. 
From just one smell of the made-
from-scratch soap, it’s easy to see why 
this family-run company attracts a 
local and national client base. 
 “As an obstetrical nurse, I became 
interested in herbs and aromatherapy 
and their calming e�ects on babies,” 
said Earth Maiden founder Mary Ernst. 
“It is so gratifying to create products 
that nurture the spirit and contribute to 
customers’ overall well-being.” 
 Showering becomes that much Faith  Keppler  i s  a lso  k nown as  The 

Cook ie  Chick .

The Pioneers of Dental Implants in South Carolina
~ Since 1968 ~

Christopher J. Caputo, DMD, MHS  |  Edward T. Murphy, DMD  |  J. Daulton Keith, DDS, FICD, FACD
115 Elizabeth Street, Mt. Pleasant, SC  |  843.571.0853  |  33-A Gamecock Ave. , Charleston, SC

www.charlestonperio.com

Excessive gum tissue may be covering your teeth, making 
them appear shorter than they really are.

Our doctors specialize in restoring the length and beauty of your 
natural teeth, or “surgical sculpting” of the gum tissue and bone.

Following this procedure you will have a full, balanced smile 
with natural contours.

Thank you for trusting your smile to our team 
of caring professionals.

DEDICATED. CARING. BOARD CERTIFIED

BEFORE

AFTER

Do you have a gummy smile?
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�ank you for voting us Best of Mount Pleasant year a�er year!

The Common • 210 Coleman Blvd., Mt. Pleasant • 884-4814
XXX�SBHBNVóODIJMESFOTCPVUJRVF�DPN�•�XXX�TUSJEFSJUFNPVOUQMFBTBOU�DPN

Children’s Boutique
Newborn to size 7

Children’s wear & Gifts

"MM�UIF�5PQ�#SBOET�JO�4IPFT��
&YQFSU�4IPF�'JUUFST�
$PNQMFUF�%BODF�4IPQ�

Tween & Teen 7-16, 
Jr’s, Ladies,
Boys 8-20

@ Ragamuffin Shop, 
Stride Rite & Radical Rags

Garner
FAMILY  DENTISTRY

From preventative hygiene 
services to gentle restorative 
procedures, trust in 19 years 
of experience.

Garner Family Dentistry, LLC
1059 Chuck Dawley Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

843.884.6002
Mon-Thurs 8-5   |   cynthiagarnerdentistry.com

• Bonding
• Cosmetic Contouring
• Crowns and Bridges
• Cosmetic Fillings
• Excessive or Uneven Gums
• Implants
• Veneers
• Zoom Whitening
• Sealants
• Extractions
• Scaling and Root Planing
• Dentures
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Jaw/TMJ

Cynthia Garner, DDS
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more exciting with bars such as Bay Rum Spice and 
Avocado Calendula. In addition to body butters, lotions, 
deodorants, lip balms, natural insect repellent and even an 
array of pet-care products, Earth Maiden produces a line 
of pottery. 
 “We have such a wide 
variety of products, and they 
can be combined in numer-
ous combinations to come 
up with the perfect holiday 
gift,” said Ernst.  
 Dee Ruel has been craft-
ing jewelry for 15 years. A former resident of Hawaii, it’s 
easy to see that chain of islands surface in her designs.  
 “Growing up on the coast of Maine, living in the Keys 
and �nally planting my feet on the beaches of Charleston, 
it is not hard to see why my jewelry is so ocean-inspired,” 
said Ruel. 
 Delicate, feminine and chock-full of whimsy, her pieces 
serve as a reminder that simplicity speaks volumes.  
 From the translucent greens of wave-rendered sea glass to 
the sleek, pearl-laden bracelets, you could easily picture her 
work washing ashore in a corked bottle. Instead of waiting 
seaside for a bit of bling, Ruel has started up a program 
where you, or someone of your choosing, can receive a 
monthly or seasonal doorstep delivery. Shipped from her 
studio on Coleman Boulevard, elegant treasures travel miles 
in Meraki boxes – Greek for “to do something with passion.” 
 If jewelry isn’t quite what you’re looking for, be sure to 
check out Ruel’s selection of custom stationery for those 
who like to keep in touch the old fashioned way.  
 Each third Saturday of the month, the BI-LO 
Pavilion on Shelmore Boulevard is taken over by �e 
Crafter’s Network. Local artisans and crafters, who vary 
with each show, o�er hand-crafted items for sale that 
feature the charm of the Lowcountry. 
 Also, every Sunday, the Awendaw Farmer’s & Crafters 
Market is held at the Tractor Supply on Highway 17 in 
Awendaw. Fresh local produce combines with Lowcountry 
artisans to o�er unique gift-giving ideas for all your 
holiday needs. 
 Still not sure what to get that relative who’s hard to 
shop for? Mount Pleasant’s House of Brews has an assort-
ment of growlers, �lled with local and national beers. And 
the store’s selection of loose-leaf tea and co�ee blends truly 
provide you with a reason to wake up in the morning. 
 Armed with this list, you’re sure to give that jolly dude 
in crimson a run for his money. Shop on and remember 
to pick up a little something for yourself. After all, you’ve 
earned it. 

The Craf ter ’s  Net work takes 
over  the BI -LO Pavi l ion the third 

Saturday of  each month.

Save 
money 
on your 
mortgage. 
Really.

Buying a new home 
or looking to refi nance your 
current mortgage?
South Carolina Federal Credit Union’s 
5/1 Adjustable Rate Mortgage (ARM) is a 
fi nancing option that may save you money 
over a traditional fi xed-rate mortgage.
It is truly Life Simplifi edSM.

Rates
as low as

2.875%
2.521% APR*

0 Points!

After 5 years, the principal and interest payment for this 
loan will be $1,535.21.

For more information, visit
scfederal.org/mortgage

843-797-8300 (Charleston) 
800-845-0432 (Nationwide)

Limited time offer. Subject to credit review and approval. The payment 
scenario above includes principal and interest. It does not include taxes 
or insurance, so your actual payment will be higher.
*Interest rate is current as of 7/1/2014. The rate is a variable rate and 
is subject to change. Your actual rate will depend on credit worthiness 
and collateral value.   **The interest rate of 4.875% is for savings 
illustration purposes only of a traditional fi xed-rate mortgage and is 
not a refl ection of the current rate offered by South Carolina 
Federal Credit Union.

Federally insured by NCUA

Current 
Rate

 4.875%**
Principal 

and Interest 
Payment

New
Rate

  2.875%*
Principal 

and Interest 
Payment

$1,587.62 $1,244.68

Mortgage 
Amount

$300,000

Monthly 
Savings

$342.95

5-Year
Savings

$20,576.84
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THE CHARLESTON 
Christmas Special” 
might seem magi-
cal to the audience, 
with its snow-dotted 
trees, lighting e�ects 

and glittery gowns, but show producer 
Brad Moranz knows it is hard work 
and not simply magic that makes the 
show a success.  
 It’s why he and wife, Jennifer 
Moranz, scour the country looking 
for professional singers, musicians 
and dancers to bring their musical 
vision to life at the Charleston Music 
Hall for three shows a year. �ey, too, 
know all the work that goes into a 
show business career.  
 Even though Brad and Jenny have 
been rooted in Mount Pleasant for 
years, their respective musical journeys 
started at opposite ends of the country. 
Brad grew up in Texas, studying music 
composition and acting. Jenny started 
dance classes as a child in North Caro-
lina and went on to pursue a dance 
major at East Carolina College. Her 
career path eventually led her to work 
as a full-time dancer with the world-
famous Rockettes in New York City.  
 Brad went to the University of 
Houston and worked as an entertainer 
at a local amusement park, alongside 
classmates Dennis and Randy Quaid. 
He went on to be an understudy in 
the national touring company of “A 
Chorus Line.” 

 But it was a production of “Singin’ 
in the Rain” in the mid-1980s where 
Brad and Jenny met and fell in love.  
 �ey’ve been making a life together 
on stage and o� ever since.  
 Together, Brad and Jenny have 
directed and choreographed produc-
tions of “Little Shop of Horrors,” 
“Annie,” “Guys and Dolls,” “Nun-
sense” and “Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers.” �ey have done choreogra-
phy work for feature �lms “Radioland 
Murders” and “�e Road to Wellville” 
and TV productions “�e Margaret 
Mitchell Story” and “�e Young Indi-
ana Jones Chronicles.”
 
MAKING MUSIC IN CHARLESTON 
 �ey landed in Charleston in 
1995 to be part of a new production 
at the new Charleston Music Hall, 
“�e Serenade Show,” put together 
by Calvin Gilmore of �e Carolina 
Opry with the help of �e Family 
Channel. Brad and Jenny were part 
of the show for three years, perform-
ing and providing creative direction 
and production.  
 But �e Family Channel was 
eventually bought by a division of 
Fox and then sold to �e Walt Dis-
ney Co. As a result, “�e Serenade 
Show” was cancelled.  
 “We had a decision,” Brad said. 
“Did we want to go back to New York, 
Wilmington or Los Angeles, or did we 
want to stay in Charleston? We fell in 
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love with Charleston, and it was really 
simple. We said, ‘I want to stay here.’” 
 At the same time, they decided to 
produce shows, taking on the “business 
of show business,” Brad said.  
 For more than 15 years, the Mo-
ranz duo has been treating audiences 
of all ages to their brand of entertain-
ment – primarily musical revues that 
take existing songs and put them 
together into a theme, such as the 
rock ‘n’ roll of the 1950s, show tunes 
or holiday classics.  
 “We grew up in the television 
variety show generation,” Brad said. 
“�ose were the days when the whole 
family sat around the television and 
they watched. And whatever you were 
presenting had to be good for every-
body. �at’s our philosophy. We don’t 
even work at it; it’s just who we are.” 
 
MAKING IT IN THEATER 
 Brad and Jenny produce, write, 
direct, cast and choreograph three 
musical revues a year: a retro rock ‘n’ 
roll show in March, a variety show in 
July and the annual “�e Charleston 
Christmas Special,” running through-
out December. �is year, they also 
added an extra show: “�e Great 

American Songbook” in October. 
 In their Mount Pleasant home, 
they brainstorm, tap out music on the 
keyboard, store costumes and vet cast 
members. Brad even answers phone 
calls from people who have questions 
about tickets. From start to �nish, they 
are the show.  
 Fans feel connected to this Mount 
Pleasant couple, standing in applause 
after each show and then heading to 
the stage for a handshake and personal 
greeting. It’s part of what keeps people 
coming to the shows year after year.  
 “One of the hardest thing to do 
in theater is simply to keep doing it,” 
Brad said. “It’s a very �ckle business, 
and it should be because it forces you 
to always be re-evaluating your product 
and making sure the people who’ve 
been to it still want to come back and 
new people want to come to it.” 
 “I feel blessed and grateful more 
than I can say that we still get to do 
this – period,” he concluded. 

�e Charleston Christmas Special runs 
from Dec. 6 through Dec. 21 at the 
Charleston Music Hall, located at 37 
John St. For ticket information, visit 
www.bradandjennifermoranz.com.
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The musical journeys of Brad and Jennifer Moranz started at opposite ends of the country and 
ended up in the Lowcountry.
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“Shop often... 
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You can’t go wrong with

Located in the BELLE HALL shopping center
608D Long Point Rd • Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

843.849.3482
Locally owned and operated since1973

www.backpackerqualitygear.com
M-F 10 - 6:30 and Sat 10 - 6

clothing, gear and footwear for your active lifestyle
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We’re Building
Smiles for

Life!

Cosmetic And Restorative Dentistry | Dental Implants | Hygiene And Periodontal �erapy
Zoom Teeth Whitening | Clear Orthodontics

New Patients Welcome!
Our highest priority is to o�er our patients a comfortable and positive dental experience. 

We will take the time to listen to our patients and help them meet their dental goals.

1041 Johnnie Dodds Blvd. Suite 1  |  Mt. Pleasant, SC
    (843) 884-6004
           www.asseydental.com

Tim Assey, DMD    John Assey, DMD

Cosmetic And Restorative Dentistry | Dental Implants | Hygiene And Periodontal �erapy

2014

Need a professional, trustworthy,
dependable flooring contractor?   
We provide building contractors 
and homeowners  with hardwood, 
tile and stone installations.

Contact us today for your 
next project!

672 Marina Dr, Suite 104 • Charleston, SC 29492  |  843-606-5456  |  www.sunrayflooring.com

YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS    
will tell you when your ability to hear clearly 
starts to disappear – or at least they should. 
 �at’s the word from Dr. Kristen Bish, 
a trained and experienced audiologist who 

recently opened �e Hearing Shoppe in Mount Pleasant. 
She pointed out that there are two types of hearing loss 

– sensorineural and conductive. 
Sensorineural hearing loss, a 

result of damage to the inner ear or to the nerve pathways 
from the inner ear to the brain, is permanent. Once your 
hearing is gone, it’s gone forever. 
 Conductive hearing loss, on the 
other hand, in most cases is a tem-
porary problem that can be treated 
with drugs or surgery, usually by an 
ear, nose and throat specialist. 
 So what can you do if you can 
hear your television or people talk-
ing but you can’t understand what 
they are saying? Your best option is 
to visit a doctor of audiology such 
as Dr. Bish, who can �t you with a 
hearing aid speci�cally designed to 
solve your hearing problem. 
 “With adults, it’s usually the 
high frequencies they can’t hear, 
letters such as ‘F’ and ‘S,’” Dr. Bish explained. “Some 
patients might hear vowel sounds but not consonants, and 
60 percent of understanding in English comes from conso-
nants. �ey’ll tell me: ‘I can hear, but I can’t understand.’” 
 Dr. Bish, who opened Palmetto Audiology and Speech 
�erapy in Summerville in 2006 and added �e Hearing 
Shoppe this past June, pointed out that sensorineural hear-
ing loss usually can be attributed to aging or exposure to 
loud noise. She said headphones and ear buds are OK, as 
long as the volume is set at a reasonable level, adding that 
one in �ve teenagers su�er from permanent hearing loss. 
 “My rule of thumb for my teenage daughter is if I can 
hear the lyrics in the song through her headphones, it’s 

too loud,” she said. 
 Dr. Bish carries hearing aids from a wide range of 
manufacturers at �e Hearing Shoppe, which means she 
and her patients can choose a brand that �ts their lifestyle 
and their hearing needs.  
 “A hearing aid needs to be ordered speci�c to a person’s 
hearing problem,” she said. 
 She added that many manufacturers o�er special deals, 
�nancial savings she can pass along to her patients. Unlike 
some of her competitors, she doesn’t have to buy hearing 
aids from one company. She feels that each hearing aid 
manufacturer o�ers something a little di�erent. 

       “It’s important to see a 
doctor of audiology, someone 
with the education and expe-
rience only an audiologist can 
o�er,” Dr. Bish said. “Hearing 
aids can’t solve every hearing 
problem, but they do solve 
around 95 percent.” 
      An audiologist since 1999 
and a native of Hamburg, 
New York, Dr. Bish complet-
ed her undergraduate work at 
the State University of New 
York at Geneseo. She earned 

her master’s at the University 
of Bu�alo and her doctor of Audiology at the Arizona 
School of Health Sciences. 
 Dr. Bish relocated to the Lowcountry to accept a posi-
tion at a busy ENT practice in the Charleston area. Her 
husband, Darin, is the o�ce manager for both Palmetto 
Audiology and Speech �erapy and �e Hearing Shoppe. 
�ey have three children: Brianna, 16; Connor, 12; and 
Katie, 4. 

To find out more about how you can solve your hearing prob-
lems, visit www.thehearingshoppe.net, call 843-352-7500 or 
drop by �e Hearing Shoppe in �e Shoppes at Seaside Farms 
in Mount Pleasant.

Understanding 
What You Hear  

The Hearing Shoppe

BY  B R I A N  S H E R M A N
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I f  you can hear  people  ta lk ing but  you can’t  understand 
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Two Convenient Locations:
904 Old Georgetown Road, Mt Pleasant, SC

8720 Northpark Blvd Bldg A, North Charleston, SC

(843) 971-1609
www.drjenniferlohse.com

Dr. Lohse will work with you and your restorative dentist to develop the 
best treatment plan for you, while maximizing your insurance benefits.

Services Include
• Painless Laser Periodontal Therapy 
• Pinhole Surgical Technique - a less painful more aesthetic tissue grafting 

procedure (Incision–free, suture-free, minimal post-operative symptoms)

• Immediate tooth replacement with implants
• Periodontal Cleanings
• TMJ Therapy
• Gum and tissue treatment for the long-term maintenance of your teeth
• Periodontal aesthetic surgery

Dr. Jennifer E. Lohse

J e n n i f e r E . L o h s e , D M D , M S
P e r i o d o n t i c s & I m p l a n t o l o g y

“Everything is so exciting. I love it here.” 
- Edna James, Sandpiper resident

Edna James moved into the Sandpiper Rehab/Nursing 
Center  on Mother’s Day 2014, relocating from Charlotte 
for a short term stay while recovering from a recent injury. 
James is so enthusiastic that she is known around Sandpiper 
as “The Ambassador.”  She keeps very busy with  group 
activities, exercise, word games, and Bible study and 
continues with occupational and physical therapy!

EDNA JAMES: “THE AMBASSADOR”

1049 Anna Knapp Blvd.  •  Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
1-800-732-6761 • www.sandpipercenter.com

COME SEE OUR NEWLY RENOVATED ROOMS!

Sandpiper Village Independent Living
Sandpiper Courtyard Assisted Living
Sandpiper Rehabilitation and Nursing Center
Sandpiper Outpatient Rehabilitation Therapy

Parkside Homes from the 300’s
Custom Waterfront Homes from the 700’s

Sales Centers are Now Open!

FreemansPoint.com
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Ask the Experts

More Than Just a Credit Union 
Heritage Trust Supports 

Local Communities

H 
ERITAGE TRUST FEDERAL  
Credit Union is more than just a 
�nancial institution. In addition to 
providing a wide range of banking 
services, it also plays an integral 
role in communities throughout 

the Lowcountry, supporting initiatives that enhance and 
improve the lives of residents of Charleston, Dorchester, 
Berkeley and Colleton counties. 
 �rough its HTCares Community Outreach Program, 
Heritage Trust supports a wide range of nonpro�t 
organizations, while its employees donate their time and 
money to assist local and national charities in making life 
a little easier for families and children who need their help. 
Among the groups they work with are the American Red 
Cross, the Muscular Dystrophy Association, the American 
Heart Association, Relay For Life, Trident United Way, 
the GIFT Mentoring Program, the Special Olympics, the 
Children’s Miracle Network and the GEARup program. 
 In the past few years, Heritage Trust has partnered with 
more than 45 charities. 
 For example, in June, Heritage Trust donated $100,000 
to the Lowcountry Housing Trust, whose mission is “to 
build vibrant, sustainable communities by increasing 
the availability of a�ordable housing and to act as a 
catalyst to meet the fundamental needs of underserved 
neighborhoods.” 
 In September, Heritage Trust participated in the 13th 
Annual Trident United Way Day of Caring, organizing 
a “School is Cool!” rally for more than 300 students at 
Memminger Elementary School in Charleston. 
 Heritage Trust recently donated $1,500 to the Red 
Cross Heroes for Fire Victims campaign, which provides 
help for local families who have lost their home to a �re.  
 �e 10th Annual Heritage Trust Charity Golf 
Tournament, held in April at the Golf Club at Westcott 
Plantation in Summerville, raised funds for the American 
Cancer Society’s signature event, Relay For Life. 
 And during the holiday season, Heritage Trust will support 
the Toys for Tots program, a U.S. Marine Corps initiative that 
collects toys for local children. Donations of unwrapped gifts 
will be accepted at all Heritage Trust locations. 

 �e list of ways Heritage Trusts and its employees help 
their neighbors goes on and on. 
 Heritage Trust, which has 12 branches throughout 
the four-county area, has played an important role in 
the Lowcountry since 1955. Its branch on Coleman 
Boulevard in Mount Pleasant, which opened in April 

2012, is equipped with state-of-the-art technology and 
also has a community room that provides after-hours 
meeting space for local volunteer and nonpro�t groups 
and associations. And, with its members in mind, there 
are no teller lines. Instead, employees provide a more 
personalized experience by helping customers with their 
transactions at dialog stations. 
 �e Mount Pleasant branch was designed in 
partnership with Level 5, a consulting and development 
�rm that specializes in buildings for �nancial institutions. 
Level 5 is based in Atlanta, but most of the work on the 
branch was completed by local subcontractors. 
 Heritage Trust’s other Mount Pleasant branch is in 
Park West.  

Heritage Trust Federal Credit Union’s two Mount Pleasant branches 
are at 847 Coleman Blvd. and 1129 Park West Blvd. �e lobbies are 
open from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through �ursday and until 
6 p.m. on Friday. �e drive-ins open at 8:30 a.m.

The Heritage Trust Federal Credit Union branch on Coleman Boulevard in 
Mount Pleasant has been open since April  2012.
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Sincere, Honest, Experienced
Let our family take care of your family’s 

long term dental health.

• Family Dentistry • Preventive Dentistry 
• Cosmetic & Restorative Dentistry • Tooth Whitening

• Dental Implant Crowns and Bridges • Sedation Dentistry

Life Smiles Dentistry
Judy K. Villanyi, DMD

Family • Cosmetic • Restorative
843.849.9990

Ivy Hall Professional Center • 3070 Hwy 17 • Mt. Pleasant, SC
www.SmileOurWaySoon.com

New advances in hearing aid technology are available now!

Hearing Accessories
•	 Premium batteries
•	Custom ear molds for hearing aids, iPods, and MP3s
•	Water protection earplugs
•	Noise protection for musicians and sportsmen

Additional Services
•	Hearing aid repair services for all makes and models
•	Hearing aid cleaning services
•	 Seminars for groups and organizations, including 

support groups

Hearing Evaluations
•	Comprehensive diagnostic audiological evaluations 

and hearing tests for adults 
•	 Video otoscopy for detailed viewing of your ear 

canal
•	Computerized hearing aid analysis

Hearing Aids
•	 Full line of hearing aids, specializing in digital hear-

ing aid technology
•	 Fine-tuning	to	ensure	maximum	benefits

OUR SERVICES

NOW OPEN!

Dr. Kristen Bish, Au.D.

The Hearing Shoppe
1971 Riviera Drive, Suite 1
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

Call today to make an 
appointment

843-352-7500
thehearingshoppe.net
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IS YOUR CHILD DISTRACTED AND       
impulsive? Or is he just �dgety? Are you unable to 
focus on that big project at work? Or are you only 
procrastinating? 
     Your brain is remarkable. It keeps all your sys-

tems functioning. But aside from the basics of staying alive, 
which we all have in common, there are di�erences. Some 

of us are organized and have 
no trouble accomplishing 

multiple tasks each day. Others struggle to stay focused on 
the job at hand, are unable to follow through to complete 
tasks or have di�culty organizing ideas. 
 It can be frustrating for the child and, indeed, the entire 
family. In the past, ADHD (attention de�cit hyperactivity 
disorder) was diagnosed – with di�culty – through subjec-
tive means, such as recommendations by educators or 
conversations with the parents and child. It is much easier 
today through Focus-MD, an innovative and much more 
objective method of “seeing” into the brain. 
 Developed by Dr. James Wiley, Focus-MD uses testing 
to identify and monitor ADHD in children and adults. 
�ere are several o�ces throughout the Southeast, includ-
ing the Mount Pleasant location, which is sta�ed by Dr. 
Joanna Ghegan and Dr. Steven Bull. 
 “ADHD includes three core symptoms: hyperactiv-
ity, impulsivity and inattention,” Dr. Ghegan explained. 
“In addition to subjective assessments, we can objectively 
diagnose ADHD using the QbTest, which was developed 
in Sweden.” 
 �e test, which is approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, is done by computer. �e child wears a 
headband which monitors frequency of movement. �e 
resulting pattern of responses is compared with results of 
non-ADHD people who are of the same gender and age.  
 “Everyone is not diagnosed with ADHD,” Dr. Ghegan 
added. “Sometimes patients have other conditions that 
mimic the symptoms of ADHD, such as anxiety or learn-
ing di�erences.” 
 Only about 10 percent of the population is a�ected by 
ADHD, but, fortunately, proper treatment – including 
medications – o�ers dramatic improvements. �ere are 

many options, includ-
ing newer medications 
with more even delivery 
systems and fewer side ef-
fects than their predeces-
sors. In addition, the doc-
tors at the local ADHD 
clinic counsel patients 
on lifestyle modi�cations 
such as adequate sleep 
time, deceased TV screen 
exposure, good diet and 
exercise, making lists and 
using a calendar. Accord-
ing to Dr. Bull, medica-
tions are prescribed about 85 to 90 percent of the time, and 
regular appointments are scheduled to assure that patients 
are neither under- or overmedicated. �e initial appoint-
ment is apt to be lengthy. 
 “We don’t rush through,” said Dr. Bull. “�ey’re here 
for a good hour to an hour-and-a-half. �e test takes about 
20 minutes, and then we discuss the results.” 
 Both doctors like the unique approach of Focus-MD, 
which encourages individualized treatment plans. As physi-
cians, they understand the science of the brain. As parents, 
they can relate to the frustrations families experience. 
 Dr. Ghegan was raised in Atlanta and attended the 
Medical College of Georgia before completing her intern-
ship and residency in pediatrics at the Medical University 
of South Carolina. 
 Raised in Holly Hill, South Carolina, Dr. Bull at-
tended the Medical University of South Carolina and was 
in private practice there for 30 years before moving to 
Mount Pleasant. 
 Is it ADHD? Ask the doctors at Focus-MD. �ey’re 
pros at helping your remarkable brain focus. 

For more information on Focus-MD, ADHD and the QbTest, 
visit www.Focus-MD.com. To make an appointment with Dr. 
Ghegan or Dr. Bull, call (843) 593-9332. �e Focus-MD 
office is located at 900 Bowman Road in Mount Pleasant.

Focus on Results
Focus-MD

BY  B A R B A R A  M I L L E N  PAT R I C K
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As a  physic ian,  Dr.  Joanna Ghegan 
understands the sc ience of  the brain .
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multiple tasks each day. Others struggle to stay focused on 
the job at hand, are unable to follow through to complete 
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 “We don’t rush through,” said Dr. Bull. “�ey’re here 
for a good hour to an hour-and-a-half. �e test takes about 
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 Dr. Ghegan was raised in Atlanta and attended the 
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ship and residency in pediatrics at the Medical University 
of South Carolina. 
 Raised in Holly Hill, South Carolina, Dr. Bull at-
tended the Medical University of South Carolina and was 
in private practice there for 30 years before moving to 
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 Is it ADHD? Ask the doctors at Focus-MD. �ey’re 
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For more information on Focus-MD, ADHD and the QbTest, 
visit www.Focus-MD.com. To make an appointment with Dr. 
Ghegan or Dr. Bull, call (843) 593-9332. �e Focus-MD 
office is located at 900 Bowman Road in Mount Pleasant.

Focus on Results
Focus-MD

BY  B A R B A R A  M I L L E N  PAT R I C K
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As a  physic ian,  Dr.  Joanna Ghegan 
understands the sc ience of  the brain .
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~ Charleston’s Source for “A Grade”  Teak Furniture ~ 
Largest Selection ~ Best Service ~ Lowest Prices

Visit our unique display/design center!

For over 15 years �e Teak Hut has been selling �ne, “Grade 
A” outdoor teak furniture made to the highest standards, with 
wholesale pricing to our retail and commercial clients. 

 Our beautiful and durable furniture is eco-friendly, sustainable and 
made from the heartwood of slow growth plantation-grown trees, at 
least 30 years in age.  
 Our recent move to Long Point Rd has allowed us to expand 
our facilities, providing a larger selection and better inventory so that 
customers can have it ready for pick up or delivery.  

 We have increased our capacity for custom work which includes 
custom counter tops as well as furniture and accessories. In addition 
to “grade A” teak, we at the customer’s request, use other highly sought 
a�er select hardwoods that are able to withstand the demands of the low 
country outdoor environment.  
 If you have any questions or would like to consult with us on your 
design requirements feel free to contact us by phone, email or better yet 
stop by our location. We enjoy sharing our valuable knowledge about 
outdoor furniture, including its usability, lifespan, care and maintenance.

Call us today or visit us online

843.856.2095
www.theteakhut.com

Open Mondays by Appt Only
Tues-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5

463 Long Point Rd
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
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Dwelling

The Outside Is In 
Outdoor Concepts of Charleston

W       
ITH THE YEARROUND  
climate conducive to living 
the sweet life outside the 
home, it is no wonder more 
and more Mount Pleasant 
and Charleston area 
residents are bringing their 

inside world to the great outdoors. 
 “We have a saying,” said Dawn Hatchell, o�ce 
manager at Outdoor Concepts of Charleston, an 

outgrowth of the popular Teak 
Hut. “It’s ‘�e Outside Is In.’ �e 

weather is so perfect that you can enjoy your outdoor 
living space all year.” 
 Outdoor Concepts, a design and installation company, 
features a unique outdoor showroom.  
 “�ere’s nothing like it in the Charleston area,” said 
Hatchell. “It’s open 24-7 and people can come by and get 
an idea of what they can do with their outdoor areas. �ere 
are pavers, decking, fencing, an outdoor bar and kitchen, 
�replaces and �re pits. You name it. It’s a big plus for us.” 
 Owner Chris Hicks o�ers consultation and design 
services to homeowners. 
 “Chris will meet with the homeowners, visit the 
property and work up blueprints to show what the 
outdoor living space will look like. We also install, of 
course, and can access any product for the outdoor living 
area. We tie everything together.”  
 She added, “We have been growing our customer base 
every day, and we receive numerous calls for our services 
and products. Our customers are looking for knowledge 
and preciseness from us. Outdoor projects can be on a 
grand scale or smaller. �e beautiful weather we have here 
is a strong selling point.” 
 �e Teak Hut has been open for around 15 years, 
o�ering top-quality teak outdoor furniture and accessories 
directly from Indonesia. Formerly known as Classic 
Furniture, �e Teak Hut o�ers collections that include 
more than 100 items, such as dining tables, chairs, 
benches, lounges, rockers, steamer deck chairs, Adirondack 
chairs, co�ee tables, end tables, bars and more. �e 

original McClellanville, South Carolina, location has been 
a regular stop for insiders, many of them driving four to 
�ve hours for what they have come to know as quality 
at a�ordable prices. With the addition of the new Mount 
Pleasant location at 463 Long Point Road, the store o�ers 
the Charleston community a more accessible location. 
 Teak is a perfect product for outdoor furniture 
because its natural oils make it suitable for use in exposed 
locations – even 
when it’s not 
treated with oil 
or varnish. �e 
wood doesn’t 
crack, rot or split 
and is resistant to 
termites and other 
insects. 
 “Our model is 
to provide great 
value, quality 
products and 
respect for all 
concerned – the 
planet, the small 
business owners 
who produce the 
furniture and our 
customers,” Hicks 
said. “Our passion 
is teak, and we are proud to bring this furniture to our 
customers at the best prices possible.”     
 �e Outdoor Concepts website o�cers a feature that 
allows individuals to design their own outdoor living space. 
 “�ey can then contact us, and we will go through it 
and o�er suggestions,” said Hicks. “We still go out to the 
property, but it is an exciting interactive tool that allows 
customers a visual presentation of what they are looking 
for.”  

For more information, visit www.theteakhut.com or call 
843-856-2095.

Outdoor Concepts of Charleston features a 
unique outdoor showroom.
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Another                                 community

Style.  
Convenience.
Waterfront  

Living.

But most of all 
FREEDOM.

TidesIV.com

All new plans, all new construction, same great location 
overlooking the Charleston Harbor. And most importantly,  
freedom to lock and leave any time you want without worry.

Get in early and have the freedom to personalize 
your new residence. For details, contact your 
Realtor®, or Mac Triplett at 843.388.4681 or 
mtriplett@tidescharleston.com.

Tides Charleston’s Next Chapter 
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A Low-Key Approach
Danco Contemporary Furniture

P       
AUL HAUGAARD HAS BEEN IN  
business long enough to know what he 
needs to do to keep customers coming 
back to Danco Modern Furniture in 
Mount Pleasant. 
      Danco was established by 
Haugaard’s father in downtown 

Charleston in 1986 and moved to its current location on 
Johnnie Dodds Boulevard �ve years later. For the past 

23 years, the company has staked 
its claim as the only store in the 

Mount Pleasant area that focuses its e�orts strictly on 
selling contemporary furniture. 
 How has Danco survived while others have fallen 
by the wayside, victimized by a once-sluggish economy 
or because they failed to keep up with the changing 
needs of residents of the Lowcountry? Customer 
service, knowledge of the furniture industry and a low-
key approach to sales are the ingredients for success, 
according to Haugaard. 
 “We take care of our customers,” he commented. 
“And we carry products that will endure. �e furniture 
you buy here isn’t going to look nice for six months and 
then fall apart. We sell quality furniture.” 
 Haugaard �nds the quality pieces of furniture his 
clients want by attending a few shows a year in High 
Point, North Carolina, and through manufacturer’s 
representatives – from companies in the United States 
and Europe – who visit the store on a regular basis. 
He carries a wide range of contemporary chairs, tables, 
sofas, sectionals, desks, bookcases and anything else you 
might need for your home or o�ce, and he can special 
order just about any item that isn’t on display in his 
large showroom. 
 Among his top sellers are Stressless chairs, recliners, 
sofas and sectionals, and American Leather sleepers, which, 
according to Haugaard, are actually comfortable enough 
to sleep on. Danco delivers what it sells, in the tri-county 
area and beyond, from Hilton Head to Wilmington along 
the Carolina coast. �ough many of his customers live 
in Mount Pleasant, Haugaard does business with a large 
number of people from Kiawah, Seabrook, Charleston, 

Beaufort and Myrtle Beach. 
 Danco Modern Furniture has been around for 28 
years, 23 of them in Mount Pleasant, but Haugaard 
wasn’t exactly a newcomer to the furniture business 
himself when he took over the reins of the company 
in 2009. He started working in his family’s furniture 
store in Massachusetts when he was still in high school 
and has been involved in the industry for most of his 
working life. He took some time away as an employee 
of a company that provided consulting services to 
newspapers, but, other than during that three-year span, 
he has spent the bulk of his adult life honing his skills 
and enhancing his knowledge of the furniture industry. 
 Has much changed in the past �ve years in the way 
people buy furniture? Not really, according to Haugaard. 

He pointed out that new colors come out every year  – 
“At one time, everything was beige or brown. �en we 
started to see reds and whites. Blues are going to be 
popular this year” – but that what most customers want 
is top-quality service and furniture that will stand the test 
of time.  
 Both are part of the Danco tradition in Mount 
Pleasant.  

To find out more about Danco Modern Furniture, visit 
www.dancohome.com, call 843-884-2256 or drop by the 
store at 1035 Johnnie Dodds Blvd. in Mount Pleasant.

BY  B R I A N  S H E R M A N

Customer service, knowledge of the industry and a low-key approach to sales 
are the ingredients for success for Paul Haugaard and Danco Modern Furniture.
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BY  B R I A N  S H E R M A N
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Learning

Mathnasium
A Method That Adds Up

A       
S A FORMER ENGLISH MAJOR   
whose strength lies in crafting literary 
pieces, for me, math has always been 
a four-letter word. I remember the 
knot-in-the-stomach, sweaty-palm 
sensation that washed over my body 
when I heard an algebra pop quiz was 

in my near future. Fortunately, nowadays, there is a beacon 
of hope for those leery of long 
division. �at beacon is California-

based Mathnasium, whose methods break beyond 
textbooks and can be applied in 
everyday life.  
 Mathnasium is in the Belle 
Hall Shopping Center at 616 
Long Point Road in Mount 
Pleasant. Since opening in 
October 2014, it has been 
bustling with educational 
excitement that goes far beyond 
those brightly-colored �ashcards 
of yesteryear.  
 “We present math in a way 
that makes sense to students,” 
said Tony DeShan, owner of 
Mount Pleasant’s Mathnasium, which caters to grades 
kindergarten through 12. “We want to be there for any 
child that needs help and reach children who are struggling.”  
 While DeShan worked as a mortgage broker in his 
previous career, his wife, Whitney, was a Math Education 
major who taught at the high school level and tutored on 
the side. After seeing the results of Mathnasium in their 
hometown of Atlanta, the couple, who have three children 
of their own, knew it was an innovative venture they 
wanted to pursue.  
 “We thought it was a brilliant concept,” said DeShan, 
beaming about the franchise whose methods are rooted 
in helping children achieve a deeper understanding 
of mathematics – number sense – beyond quick-�x 
memorization.  
 Each student who walks through the door takes a test 
that helps instructors evaluate where he or she needs help. 
Individualized programs are then crafted to foster excellence 

and help that student reach a level of success that surpasses 
expectations. Unlike other tutoring programs that send 
students home with more work to do, Mathnasium focuses 
on getting the work done while at a session.   
 “We want to create relationships with teachers and 
parents so we can be that resource for enrichment,” said 
DeShan. “So we can help students get ahead.” 
     Mathnasium gets students excited about math and 
works to eliminate the fear and intimidation surrounding 
the subject. �rough interactive games, fractional puzzles 
and Lego-like geometric building sets, Mathnasium makes 

learning fun, so much so that 
students eventually forget they 
are doing actual work.  
     “We make the experience 
positive so children don’t want 
to leave and they want to come 
back,” said DeShan.  
     Perhaps even more impressive 
is the leniency surrounding 
memberships. Parents pay one 
low monthly rate, and children 
can attend an unlimited number 
of sessions when their schedule 
permits.   

 “We want you to come as often as you want,” said 
DeShan. “Whether that’s a Monday afternoon or a 
Saturday morning.”  
 With �exible hours, a teaching method that considers 
each individual and an expert sta�, Mathnasium has the 
foundation to make those report cards fridge-worthy. 
Consistently recognized as one of the top educational 
franchises in the world, Mathnasium has 500 locations in 
North America and elsewhere.  
 “It’s important for children to have strong math 
skills because it can translate into success later in life,” 
said DeShan. “Strong math skills can lead to careers in 
engineering and technical jobs.”  
 Mathnasium really is the solution to a complex 
problem.  

More information about Mathnasium is available at 843-352-
7125 or mtpleasant@mathnasium.com.

BY  K A L E N E  M CCO R T 

Tony and Whitney DeShan want to get kids excited about math.
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pieces, for me, math has always been 
a four-letter word. I remember the 
knot-in-the-stomach, sweaty-palm 
sensation that washed over my body 
when I heard an algebra pop quiz was 

in my near future. Fortunately, nowadays, there is a beacon 
of hope for those leery of long 
division. �at beacon is California-

based Mathnasium, whose methods break beyond 
textbooks and can be applied in 
everyday life.  
 Mathnasium is in the Belle 
Hall Shopping Center at 616 
Long Point Road in Mount 
Pleasant. Since opening in 
October 2014, it has been 
bustling with educational 
excitement that goes far beyond 
those brightly-colored �ashcards 
of yesteryear.  
 “We present math in a way 
that makes sense to students,” 
said Tony DeShan, owner of 
Mount Pleasant’s Mathnasium, which caters to grades 
kindergarten through 12. “We want to be there for any 
child that needs help and reach children who are struggling.”  
 While DeShan worked as a mortgage broker in his 
previous career, his wife, Whitney, was a Math Education 
major who taught at the high school level and tutored on 
the side. After seeing the results of Mathnasium in their 
hometown of Atlanta, the couple, who have three children 
of their own, knew it was an innovative venture they 
wanted to pursue.  
 “We thought it was a brilliant concept,” said DeShan, 
beaming about the franchise whose methods are rooted 
in helping children achieve a deeper understanding 
of mathematics – number sense – beyond quick-�x 
memorization.  
 Each student who walks through the door takes a test 
that helps instructors evaluate where he or she needs help. 
Individualized programs are then crafted to foster excellence 

and help that student reach a level of success that surpasses 
expectations. Unlike other tutoring programs that send 
students home with more work to do, Mathnasium focuses 
on getting the work done while at a session.   
 “We want to create relationships with teachers and 
parents so we can be that resource for enrichment,” said 
DeShan. “So we can help students get ahead.” 
     Mathnasium gets students excited about math and 
works to eliminate the fear and intimidation surrounding 
the subject. �rough interactive games, fractional puzzles 
and Lego-like geometric building sets, Mathnasium makes 

learning fun, so much so that 
students eventually forget they 
are doing actual work.  
     “We make the experience 
positive so children don’t want 
to leave and they want to come 
back,” said DeShan.  
     Perhaps even more impressive 
is the leniency surrounding 
memberships. Parents pay one 
low monthly rate, and children 
can attend an unlimited number 
of sessions when their schedule 
permits.   

 “We want you to come as often as you want,” said 
DeShan. “Whether that’s a Monday afternoon or a 
Saturday morning.”  
 With �exible hours, a teaching method that considers 
each individual and an expert sta�, Mathnasium has the 
foundation to make those report cards fridge-worthy. 
Consistently recognized as one of the top educational 
franchises in the world, Mathnasium has 500 locations in 
North America and elsewhere.  
 “It’s important for children to have strong math 
skills because it can translate into success later in life,” 
said DeShan. “Strong math skills can lead to careers in 
engineering and technical jobs.”  
 Mathnasium really is the solution to a complex 
problem.  

More information about Mathnasium is available at 843-352-
7125 or mtpleasant@mathnasium.com.

BY  K A L E N E  M CCO R T 
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Your home. Your cleaning plan.™

Why do I trust Molly Maid?

They clean my home the way I want it 
cleaned, they listen, they care and they  
follow my special instructions.

All my friends use Molly Maid; they’ve been 
satisfying customers for over 25 years. Now I 
recommend Molly Maid every chance I get.

I’m not bound by a contract, they  
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every cleaning.

They’re reliable, I know I can always rely  
on Molly Maid to arrive on time and to clean 
my home professionally!

People notice, visitors always compliment 
me on how clean and fresh my home is.  
Unexpected guests are no longer a concern.

Simple Reasons.

A clean you can trust.

1
All my friends use Molly Maid;
satisfying customers for over 25 years. Now I 
recommend Molly Maid every chance I get.

2
I’m not bound by a contract,
guarantee to put a smile on my face with 
every cleaning.

3
They’re reliable,
on Molly Maid to arrive on time and to clean 
my home professionally!4
People notice,
me on how clean and fresh my home is. 
Unexpected guests are no longer a concern.5

5

A clean you can trust.

For a cleaning plan designed around your home and 
lifestyle, visit mollymaid.com.
A portion of every cleaning fee goes to the 
Ms. Molly Foundation and their mission of 

supporting victims of domestic violence. In 2013, Molly Maid of Greater 
Charleston donated over $5,000 to local shelters via the Ms. Molly Foundation.

Trust Molly Maid to clean your home so thoroughly, 
people are guaranteed to notice!

Which Rooms Special RequestsHow Often

Contact us today! (843) 216-6130 or charleston@mollymaid.com

THE PHRASE “TO HEALTH AND    
happiness” surfaces in many a celebratory 
toast. But shortly after the clinking of cham-
pagne �utes and the �rst sips of bubbly, most 
folks forget about the health part and look to 

what course is being served up next.  
 In the heart of Mount Pleasant, one business is provid-

ing residents with opportuni-
ties to improve their health 

and simultaneously help others. Since opening in 1997, 
Coastal Carolina Research Center has assisted thousands of 
volunteers get to the root of what ails them. Whether it’s 
hot �ashes, ADHD or e�orts to stop smoking, this team 
of medical professionals strives to help. 
 “Coastal Carolina Research Center truly performs a pub-
lic service,” said Nathan Morton, 
who has been CCRC’s director 
since 2004. “We provide the city of 
Charleston access to new medicine, 
treatments and technology that 
they can’t �nd anywhere else.”  
 CCRC’s main objective is to 
work with pharmaceutical compa-
nies, physicians and participants 
to make groundbreaking discover-
ies in the �eld of medical research. 
It does all this with inviting smiles 
and a warm bedside manner. Just one look at the volun-
teer testimonials on the center’s website and it’s easy to 
see the multitude of lives these professionals have touched 
through their studies.  
 “We have many repeat volunteers,” said Morton. “If 
someone is willing to participate in a trial, the likelihood 
that they will do another is very high.” 
 In keeping with an “act locally, think globally” mind-
set, CCRC recognizes that its impact reaches far beyond 
its Mount Pleasant headquarters at 1156 Bowman Road. 
After all, a breakthrough in a local trial study can help oth-
ers on an international level.   
 “One volunteer has the potential to help so many 

other people,” said Morton. “Not only are they helping to 
advance medication for themselves but for future genera-
tions, neighbors and people around the world.” 
 While those who take part in studies are paid, perhaps 
even more valuable is the lasting e�ect the experience may 
have on their health. All services are provided at absolutely 
no cost to the participant. Whether it’s laboratory testing 
or dietary counseling, those who are involved in a study 
will never see a bill.   
 “We are built around protecting the health and welfare 
of our volunteer clients,” said Morton. “�e pharmaceu-
tical companies count on us to be objective observers, 
running trials that will help them determine if their drug is 
e�ective and safe.”  
 A handful of the volunteers who participated in a recent 

study on migraine prevention have 
experienced signi�cant relief.  
     “We are very enthusiastic about the 
antidotal results that we’ve seen with 
this class of drug,” said Morton.  
     CCRC is currently conducting a 
celiac disease study to determine if 
those who su�er from this condition 
may be able to take a pill as needed, 
similar to people who take heartburn 
medication before chowing down on a 
bowl of spicy chili.  

 “When people take any prescribed medication, they 
may experience side e�ects,” said Morton. “All the poten-
tial side e�ects that you see on medications come from all 
the data that was accumulated during the research process. 
At CCRC, you are closely monitored by our sta� in a safe 
environment. Our goal is to help identify and advance new 
and better medications than those currently available.” 
 Trustworthy, privately-owned and working for the 
greater good, Coastal Carolina Research Center provides a 
prescription for well-being. 

For more information, visit www.CoastalCarolinaResearch.com 
or call 843-856-3784.

A Prescription for 
Well-being  

Coastal Carolina Research Center

BY  K A L E N E  M CCO R T
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DR. ANNE KING GREGORIE 
 Today the accomplishments 
of Dr. Anne King Gregorie 
would be admirable but not 
unusual. However, for a woman 
born in the rural South just 
following Reconstruction, her 
achievements are extraordinary.  
Her grandfather, Ferdinand 
Gregrorie, was an early 
landowner in Christ Church 
Parish and owned Myrtle Grove, 
a plantation located along present day Ri�e Range Road. 
He also served as intendant (mayor) of Mount Pleasant 
and had the misfortune to have to surrender the town to 
union troops in 1865. Her father, also named Ferdinand, 
married Anne Palmer Porcher, a member of another local 
landowning family. At the time of her birth in 1887, the 
family was living in Savannah, where her father was 
managing a plantation. When she was 6, the family moved 
back to Christ Church Parish and lived at Oakland, the 
Porcher family plantation. At the age of 16, she earned a 
scholarship to Winthrop College and graduated three years 
later in 1906 with a bachelor of arts degree.  
 For the next 11 years, she taught school but returned to 
Christ Church Parish upon the death of her mother in 
1918 to care for her father. It was during this time that she 
developed a keen interest in history. Determined to pursue 
her new avocation, she enrolled at the University of South 

Carolina and obtained a master’s degree. She also took 
graduate courses at the University of Wisconsin and 
returned to USC to teach while completing her 
dissertation on �omas Sumter. She was the �rst woman 
to receive a doctorate in history from USC. She taught 
history at both Arkansas and Alabama colleges. During the 
Depression, she again returned to Christ Church Parish 
and compiled historical records for the Works Progress 
Administration. 
 For the remainder of her life, her writings concentrated 
on state and local history. She served as director of the 
South Carolina division of the National Historical Records 
Survey from 1936 until 1941. She contributed and edited 
�e South Carolina Historical Magazine from 1948 until 
1958 and then served as president of the South Carolina 
Historical Association until 1959. She completed “Christ 
Church Parish, 1706-1959” just prior to her death on 
Dec. 4, 1960. She is buried in the old churchyard of 
Christ Church.  
 
JENNIE VERDIE 
EDMUNDSTON MOORE 
 Today, a Mount Pleasant 
grammar school bears the name 
of Jennie Moore. Moore was 
born in Mount Pleasant on Oct. 
21, 1882, one of �ve children of 
William Edmundston and Sarah 
Eliza Venning Edmundston. �e 

ICONS
I n f l u e n t I a l

�e end of World War II saw the emergence of strong women throughout the nation, and 
Mount Pleasant was no exception. Women assumed influential new roles in education 

and also recognized the importance of recording the past. �e dramatic growth of Mount 
Pleasant following World War II presented new challenges and produced trailblazers 

to lead the town to its destiny as a major South Carolina urban center.



137w w w.MountPleasantMagazine.com |  w w w.Char lestonPhysic ians.com |  w w w.MountPleasantHomes.com

DR. ANNE KING GREGORIE 
 Today the accomplishments 
of Dr. Anne King Gregorie 
would be admirable but not 
unusual. However, for a woman 
born in the rural South just 
following Reconstruction, her 
achievements are extraordinary.  
Her grandfather, Ferdinand 
Gregrorie, was an early 
landowner in Christ Church 
Parish and owned Myrtle Grove, 
a plantation located along present day Ri�e Range Road. 
He also served as intendant (mayor) of Mount Pleasant 
and had the misfortune to have to surrender the town to 
union troops in 1865. Her father, also named Ferdinand, 
married Anne Palmer Porcher, a member of another local 
landowning family. At the time of her birth in 1887, the 
family was living in Savannah, where her father was 
managing a plantation. When she was 6, the family moved 
back to Christ Church Parish and lived at Oakland, the 
Porcher family plantation. At the age of 16, she earned a 
scholarship to Winthrop College and graduated three years 
later in 1906 with a bachelor of arts degree.  
 For the next 11 years, she taught school but returned to 
Christ Church Parish upon the death of her mother in 
1918 to care for her father. It was during this time that she 
developed a keen interest in history. Determined to pursue 
her new avocation, she enrolled at the University of South 

Carolina and obtained a master’s degree. She also took 
graduate courses at the University of Wisconsin and 
returned to USC to teach while completing her 
dissertation on �omas Sumter. She was the �rst woman 
to receive a doctorate in history from USC. She taught 
history at both Arkansas and Alabama colleges. During the 
Depression, she again returned to Christ Church Parish 
and compiled historical records for the Works Progress 
Administration. 
 For the remainder of her life, her writings concentrated 
on state and local history. She served as director of the 
South Carolina division of the National Historical Records 
Survey from 1936 until 1941. She contributed and edited 
�e South Carolina Historical Magazine from 1948 until 
1958 and then served as president of the South Carolina 
Historical Association until 1959. She completed “Christ 
Church Parish, 1706-1959” just prior to her death on 
Dec. 4, 1960. She is buried in the old churchyard of 
Christ Church.  
 
JENNIE VERDIE 
EDMUNDSTON MOORE 
 Today, a Mount Pleasant 
grammar school bears the name 
of Jennie Moore. Moore was 
born in Mount Pleasant on Oct. 
21, 1882, one of �ve children of 
William Edmundston and Sarah 
Eliza Venning Edmundston. �e 

ICONS
I n f l u e n t I a l

�e end of World War II saw the emergence of strong women throughout the nation, and 
Mount Pleasant was no exception. Women assumed influential new roles in education 

and also recognized the importance of recording the past. �e dramatic growth of Mount 
Pleasant following World War II presented new challenges and produced trailblazers 

to lead the town to its destiny as a major South Carolina urban center.



138 w w w.MountPleasantM agazine.com |  w w w.Char lestonPhysic ians.com |  w w w.MountPleasantHomes.com

FAMILY  PRACTICE  TREATING  ALL  AGES

     Drs. Gina
      &MichaelCourson
ACCURATE CHIROPRACTIC

• Walk-Ins Welcome
• No Referrals Needed
• Many Techniques Including
 No Twisting or Cracking

• Weight Loss Programs 
 Including HCG
• Low Level Cold Laser Therapy
• Insurance Accepted
• Affordable Payment Plans

843.971.8814
www.mtpleasantchiro.com

3373 S. Morgans Point Rd., Ste. 307  
Mt. Pleasant, S.C.

Next to Charleston National Subdivision

426 W. Coleman Blvd., Ste. D  
Mt. Pleasant, S.C.
Near Shem Creek

Exam & 
1 Month of 
Chiropractic Care
Accurate
Chiropractic 843.971.8814
Must present coupon. Cannot be combined. Expires 12/31/14
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Chiropractic 843.971.8814
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• Weight Loss Programs • Weight Loss Programs • Weight Loss Programs • Weight Loss Programs 

OPEN SATURDAYS

Thank you for voting us Best Chiropractor
2 years in a row!

$99
New Patients Only

$400 Value

TWO LOCATIONS

2014

Pain and 
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Laser Treatments

6 for 
$60

$480 Value

Traditional Neighborhood Lifestyle

in Rivertowne Country Club

TributarySC.com  843.881.5881
HOMES FROM THE $400’SHOMES FROM THE $400’SHOMES FROM THE $400’S
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family lived on Bennett Street, and she attended Mount 
Pleasant Academy. In June 1904, she married William 
Moultrie Moore, and the couple made their home at 203 
King St. and had one son, Rev. William Moultrie Moore Jr.  
 Mrs. Moore served as secretary for the Moultrie School 
District for 20 years. During this time, she was a 
proponent for better schools for the black residents of East 
Cooper. During her lifetime, she saw her “dreams come 
true,” with the construction of a new elementary school 
and the new Laing High School in the 1950s. �e 
principals of the of the former black schools – Gregorie, 
Seven Mile, Four Mile, Phillips and Long Point schools 
– now under one school providing for 650 students, 
petitioned that the new school be named in her honor, 
citing: “… an individual who … has rendered the most 
unsel�sh, untiring and sincere e�orts towards the 
educational, social and cultural growth of the Negro 
youth.” Jennie Moore Elementary opened in 1956 on 
Hamlin Road, and, in 2002, became Jennie Moore School 
for Creative Arts, a partial magnet school. Currently classes 

are held in the old Wando High School building. A new 
school is scheduled to open in August 2015.  
 Mrs. Moore died on March 26, 1971, in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, where her son was serving as su�ragan 
bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina. She is 
buried in Christ Church Cemetery. 
 
MARY “MAMIE” PINCKNEY WHITESIDES 
 “Miss Mamie” was born on 
Whitesides Plantation in Christ 
Church on May 3, 1884, the 
daughter of John Whitesides 
and Abagail Lagare Whitesides. 
Her father was listed as a farmer 
on the 1880 Census. �e 1920 
Census lists her as a teacher 
living on Bennett Street with 
her uncle, B. Joseph Whitesides, 
along with her mother and older 
sister, Susan – just down the street from Jennie Moore and 
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Monday - Friday: 7:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 8am to NOON

We provide high quality veterinary care with personal, friendly service.

Your Other Family Doctor

Happy Holidays from Tidewater Veterinary!

Dr. Cara Daniel, DVM, CVA
Located in the Shoppes at Seaside Farms
856-7300 • www.tidewaterveterinary.com

Call us today at 
843-654-4122

www.myersforac.com

“WE’LL FIX IT AT THE SPEED OF LIFE!”

Schedule a $49.95 
repair diagnostic 

$90.00 value

FREE!
With Repair
Expires 1/15/15.

Schedule our Complete Home 
Performance Evaluation - 

a $300 value for only

$97.00!
Find out where your home is losing $$$.

Expires 1/15/15.

• High Energy Bills? • Rooms too hot or too cold? • Paying to heat and cool your attic or crawlspace?
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are held in the old Wando High School building. A new 
school is scheduled to open in August 2015.  
 Mrs. Moore died on March 26, 1971, in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, where her son was serving as su�ragan 
bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina. She is 
buried in Christ Church Cemetery. 
 
MARY “MAMIE” PINCKNEY WHITESIDES 
 “Miss Mamie” was born on 
Whitesides Plantation in Christ 
Church on May 3, 1884, the 
daughter of John Whitesides 
and Abagail Lagare Whitesides. 
Her father was listed as a farmer 
on the 1880 Census. �e 1920 
Census lists her as a teacher 
living on Bennett Street with 
her uncle, B. Joseph Whitesides, 
along with her mother and older 
sister, Susan – just down the street from Jennie Moore and 
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her husband and son.  
 She began her teaching career in 
1907 and taught for over 50 years at 
Mount Pleasant Academy, serving as 
principal for four years. In 1952, she 
was honored as Woman of the Year at 
a dinner hosted by the Exchange 
Club. In 1956, an elementary school 
in Ri�e Range Road, built at a cost of 
$186,628, was named in her honor. A 
new Whitesides School, at a larger 
location on Ri�e Range, opened in 
2010, at a cost of $22 million. 
 �roughout her life, she was active 
in the Mount Pleasant Presbyterian 
Church, where she taught Sunday 
school. She died at the age of 85 on 
Feb. 17, 1970, and was buried in the 
Lutheran Cemetery on McCants 
Street. 
 
PETRONA ROYALL MCIVER 
 Petrona 
Royall was 
one of �ve 
children of 
Robert 
Venning 
Royall and 
Sallie 
DuPre 
Royall. She 
was born on 
Aug. 27, 1883, in McClellanville. �e 
family later moved to Mount 
Pleasant, where she attended Mount 
Pleasant Academy. She graduated 
from Memminger Normal School in 
Charleston, a school that taught 
young women to be teachers. After 
graduation she taught for two years at 
Mount Pleasant Academy.   
 She married William Whilden 
McIver in 1906. Early in their 
marriage, the couple lived in Sumter 
but returned to Mount Pleasant and 
made their home in the historic 
“Hibben House.” �e oldest house in 
Mount Pleasant, it was once owned 
by her great-great-grandfather, James 

Hibben. �e couple had two 
daughters, Julia and Sarah (Mrs. M. 
John Townsend Jr.). 
 Her life was steeped in history, and 
her works include church records and 
genealogy. Her book, “History of 
Mount Pleasant,” was published in 
1960 at the request of Mayor Francis 
Coleman to record the town’s history. 
Ten years later, Mayor G. Magrath 
Darby asked that it be included in the 
celebration of South Carolina’s 
tercentennial. “Miss Petie,” as she was 
a�ectionately known, complied with a 
rewrite and update. She was in her 
80s at the time. She died on 
Christmas day in 1973 at the age of 
90 and is buried in Christ Church 
Cemetery.  
 
JOHN CHARLES “J.C. ” LONG  
 In 1931, 
at the age of 
28, J.C. 
Long was 
one of the 
youngest 
men to be 
elected to 
the South 
Carolina 
Senate. 
Born in Pensacola, Florida, in 1903, 
he moved with his family to Mount 
Pleasant when he was 15. After 
graduating from the High School of 
Charleston, he studied law at the 
University of South Carolina, where 
he was captain of the football team 
and also played baseball and 
basketball. He was admitted to the 
state bar in 1925 and joined the �rm 
of Logan and Grace in Charleston 
– the same Grace that the old Cooper 
River Bridge was named after. He 
later had his own law practice and was 
one of the leading personal injury 
lawyers in his day. It was said he could 
turn a whole courtroom into tears, 
including the presiding judge. In 
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1933, he was elected to a second senatorial term and was 
on a number of committees. He lost a third bid for o�ce 
in 1934. During this time, he was active in the Charleston 
political arena and helped establish the �rst free library, as 
well as a hospital for black residents. 
 During the 1930s, thanks to programs made possible 
by the Works Progress Administration, Long entered into 
the real estate development industry with his brother 
Leonard. When he purchased the Isle of Palms and 
established the Beach Company in 1945, he resurrected 
the former island resort by building simple cinder block 
homes –“a�ordable to all.” In 1933, Long married Alberta 
Sottile, whose family controlled the amusement industry 
in Charleston through its many movie theaters. �e couple 
had two daughters, Joyce, who married Dr. Charles Darby 
Jr., and Mary Ellen, who married Charles Way Jr. J. C. 
built an 11,000-square-foot mansion on 400 acres of 
Seaside Farms in 1950, which was outside the Mount 
Pleasant town limits at the time. �e home, designed by 
Augustine F. Constantine, was made of 65,000 English 
bricks. In addition to a nursery for oak trees, both 
Hereford and Guernsey cattle were raised on 150 acres. 
During the summer, the Longs hosted camps for local 

children. Many family members still live on the old estate. 
 Long was active in a long list of local organizations and 
was a special circuit judge and president of the Charleston 
County Bar Association. He obtained a number of patents 
including the Long baseball scoreboard.  
 Long died in 1984, having been con�ned to a 
wheelchair for the last years of his life due to a back injury.  
Although a member of the Unitarian Church, he is buried 
in St. Lawrence Cemetery in Charleston. 
 
GORDON MAGRATH DARBY JR.  
 Newcomers to Mount Pleasant might not realize that 
the street that runs between Highway 17 and Coleman 
Boulevard was named for a former mayor of Mount 
Pleasant, G. Magrath Darby. He rarely used his �rst name, 
Gordon, and his middle name is usually pronounced 
“McGraw,” but, to his friends, he was “Groggy.” He served 
as mayor for 16 years, from 1960 to 1976. Only one other 
mayor served as long – Robert Venning Royall.   
 �e Census of 1900 gives a bit of interesting family 
history. His great-grandfather was William K. Darby, born 
in 1846, who lived with eight other family members on 
Rutledge Avenue in Charleston. �e household consisted 
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Becca Barndollar

Lives in: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina. 

From: Owensville, Missouri. 

Education: Bachelor of  arts in Biology from 

Truman State University. 

Employment: Husbandry intern at the South Carolina Aquarium. I help 

take care of  the lobsters, lion fish and schooling fish exhibits. Three 

days a week, I get to feed the sharks in the Great Ocean Tank. I love 

my job! 

Favorite reading: Graphic novels like Watchman and Neil Gaiman’s 

Sandman series. 

Favorite music: Classic rock like Queen and Rush. 

Activities: Walking my dog, Copper, on the Isle of  Palms beach, 

volunteering at the Magnolia Plantation and Gardens in the zoo, scuba 

diving. 

Interests: Collecting insects, marine biology. 

Favorite quote: “Just keep swimming.”

Patricia Helzer
Lives in: Charleston, South Carolina.

From: Charleston, South Carolina.

Education: Acting assistant manager for 
Charlotte Russe, store 262.  
 
Favorite reading: I enjoy reading! Some of  my 
most recent favorite books are Gone Girl, the 

Divergent series and The Hunger Games. I’m fascinated with these 
utopian societies and how they affect humanity.  
 
Favorite music: I love all kinds of  music! I love indie bands like 
Vampire Weekend, Band of  Horses and Robyn. However, when I’m in 
the gym, you can find me listening to Drake, Katy Perry and Iggy.  
 
Activities: I work a lot. When I get the chance, you can find me in the 
gym or at the beach. Charleston has great local food. I love trying new 
restaurants whenever I can.  
 
Interests: Fashion. I love watching fashion shows online, researching 
new trends and encouraging all women to express their inner beauty 
through clothes. 
 
Likes: Starbucks, chocolate chip cookies, hummus, cute puppies and 
a nice pair of  skinny jeans. 
 
Favorite quote or philosophy: “You may be pretty; you may be 
talented; but nobody will remember you if  you are mean.” - Katie 
Holmes.
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Facetime

WE’RE SPENDING A LITTLE TIME WITH SOME OF OUR NEIGHBORS TO HELP YOU GET 
to know them better. Get to know us better by liking us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MountPleasant- 
Magazine. If you want to appear in Facetime or to suggest someone you �nd interesting, please email the name 
and contact information (email and/or phone number) to Facetime@MountPleasantMagazine.com. 

Our Mount Pleasant Neighbors

Austin Lane

Lives in: Charleston, South Carolina. 

From: Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Education: BA in Experimental Psychology from USC. 

Employment: Firefighter. 

Favorite reading: Old Man and the Sea. 

Favorite music: Eric Clapton. 

Activities: Sailing, racing and loving Charleston, South Carolina. 

Interests: History, salty life on the sea. 

Favorite quote: “Always do sober what you say you will do drunk. 

That’ll teach you to keep your mouth shut.” Ernest Hemingway.

Drew Baklik

Lives in: Daniel Island, South Carolina.

From: Derby, Connecticut. 

Education: Undergrad at University of  

Connecticut - majored in English • graduate 

school at Southern Connecticut - masters in British Literature. 

Employment: Bartender at The Islander on Daniel Island. 

Favorite reading: The Tender Bar by J.R. Moehringer. 

Favorite music: Country music, specifically Luke Bryan. 

Activities: Writing, swimming, being the lesser half  of  a pet therapy 

team with my dog Pebbles. 

Interests: Football, food, fitness, mixology. 

Favorite quote: “Every saint has a past; every sinner has a future.” 

- Oscar Wilde
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